
Even Vice President Mike Pence’s political op-
ponents acknowledge his strong communication 
skills. That's not surprising, considering Pence 
was a radio talk-show host before winning a se-
ries of elections that took him to Congress, the 
Indiana governorship, and  
now the vice presidency. Less known is the criti-
cal role The American Legion played in helping a 
young Pence hone those speaking skills. As a stu-
dent at Columbus North High School in 1976, he 
was runner-up in the American Legion Depart-
ment of Indiana Oratorical Speech Contest. The 
following year, as a senior, Pence won the com-
petition.  

What do you remember about participating in 
the American Legion Department of Indiana 
Oratorical Contest?  

“It was an enormously important experience in 
my youth - not so much the competition as the 
study I had to make of our Constitution, to write  
the speech and to prepare for the extemporane-
ous portions. I credit the American Legion Ora-
torical Contest with the beginning of my love af-
fair with the Constitution of the United States. 
The way the contest to this day challenges young 
people to understand our glorious Constitution, 
to understand the ideals that are the foundation 
of this country, is an incredible contribution to 

the life of the nation.  

For me, sitting in the library in Columbus, Ind., 
pouring over books about the Constitution, begin-
ning my own journey of understanding the princi-
ples enshrined there of limited government, of 
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, the right 
to keep and bear arms, and understanding the his-
torical foundation of all of those things that have 
been defended by our veterans throughout all of 
the history of this nation ... I would tell you that 
experience in so many ways lit the pilot light of my 
love for the Constitution, which endures to this 
day.” 

 Did the communication skills you developed 
through the program help you in your careers 
as a radio show host and public servant? 

“There is simply no question that the opportunity 
to compete with some of Indiana's best and 
brightest in the American Legion Oratorical Con-
test sharpened my skills. It was the way The Amer-
ican Legion challenged me to go study the Consti-
tution, and understand it and explain it and be 
able to defend it on my feet, that had the greatest 
impact on my life and my career, an impact to this 
day. I still have the textbook written by a history 
teacher from Columbus that I used in my prepara-
tion for the contest.” 
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