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The COVID-19
pandemic has 
challenged our 
nation, The 
American Le-

gion, Peter J Courcy Post 178 
and certainly all of our mem-
bers.  We are all dealing with 
unprecedented trials and without 
a doubt all of our lives will be 
forever changed.  We want to 
assure you that the Post 178 of-
ficers, program chairs, commit-
tee chairs and many others con-
tinue to work every day to move 
our mission forward.   

Several weeks ago our Out-
Reach Committee had to discon-
tinue their visits to nursing 
homes and assisted living facili-
ties but they, along with our 
Membership Committee, imme-
diately redirected their efforts by 
making “Buddy Checks” on our 
members through personal 
phone calls checking on their 
health, welfare and ensuring 
everyone knows how to reach us 
if they need help.  We started 
with our oldest and most vulner-

able members at the top of the 
list moving towards our young-
est members. 

Post 178, since it’s inception 6-
years ago, has always had an 
external focus and we continue 
during this time of crisis to 
serve veterans, their families, 
children & youth and the com-
munity.  We are available to 
assist with questions and guid-
ance.  Our Benevolence Com-
mittee is still taking applica-
tions for assistance.  We are 
here for you and we continue 
to serve during this difficult 
time. 

We genuinely believe that we 
will all come out of this strong-
er and one way we can accom-
plish that is to continue to 
serve others.  This is not a new 
concept to The American Le-
gion – service to others has 
been our mission for 101 years. 

Thank you for your honorable 
service to America and your 
continued support of Post 178.   

Stay safe, stay strong! 

Fred Rogers 

Commanders Message 

Fred Rogers 

Announcing the New Courcy Post 178 
Foundation 

The Post Executive Committee is happy to announce the establish-
ment of the Courcy Post 178 Foundation.  It is a 501 (c) (3) organ-
ization that was created to improve the Post’s ability to receive 
donations from trusts and other foundations whose covenants re-

(Continued on page 2) 
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quire their donations to be to a 501 (c) (3) entity.  
This designation and status will assure donors that 
the Post will use donated funds consistent with its 
by-laws and foundation charter that have been filed 
with the state and federal taxing authorities.   

In addition to the Post’s current programs, the foun-
dation will provide another means to receive dona-
tions.  The foundation will make contributions to 
those charitable, educational and service activities 
that best represent our Post’s role in our community.  
Additionally, the foundation hopes to fund a new 
scholarship program for local youth.  The goal of the 
foundation is to raise a minimum $1,000,000 en-
dowment. 

Members will receive more information about the 
foundation in the near future.   

For more information click: https://www.dropbox.com/s/
wq67edbviu9s7u0/Courcy%20Foundation%20Announcement%206.pdf?dl=0 

(Continued from page 1) 2nd VICE COMMANDER 
 

How do you write an article that discusses 

promoting social connections when our cur-
rent environment necessitates, we remain 
sequestered at home for safety sake?  

I chuckle because I know that we have multi-
ple generations within our membership and because 
most of us remember social practices before the age of 
the internet—even outside of face to face meetings. So, 
what are some of the ways we can continue to connect 
with our loved ones, friends, and fellow legion mem-
bers? I’ll quickly highlight five. 

Connect Virtually—use Facetime or Skype, Zoom or 
Go To Meeting, to see a friendly face and chat. 

Play online games—whether its solitaire, golf, poker, 
spades, hearts, chess, or Sudoku, there are many games 
that can give you a break from normal routine or healthy 
intellectual exercise. 

Read a book—that you’ve intended to for some time or 
take an online course offering. While most of us grew 
up in an education system that consisted of brick and 
mortar, the current availability for online continued 
learning is fabulous. If you don’t know where to look, 
then call me, Ill help you find something you are inter-
ested in. 

Watch and listen to older favorites online—whether 
Netflix, Amazon Prime, or even YouTube, there are 
several ways in which to watch your favorite shows or 
listen to your favorite music from recent or past eras 
online. 

Communicate like you did before electronic mail—my 
children, who are 12 and 14 had to watch a series on 
Netflix based on teens in the 1980’s to actually see how 
a wall mounted phone worked. I was shocked when I 
realized that my wife and I had largely moved past us-
ing a land line phone before our children were old 
enough to remember such a thing. More to the point, 
they feel a sense of historical awe when they see old 
handwritten letters. Sure, they give family members 
cards and send thank you notes after parties, but we are 
making the old new! 

I hope each of you find time to connect during this time. 
Remember that we as a Nation have endured far more 
strenuous times and that this isolation period will pass 
and we will be better for it! 

1st VICE COMMANDER 

We, as members of Frisco Ameri-

can Legion, Peter J Courcy Post 178, 
find ourselves in uninvited times.  
We find ourselves isolated from each 
other and missing the comraderies 

that we desired when we joined this amazing group 
of veterans. I have learned how to use Zoom for 
meetings, my wife and her friends are using the 
“Houseparty” App. for her group of friends just to 
get together to visit.  However you want to reach 
out, please take time to contact each other, check up, 
check in, and socialize with each other. Now more 
than ever we need to be the American Legion, a sup-
port group for our fellow veterans.   

Unfortunately, we have no membership activities 
planned at this time.  The next event on our schedule 
is Freedom Fest in July.  That should be a big event 
this year as most of us will still be just excited to get 
out and see people again.  We have reached our 
membership goal for the year.   

Please be safe!  I look forward to seeing all of you 
soon. 

Thor Anderson 

Rob Altman 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/wq67edbviu9s7u0/Courcy%20Foundation%20Announcement%206.pdf?dl=0
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Oratorical Chair, planned the contest and was the mod-
erator.  Four outstanding high school students repre-
senting the state’s four divisions participated in the 
contest.    

Each participant also received a medallion and certifi-
cate of participation.   

Large numbers of support personnel were required to 
staff the multiple functions at the Department oratori-
cal contest.  Post 178 Legionnaires and other post vol-
unteers staffed many critical positions. 

The 2020 National Oratorical Contest that was sched-
uled to be held in Indianapolis April 17 to 19 was can-
celled for safety concerns related to the coronavirus 
pandemic.      

By:  Ed Reed, Program Chair 

Multiple contests of the 2020 Depart-

ment of Texas High School Oratorical 
Scholarship Program were successfully 
completed in January and February.  The 
District 4, Division 1 and Department 
(State) constitutional speech contests 

were completed January 4 in Royce City, February 
1 in Wichita Falls and February 17 in Frisco, respec-
tively.   

Post 178 was honored to be selected to host the de-
partment contest in 2019 and 2020.  The Depart-
ment competition was held at Collin College in 
Frisco.  Fred Rogers, Post Commander and State 

ORATORICAL PROGRAM 

(L to R) Katelynn Mitchell, Junior, Division 1, received a 
$1,000 scholarship for third place in the state competition. 
Rehan Rupawalla, Senior, Division 2, received a $1,500 schol-
arship for second place.   Tanner David, Junior, Division 3, 
received a $2,000 scholarship for first place.  Carter Moxley, 
Senior, Division 4, received a $500 scholarship for fourth 
place. 

Post 178 members Larry Wilhelm, Ted Ruybal, Rick Redden, Terry 
Meyering, Larry Marshall and Fred Rogers all received certificates of 
appreciation for their help in conducting the State competition. 

The winner of the 1st Division Oratorical contest is Katelynn 
Mitchell.  She is joined in the picture with (L) Joe Page, 1st Divi-
sion Oratorical Chair and (R) Andy Lowen, 1st Division Command-
er.   Katelynn advanced from the 4th District Contest and compet-
ed with the other 3 Division winners on February 17, 2020, at 
Collin College Preston Ridge Campus, Frisco, TX.. 

Ed Reed 



 

4 

 ANNUAL POST OFFICER  

ELECTIONS POSTPONED 

Our annual Post Officer elections, normally held in 

June, have been indefinitely postponed by the Post 
Executive Committee because of COVID-19.  The 
decision was made to protect the health and safety of 
the Post membership and maintain the integrity of 
our election process.  The Post membership will be 
notified when the election is rescheduled.  

Officer tenure is one year.  Each officer position will 
be elected by majority vote on written ballots.  An 
officer candidate must have the ability to attend 
monthly Executive Committee and Membership 
meetings.  Additionally, a member candidate should 
possess the following characteristics:  think strategi-
cally, excellent communications, lead by example, 
financial orientation, team builder and motivator.  A 
member candidate should also demonstrate passion, 
energy, collaboration, flexibility, challenge driven 
and resilience. 

A Nominating Committee has been established by 
the Executive Committee and will be chaired by Ed 
Reed.  The committee will have the responsibility 
for creating a list of member candidates for each of 
the fifteen (15) officer positions on the Executive 
Committee.  Members interested in nomination for 
any of the fifteen officer positions may contact the 
Chair at edalbert47@gmail.com or by calling 972-
974-4608.  Please note that nominations may also be 
made from the floor at the regular monthly member-
ship meeting before the election, as well at the regu-
lar monthly membership meeting for the annual 
election. 
  

By: Ed Reed, Election Committee Chair 

By Matt Ostergaard, Commander, Post 178 American Legion Riders 

COVID-19. It is on the forefront of eve-
ryone’s mind. On a lighter note: Apart 
from the photograph accompanying this 
piece, motorcyclists are pretty good at 
social distancing. We don’t like people 
getting too close, we wear gloves 
(please stop wearing those latex gloves 
in public), some of us wear face shields. 

We avoid crowded public spaces and we don’t use 
public transit. And more than anything else, we are 
alert and have a positive attitude. Live to Ride. Ride 
to Live. 

Matt Ostergaard 

Matt Ostergaard and his son, Martin, ready to embark on a 
weekend ride...a family “must have” in spite of  COVID-19 

About this newsletter 

This periodic newsletter, produced by the members, for the members 
and about the members, is designed to highlight the many activities of 
Post 178 in support of Veterans, Youth and the Community at large.  If 
you have something you would like to submit for publication, or merely 
ask a question,  please note our contact information below: 

15520 Calico Ct. Frisco, TX  75035, 903-216-1514, 
frrtx@icloud.com 
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By Stuart Sax, Law and order Program Chair 

There is an old phrase, “When the go-
ing gets tough, the tough get going.”  
We are currently living in a time that 
ushers that phrase in all of us.  And no-
body does it better than The American 

Legion and other veterans’ organiza-
tions.  While family and friends have been checking 
in to see how things are going, the first organizations 
to do so were the military groups checking on their 
members.   

We have always had each other’s backs whether on 
the field of battle, during challenging times after dis-
charge, and even now in times of a medical crisis.  
We rely on our medical community and first re-
sponders in times of need.  It is comforting to know 
that our veteran brothers and sisters are still on 
watch if needed.  Salutes to each and every one of us 
and stay safe. 

Sympathy cards can be sent to their respective fam-
ilies at the following addresses: 

The Leonard Parker family, 2680 Legacy Drive, 
Frisco 75034 

The Allan Tull family, 4220 Cottin Gin Rd., Frisco 
75034 

The James Ong family, 4800 W. Parker Rd. Unit 
207, Plano, TX  75093 

First Responders 

Stuart Sax 

By John Allen, Chaplain Post 178 

The Texas State Veterans Home in Bon-
ham requested our support in sending 
our Color Guard for two events.  One 
on Medal of Honor Day on 25 March 
(Color Guard only), and one on VE Day 
on 8  May for our Color Guard as well 
as our “cookout crew”. These events 

have been cancelled due to the Coronavirus. 

Chaplains Corner 

In Memorial 
Sadly, we have to report the loss of 3 comrades 
over the past quarter.  They are Leonard Parker, 
age 92, Allan Tull, age 93 and James Ong, age 94. 

Ed Reed had back surgery recently and has been dis-
charged from the hospital,   He has completed rehab 
and is back in normal activity. 

Delbert Parsons has been diagnosed with High Grade 
bladder cancer.  After several hospitalizations he is 
now resting comfortably at home.   Cards of encour-
agement can be sent to Delbert Parsons at:  15520 Cal-
ico Lane, Frisco, TX  75035. 

John Keating, Post 178 Charter and Paid Up For Life 
member recently had surgery to remove three bulging 
discs in his neck which were pressing on his spinal 
cord.  Prognosis is favorable and the recovery time is 
six weeks.  He is not in pain. 

John is a huge supporter of Post 178 and all things vet-
eran in the City and this is a good time for us to sup-
port him with cards of well wishes.  John also sits on 
our Frisco City Council.  Here is his contact infor-
mation: John Keating, 4749 Jerral Drive, Frisco, 
75034. 

By John Lee, Chairman Visitation Committee  

I visited Veterans in three Assisted Living 
Facilities: Park Manor in McKinney; Prairie 
Estates in Frisco; and Brookhaven Nursing 
and Rehabilitation in Carrolton during Feb-
ruary 14, 15, and 16 .  Unfortunately, I was 
compelled to suspend my visitations for the 

time being because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Visitation Committee 

John Lee 
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by Scott Dillingham, Guest Contributor 
 

Although not veterans, my wife, Deborah, and I have 
supported the Frisco American Legion Post 178 for a 
number of years. We respect the officers and mem-
bers of Post 178 for your selfless community-wide 
activities. Our support has included the Honor Guard, 
Boys State and the general fund. Similarly, Post 178 
graciously agreed to my request for their invaluable 
assistance with the 2018 Vietnam POW reunion held 
in Frisco. We are honored to count a number of your 
post members as friends.   
 
During these “interesting” times of social isolation, 
we all find ourselves adjusting our daily activities. In 
my case, I decided to finally clean out my home office 
closet.  To my surprise, I found deep in one box a 
number of items bringing back memories from long 
ago, including report cards dating to the early 1960’s. 
One of the more amazing items was the discovery of 
an American Legion School Award medal I re-
ceived in 1967, as a senior at Lincoln Junior High 
School in Abilene, Texas.  

 
While I remember the medal, its meaning and the cer-
tificate are long gone. After contacting Fred Rogers, I 
was pleased to learn the medal is part of the American 
Legion School Program dating back to 1926 (which 
Post 178 continues to support today) that honors 
youth identified by school peers and teachers for 
demonstrating “strong qualities of character and good 
citizenship.” It is always interesting when an other-
wise mundane project uncovers a unique memory re-
sulting in a proud connection with the American Le-
gion dating back 53 years!  May God Bless America!   

Memories Found 

These are photos of the medals found in Scotts closet where 
they were “stored” for 53 years. The medals are identical to 
those currently awarded to students in the Frisco ISD as part of 
our ongoing School Awards Program. 
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WHAT IS BOYS STATE? 

The American Legion Boys State, an 86-year-old 
program, is among the most respected and selec-
tive educational programs of government instruc-
tion for high school juniors.  It is a participatory 
program where each student becomes a part of the 
process of his local, county, and state government. 

Using the highly effective experiential learning 
process, participants are exposed to the rights and 
privileges, the duties, and responsibilities of a 
franchised citizen.  The training is objective, prac-
tical and nonpartisan, with city, county, and state 
government operated by students elected to vari-
ous offices. 

WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS TO BE 
NOMINATED? 

1. Must be a male, high school junior with at 
least one semester of high school remain-
ing. 

2. Has not previously attended Boys State. 
3. Nominated by their high school Principal, 

Counselor, and Teachers. 
4. Maximum of 3 Nominees for Boys State 

per high school - we have 13 high schools. 
 
WHAT IS THE SELECTION CRITERIA (for 
school Counselors)? 

1. Strong academic performance (a quick 
study for a fast-moving, intense program). 

2. Excellent interpersonal skills (gets along 
very well with others from all back-
grounds). 

3. Exhibited leadership (a leader of leaders). 
4. Poise and Confidence. 
5. Robust communication skills (ability to pre-

sent convincing points of view). 
6. Involved in extracurricular activities and 

community service. 
 
WHAT IS THE SELECTION PROCESS OF 
POST 178 BOYS STATE COMMITTEE? 

1. Resume. 
2. Signed Name and Photo Release Form. 
3. Texas Boys State Application (completed in 

detail). 

4. Committed to attending and participating in 
the Texas Boys State. 

5. The interview process will focus on the same 
criteria for Counselors, plus additional crite-
ria. 

6. Additional criteria: Knowledge of the Ameri-
can Legion and Texas Boys State, maturity, 
and character. 

 
WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON RESULTS 
BY ATTENDING TEXAS BOYS STATE? 

 "Developed a greater appreciation for the 
United States of America and its ideals". 

 "Increased knowledge of the political system 
and a greater desire to participate". 

 "Advanced peer leadership skills by working 
with other high performing individuals". 

 "Succeeding in a demanding environment". 
 "How to market oneself and subordinates for 

positions of advancement and gratification". 
 "Improved public speaking skills". 
 

We will continue to follow the success of Post 178 
Delegates in the future.  In six years as a Post, we 
have sent 107 young men to Texas Boys State and 
with another 21 young men in 2020; we will have 
sponsored a total of 128 Texas Boys State Dele-
gates.  The cost to the Post for this program to date 
has been $39,243, most of which came from dona-
tions from individuals and corporations.  To help us 
sustain this very important program we urge you to 
consider making a donation.  Checks can be sent to: 
 

American Legions Post 178 Boys State 
7763 Sunflower Way 

Frisco, TX  75033 
 

By Larry Marshall, Boys State Chair 

Ajitesh Narayan (center), from Leadership Prep, is interviewed by 
(L/R) Terry Gilbert, Larry Marshall, Marty Martel and Ted Ruybal.  
The interview process lasts about one hour and is very rigorous.  
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Boys State 2020 Delegates  

Mason Ansley 
Legacy Christian 

Devon Bolton 
Lebanon Trail HS 

Gopi Chadalavada 
Centennial HS 

James Ceshire 
Wakeland HS 

Conner Dejecacion 
Frisco HS 

Josh Flanigan 
Lebanon Trail HS 

Aniket Hingnekar 
Frisco HS 

Caleb Hoang 
Independence HS 

Praval Kollipara 
Heritage HS 

Jack Milleson 
Liberty HS 

Jackson Redmond 
Legacy Christian 

Matthew Robinson 
Wakeland HS 

Zakariya Syed 
Lone Star HS 

Kevin Thomas 
Reedy HS 

Sean Varghese 
Reedy HS 

Zachary Walsh 
Frisco HS 

Gavin Yates 
Memorial HS 

Clyde Bond III 
Independence HS 

Cade Hanshaw 
Legacy Christian 

Ajitesh Narayan 
Leadership Prep 

Scott Trouy 
Lone Star HS 
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By: Ted Ruybal, Chairman School Awards 

A program that we are involved with is

the American Legion’s School Awards 
Medal program. This program is designed 
to recognize Frisco ISD students in 
grades 5, 8 and 12 that show exceptional 

Citizenship qualities. The objectives of this program 
are: (1) To place emphasis on the development of 
the six core qualities of active citizenship.  These 
qualities are; Courage, Service, Scholarship, Honor, 
Leadership and Patriotism. (2) To encourage the de-
velopment of those ideals in young Americans in 
order to promote engaged citizenship. (3) To offer 
recognition for those youth deemed most dedicated 
to the high qualities of citizenship and true Ameri-
canism.  

We established a series of veteran talks with stu-
dents and faculty to highlight the six qualities of ac-
tive citizenship. A set of criteria has been deter-
mined for the awarding of the Medals and students 
and faculty will be involved in the selection. I invite 
any post 178 member who is interested, to join me in 
making this a successful program.  

SCHOOL AWARDS PROGRAM 

Post member Larry Marshall assists Liberty High School stu-
dents Chelsea Kang and Jared Jones in registering to vote. 
Post 178’s Voter Registration Committee, led by Rick Red-
den, routinely conducts voter registration events at various 
Frisco ISD High Schools and elsewhere in North Texas. 

By Rick Redden, Legislative & Voter Registration Chair 

With passage of the Forever GI Bill,

Congress should now focus on ensuring 
that student veterans and their families 

Protect the GI Bill 

receive the highest quality education 
Rick Redden 

when using their GI Bill benefits. The 
American Legion believes that legislation and feder-
al agency action should be taken to ensure better 
quality and student outcomes for servicemembers 
and veterans, by excluding DoD and VA funds from 
the 90-10 calculation for federal student aid. Also, 
Congress should create common-sense oversight of 
schools and give military-connected students the 
same rights as non-veterans when their schools 
close, when they face an overpayment, and when a 
school loses its eligibility to operate. (H.R. 4625, S. 
2857) 

H.R 4625 – Passed the House of Representatives on 
11/12/2019
S. 2857 – Assigned to the Health, Labor and Pen-
sions Committee on 11/14/2019

What can you do? 

Contact our Texas Senators and the Chairman to the 
Health, Labor and Pensions Committee to urge that 
S2857 be reported out of committee and passed in 
the Senate. 

John Cornyn 
Washington Office: (202) 224-2934  
Contact Form: www.cornyn.senate.gov/contact 

Ted Cruz 
Washington Office: (202) 224-5922 
Contact Form: https://www.cruz.senate.gov/?
p=form&id=16 

Lamar Alexander, Chairman, Health, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee 
Washington Office: (202) 224-4944 
Contact Form: https://www.alexander.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm?p=Email

Ted Rhubal 

https://www.cruz.senate.gov/?p=form&id=16
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Email
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Post 178 Honor/Color Guard continues to create visi-

bility for the American Legion by presenting and post-
ing of Colors at events in Frisco and surrounding areas. 
We continue to be very visible in the community with 
the many events scheduled. We have conducted two 
events this quarter. 

The first was to post the Colors for the Texas State Ora-
torical Contest held in Frisco Collin College Conference 
Center. It was an honor to be host Post for the Texas 
State Oratorical Contest again in 2020. The second was 
to raise the flag for Service First Automotive Grand 
Opening. 

We have been approved by D/FW National Cemetery to 
perform funerals and we continue to perform funerals 
and memorial services for members of Post 178 upon 
the request of the family. Additionally, our Post Color 
Guard provides posting or presenting the Colors at 
grand openings, ballgames, community events and 
American Legion functions.

Larry Wilhelm 
Honor/Color Guard Captain 

Larry Marshall, Delbert Parsons, John Ricca, Thor Anderson, Fred 
Rogers, Ted Ruybal, Kevin Robinson, Larry Wilhelm present the 
Colors opening the Tropical Smoothie Cafe Frisco Bowl at Toyota 
Stadium. 

May is always a very busy month for the Color Guard as 
we have many requests from Assisted Living Centers, 
local schools and the Clyde Cosper Veterans Home in 
Bonham is scheduled for a ceremony and cook out for 
the staff and residents. Because of this we are constantly 
seeking new Color Guard members to join this elite 
group. If you’re interested, please contact me at 
FriscoLegion.ColorGuard@gmail.com.

mailto:FriscoLegion.ColorGuard@gmail.com
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Ed Reed is one of our newest mem-

bers.  He joined our Post in January 
2020.  He selected Post 178 because of 
its successful youth and veteran pro-
grams.     

Ed was born in Hobart, Oklahoma but calls Altus 
home. His mother and father were also born and 
raised in Southwestern Oklahoma.  He graduated 
from Altus High School in 1965.  After high school 
he attended both Altus Junior College and South-
western Oklahoma State College.  He graduated 
cum laude with a BS-Business Administration de-
gree in May 1969. 

Ed knew at an early age that he wanted to serve his 
country because his father, Gunnery Sergeant Eddie 
A. Reed, was a WWII US Marine.  He served in the 
Pacific and was at Pearl Harbor aboard the USS Cal-
ifornia on December 7, 1941, as well as Iwo Jima, 
Guam and the Marianas Islands.   

After college graduation Ed volunteered for the US 
Air Force in June 1969.  He completed OTS in Oc-
tober 1969 at Lackland AFB, San Antonio, TX.   In 
January 1969 he was assigned to the 607 Tactical 
Control Squadron, 7th Air Force at Luke AFB, Glen-
dale, AZ.  As a weapons controller assigned to a 
ground based mobile radar squadron, he conducted 
air intercepts, offensive missions and aircraft recov-
eries.   

In March 1971 Ed was assigned to the 7th Airborne 
Command and Control Squadron (ABCCC), 7/13th 
Air Force at Udorn Royal Thai AFB in northern 
Thailand.  He was an airborne weapons controller 

that flew combat support missions in an EC-130 in 
northern Laos.  His primary duty was to facilitate 
communications between Air America forward air 
controllers and USAF and USN strike forces.  During 

his tour he completed more than 100 missions and 
1,000 airborne hours. 

Ed’s final assignment was with the 727th Tactical 
Control Squadron, 7th Air Force at Bergstrom AFB, 
Austin, TX.  While at Bergstrom Captain Reed met 
his future wife, 1st Lieutenant Pamela Reeves, on a 
blind date.  “Pam was an intel-
ligence officer from Pittsburgh, 
PA assigned to the 45th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadron.”  Both 
are Vietnam War veterans.   

Both Pam and Ed were honorably 
discharged in the summer of 1973.  
During his ser- vice he was award-
ed the Air Medal with three Bronze 
Oak Leaf Clus- ters, US Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award with 
Combat V De- vice, National De-
fense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with 
three Bronze Campaign Service Stars, Longevity Ser-
vice Ribbon, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Rib-
bon, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm, 
Vietnam Campaign Medal with Date Bar and the 
Senior Weapons Controller Badge. 

In August 1973 Ed began his civilian career with 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company.  He began 
his career in Beaumont, TX.  During his 37-year ca-
reer he held numerous management director positions 
with Southwestern Bell and AT&T in Texas, Mis-
souri and Ohio.  He retired in December 2010. 

(Continued on page 12) 

Ed Reed 

EC-130 ... Ed flew 12-hour missions in a communications 
capsule located in its cargo bay. 

Cricket Air Crew Barrel Roll Orbit—Northern Laos.  Ed is 1st row sec-
ond from right. 

Captain Ed Reed, 
circa 1973 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE 
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He and Pam were also married in Beaumont in Au-
gust 1973.  They welcomed a daughter, a son and 
twin daughters between 1976 and 1984.  Ed was 
quick to proudly add that his son, Eric O’Connor 
Reed, is a US Navy veteran.  “Eric graduated from 
the US Naval Academy in 2002 and became a Sur-
face Warfare Officer.  His last assignment was dur-
ing the Theodore Roosevelt Strike Group Persian 
Gulf deployment during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  
He was honorably discharged in 2007 at Norfolk 
Naval Base, VA.” 

Pam and Ed have been married more than forty-six 
years.  They enjoy spending as much time as possi-
ble with their four children, spouses and thirteen 
grandchildren.  He also enjoys gardening and wood 
working. 

Ed was also a Lakewood Village Town Councilman 
from 2012-2019 and Mayor Pro Tem from 2015-
2019.  He led a year and a half town project to ob-
tain the Dark Sky Community designation from the 
International Dark Sky Association. (IDA).  Its mis-
sion is to reduce light pollution and protect the natu-
ral habitat.  Lakewood Village was awarded the des-
ignation in 2019 and is also currently the only town 
in North Texas to be so designated.  To date only 
twenty-five communities worldwide have been 
awarded the designation. 

Ed is currently Chairman of the Oratorical Program 
and the 2020-2021 Nominating Committees for Post 
178.  He is also a member of the Courcy Post 178 
Foundation Board.  He states “I am proud to be a 
member of Post 178 and look forward to actively 
supporting its mission.”   

(Continued from page 11)   
Our larger delegation also means our process takes 
longer than other Units. We actually begin in Novem-
ber, inviting area high schools to identify candidates 
and direct them to the online application. In Decem-
ber, we review applications for completeness, and 
obtain references on each applicant from their cam-
pus. In January, applicants who meet the criteria and 
deadlines are invited to interview.  
  
This year, we were fortunate to get to use the commu-
nity meeting room at Texas Health Frisco—a spar-
kling new campus with lots of parking, meeting spac-
es, and art to enjoy. Many thanks to ALA 178 mem-
ber Shona Huffman, who made this meeting space 
possible for us! 

We interviewed almost 50 students, with the help of 
several ALA Unit 178 members who gave many 
evening hours of their time for this important cause. 
We have identified 15 delegates and 3 alternates, all 
of whom have accepted their invitation with gratitude 
and excitement.  Now we must watch, and pray… 
that the COVID-19 virus is under control by June, so 
these talented Frisco girls will be allowed to gather in 
Seguin for the 76th convening of Texas Girls State. By Tracy Gamble, Publicity Chair 

 

While many ALA Units in the De-
partment of Texas have been hampered 
in their Girls State selection process by 
the local stay-at-home orders, your 
Unit 178 is sitting pretty!  The relative-

ly higher number of delegates we send means that 
we must start the process much earlier, and thus we 
were finished by February 28. Unit 178 Executive 
Committee voted on March 5 to finalize our delega-
tion. 

Tracy Gamble 

ALA Unit 178 President Glena Rogers, Girls State interviewer Ann 
Anderson, and Unit member Shona Huffman, at Texas Health Frisco 

Service Officer Corner 

 

By Kevin Robinson, Post 178 Service Officer 
 

Below are a couple of sources where you can get an-
swers to questions you may have and get the latest 
updates about the coronavirus as it affects us.   
 
The U.S Department of Veterans Affairs, https://
www.va.gov/, The American Legion, https://
www.legion.org/, and Center for Disease Control 
https://www.cdc.gov/ 

Kevin Robinson 
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Members can now place orders for the new Peter J.

Courcy Post 178 Commemorative Coin.  The coin is 
being made available because of member requests. 
The coin’s design will represent the four pillars of our 
Post’s mission and celebrate the American Legion 
100-year anniversary (1919-2019).

The Post has placed an initial order for 100 coins. 
Each coin will cost $10.00.  Members may purchase 
the coins by sending a check (# of coins x $10.00) to 
Terry Meyering, Post 178 Finance Officer, 7763 Sun-
flower Way, Frisco, TX 75033.  Additional coins will 
be made available based on demand.   

Questions may be directed to Terry Meyering at 
friscolegion.finance@gmail.com or 972-998-9993. 

 

Back side of coin Front side of coin 

Cemetery.  Then, five weeks later, on Saturday, Janu-
ary 18, 2020, those same wreaths were removed again 
by thousands of many of the same volunteers.  Volun-
teers included many Post 178 members, Boy Scouts 
and Scout parents. “I want to personally thank each of 
the volunteers, including U-Haul for their truck dona-
tion, that contributed to both the distribution and re-
moval of the wreaths,” said Post Executive Commit-
teeman Larry Marshall. 

Chris and Mary Bush have been the Wreaths Across 
America program coordinators at the D/FW National 
Cemetery since 2009.  Mary Bush is the mother of 
Peter J Courcy, our Post’s Namesake.  Peter J Cour-
cy, who is buried at the cemetery, was killed in Af-
ghanistan in 2009.    

Last year was the first year that wreaths were placed 
on every gravesite.  It has been the goal of the Bush 
family since their initial involvement with the 
Wreaths Across America program.  Mary is also a 
member of the American Legion Post Auxiliary, Pe-
ter J Courcy Unit 178. 

Throughout 2020, more than 4,500 veterans and ac-
tive duty heroes will be buried at the D/FW National 
Cemetery.  As a result, more than 48,000 wreaths will 
be needed for the December 2020 event.  Please con-
sider purchasing one or more wreathes and participat-
ing in this upcoming event to honor our veterans and 
their families. 

“To place a wreath on a veteran’s gravesite or to see 
a wreath on every gravesite honoring our veterans 
generates a real emotional impact, one that is both 
sobering and grateful” says Larry Marshall. 

by: Larry Marshall, Wreaths Across America Chair 

 

On Saturday, December 14, 2019,
thousands of volunteers placed 
43,400 wreaths on the gravesites at 
the Dallas/Fort Worth National 

Larry Marshall 

Honoring Our US Veterans 

GET ’EM WHILE THEY’RE 
HOT! 

Two members of Boy Scout Troop 178 pause to salute at Peter 
Courcy’s gravesite following the recovery of wreaths 

mailto:friscolegion.finance@gmail.com
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 The American Legion Auxiliary is a 

100-year-old, non-profit, veterans ser-
vice organization chartered by Congress.  
Membership is open to female descend-
ants of qualified veterans that served 

honorably during war-times.  We advocate for 
God and country, service before self, veterans and 
their families, national security, patriotism and chil-
dren and youth.  We would love your participation 
and ideas for service.  Yearly dues are $40.  If you 
can, come visit us and see what we're involved in 
and find your place of service.  Please contact me at 
navymomx2@hotmail.com, 975-457-6977 for more 
information.  

Cindy Burns, Vice President and Membership Chair 

By David Grandfield, Scoutmaster, Boy Scout Troop 178 

Hello readers!  I hope you are all doing 

well.  Man have we gotten a curve ball 
this time.  Well I hope to take you away 
from that for a brief moment.  Since Jan-
uary the Boy Scouts of Troop 178 were 
able to participate in two campouts that 

were each fraught with adventure.  One event with the 
Post and  Crew 178, also hosted by the Post 178 
joined forces with members from another crew. 

We started our year of adventures in January with a 
trip to Caddo Lake State Park.  This lake is located 
near the town of Uncertain.  Yes, that’s right! The 
town’s name is Uncertain.  Fortunately, the adult 
leaders are certain on how to get there.  It’s in East 
Texas and lies on the border with Louisiana.  It’s a 
Cypress Bayou and yes there are Alligators.  This is 
one reason why the scouts like to go there in the win-
ter months as some of the campgrounds are right on 
the water.  During our stay the scouts completed an 8 
mile hike, some had their first taste of pine needle tea 
and we took lots of great pictures.  They also learned 
about the Caddo Indians which inhabited the area.  
Caddo Lake State Park is 194 miles from Frisco. 

For the last two years 
the troop’s February 
campout involved a 
visit to Ft. Davis National Park in Far South West 
Texas.  This year we elected to go to Caprock Can-
yons State Park in North-West Texas.  These canyons 

(Continued on page 15) 

David Grandfield 

Join the American Legion Auxiliary 

Fred Rogers displays the plaque that was presented to 
Post 178, by The American Legion Department of Texas for 
their commitment to host the State Oratorical contest for 
the 2019 and 2020 years.  The plaque commends Post 
178 and Unit 178 members for their dedication. 

 

Cindy Burns 
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are located South and a little East of Amarillo and 
are a great alternative to Palo Duro Canyon.  The 
nearest town also has a unique name.  Quitaque 
which is pronounced Kitikay.  The park has the dis-
tinct honor of having the Official Texas State Bison 
Herd.  These bison freely roam the park and have 
been genetically identified as some of the last of the 
Southern Plains Bison.  Our main agenda on this 
campout was to get a better feel for how these scouts 
would like hiking.  Usually we haul a trailer full of 
camping gear on a campout.  This time was differ-
ent.  Each Scout and adult carried everything they 
needed in a backpack.  We loaded everything into a 
rental van and drove the 293 miles to Caprock Can-
yon.  Once there we unloaded our gear and setup 
camp.  The following morning we woke early, ate 
breakfast and packed our gear for the days hike.  In 
all we hiked 11.5 miles and only had a few close 
encounters with wild bison.   One   encounter was 
along the road as we hiked back to our campsite for 
the night.  The bison had decided that they wanted 
to block traffic which included several cars, our 
group on foot and a couple of ladies on mountain 
bikes.  In the end we simply had to wait for the bi-
son to decide they were tired of the game.  We al-
ways gave them a wide berth but never felt that we 
were in danger.  You simply had to respect them 
which all of the scouts were more than willing to do.  

Every year scouting units must file re-charter paper-
work and this year Crew 178 was fortunate to com-
bine with members of another crew which was 
struggling despite having some very excellent mem-
bers in their crew.  We are excited to announce that 
Crew 178 has added many new members to it’s 
ranks.  These members have very important roles 
within scouting and particularly within the Order of 

(Continued from page 14) the Arrow.  Scouting’s National Honor Society.  One 
of the members is the Lodge Chief for Mikinakawa 
Lodge.  This is the highest position within the lodge.  
He was elected by the members of all the chapters in 
the lodge.  All other positions in the lodge are consid-
ered Vice Chief positions.  Our Crew has one mem-
ber who is the Vice Chief of Camping Promotions.  
We also have an adult leader who is the Advisor to 
the Chapter Chief which is the highest position in the 
Chapter. We also have added several adults and 
scouts that are Vigil and Brotherhood Honor mem-
bers.  All in all we have the beginnings of a very 
strong Crew and I am extremely excited to see them 
in action. Once things get back to something resem-
bling a normal state, the Crew is going to be a very 
active group.  Expect to hear much more about them 
in the future! 

Speaking of the future: 

This is the new van that I have purchased.  It’s 12 
passengers with room to add another three seats in the 
future if needed.  The trip to Caprock Canyon really 
helped us realize the need to have a vehicle that can 
carry scouts and tow a trailer.  This is my personal 
vehicle, but I am willing to use it to carry scouts to 
camp as needed.  I’ve always done so with my truck 
so nothing is different except now I can carry 11 oth-
er people instead of 4 while pulling a trailer.  I also 
expect that I’ll be driving crew members to a certain 
Veteran’s home in Bonham, TX as well once we get 
the all clear.  Here’s to a great start despite the 
COVID-19.  Do understand that all of my scouts and 
my Family hope to see everyone make it through this 
with as little intrusion on your life as possible.   

This is the Bison that charged  in front of our line of hikers. 
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By Matt Falk 

Post 178 is currently involved in 

“Buddy Checks” where we call every 
member of the post to see if they have 
any needs and ensure they know how to 
contact us if they need help during these 

difficult times.   We started with our oldest mem-
bers working toward the younger members.  One of 
the names on my list to call was Bernard “Bunny” 
Talley, a former Vietnam POW who was among 
those who were ferried home on the Air Force C-
141 dubbed “The Hanoi Taxi”, upon their release 
from captivity in 1973. 

The photo above , taken at  Rhein-Main Air Base in 
Germany, during the build-up for the second Gulf 
War in 2003, was the same plane that Bunny flew to 
freedom on 30 years before.  Ironically, I helped to 
launch and maintain this plane while it was de-
ployed.   

Other ironies:  Both Bunny and I retired at March Air 
Force Base and we both joined American Airlines up-
on discharge...some 30 years apart. 

THE HANOI TAXI 

Matt Falk 

This is a picture of the oxygen service center cover with signatures of 
many of the POW’s that rode on the plane returning home at war’s 
end.  It has their names dates and where they were held in Vietnam 

This photo depicts the jubilation among the first flight of 40 POW’s 
on the “Hanoi Taxi“ at the moment they realized they were over In-
ternational waters and thus FREE at last. 

 

Here’s our new “digs” for the monthly Post Executive Committee 
meetings.  The folks at Strikz are kind enough to  permit us to use 
one of their rooms for these meetings until we obtain a more per-
manent solution. 

Basic Training 
 
 

Now is a great time to enroll in The American 
Legion Basic Training course while we are un-
der travel restrictions.  You can enroll in this 
self-paced online course at: legion.org/alei.  
When you graduate email a copy of your certifi-
cate to frrtx@icloud.com and we will present it 
and a hat pin to you at our next membership 
meeting. 




