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With this edi-
tion of our Post 
178 “Award 
Winning” News-
letter we begin a 

new fiscal year – 2019-2020.  
Year 2018-19, once again, was a 
tremendously successful year and 
our Post accomplished many ob-
jectives.  The annual Post Report 
will be presented during the July 
16 Membership meeting.  We are 
gratefully proud of the dedication 
and involvement of our mem-
bers.  “Thank You!” 

During our June meeting, 1st Di-
vision Commander Gene Toohey 
conducted our elections and in-
stallation of officers for the com-
ing year.  We welcome the fol-
lowing new officers elected this 
year: John Allen, Chaplain; Da-
vid Break, Sergeant-At-Arms, 
Executive Committee members, 
Stephanie Cleveland, Ed Mendlik 
and Larry Wilhelm.  I am thank-
ful and appreciative for your en-
couragement and continuing sup-
port to serve as your commander 
for another year.  My personal 
commitment to the Post contin-
ues and I always solicit your sug-
gestions and ideas.  Working to-
gether as a team continues to 
make a significant difference. 

There are two determining ele-
ments of a dynamic Post.  Mem-
bership growth is one.  Our 
Membership Committee recorded 
another year of unprecedented 
growth to 517 members and our 
5th in a row “All Time High” 
award.  

The other element is what did we 

accomplish?  For the communi-
ty, for veterans and their fami-
lies, Children & Youth, and 
helping promote an awareness 
of Americanism and Patriotism 
in the community.  These are 
areas where Post 178 excelled…
and once again we have earned 
both the State and National 
“Post Excellence” awards.  We 
can all be very proud of those 
accomplishments and the tribute 
goes to our dedicated Officers, 
Committee and Program chairs 
and their committee members. 

Each Post officer is charged 
with mentoring and teaching his 
or her replacement.  If you have 
an interest in a Post officer posi-
tion please let your desires be 
known.  We have many commit-
tees that we would like to 
start…we are just waiting for 
someone to step up and offer to 
help.  We invite inquires, I’m 
sure we have something for eve-
ryone. 

Fred Rogers 

COMMANDERS MESSAGE 

Fred Rogers 

About this newsletter 

This periodic newsletter, produced by 
the members, for the members and 
about the members, is designed to 
highlight the many activities of Post 
178 in support of Veterans, Youth and 
the Community at large.  If you have 
something you would like to submit for 
publication, or merely ask a question,  
please note our contact information 
below: 

15520 Calico Ct. Frisco, TX  75035 

903-216-1514 — frrtx@icloud.com 

http://friscolegion.org or 

www.facebook.com/ALPOST178TX 
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As I write this article, 
I’m in Oregon-with my 
children and a local 
scout troop from Little 
Elm-we are heading up 
the coast to Tillamook 

County and Camp Meriwether Scout 
camp. The weather and the country 
here is beautiful. 

As I think about what it means to be 
a part of the Legion, I think about 
leadership and service to our com-
munity-As I think about Camp Mer-
iwether I think about the Lewis and 
Clark expedition commissioned by 
President Jefferson for the purpose 
of discovery... 

The purpose of my article in this 
edition of our newsletter is to ask 
for your feedback.  I’m assessing 
my role as your 2nd Vice Com-
mander and how we communicate.  
Commander Rogers has made clear 
to the Legion leadership that he 
wants our post to be well informed 
of what we do in service to our com-
munity.  He is right…how else can 
we ensure that we, as an organiza-
tion, are relevant.  

Like Lewis and Clark, we’re not 
afraid of blazing new trails to ensure 
we meet the intent of our organiza-
tion’s purposes and I am not afraid 
to consider new ways to ensure you 
are aware of what we are doing as a 
post. 

In committing myself to ensuring 
we have a solid communications 
strategy, I’m asking for your help 
and your feedback. How do you like 
to receive your information? What 
platform do you like best? Email? 
Facebook? Our Website? Or even 
Twitter? 

Please let me know how we best 
communicate to you. You can email 
me at robaltman2@gmail.com for 
comments. 

Yours in service, Rob Altman 

Your Scout Troop 

178 has been very 
busy since we last 
spoke.  First off one 
of our Chartered Or-
ganization Repre-
sentative, American 

Legion BSA Chairman, and Assis-
tant Scoutmaster Len Havron con-
ducted a merit badge course on 
American Heritage at the Berlin 
Café here in Frisco.  The staff and 
Mr. Havron did an excellent job.  
As a bonus the scouts got to sam-
ple German Cuisine as well as hear 
stories from the Restaurant’s Own-
er about growing up in Germany 
during the time when East and 
West Germany were re-united after 
then president Ronald Reagan said 
“Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate. 
Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this 
wall! “ 

In completing this merit badge 
training Mr. Havron also complet-
ed the last of his five tickets need-
ed to earn his Wood Badge.  This 
brings our total count of Wood 
Badge Scoutmasters to 4. For a 
troop our size this is truly a great 
accomplishment and we hope to 
have more wood badge certified 
adults in the future. 

Later in April the troop conducted 
it’s Wilderness Survival Campout.  
The scouts were presented with the 

opportunity to be awarded with a 
backpackable wood burning camp 
stove if they were able to complete 
the overnight excursion without 
intervention from the adults.  In 
the process 11 of the 13 partici-
pants were able to complete the 
task and were awarded.  It was dif-
ficult for all who participated how-
ever, and kudos were given to all 
of the scouts.  During the excur-
sion the scouts spent three weeks 
learning wilderness survival skills 
and were allowed to bring any-
thing they wanted but it had to fit 
into a coffee can.  This limited 
their items and forced them to put 
great thought into what they need-
ed to bring.  Once we arrived their 
scoutmaster introduced them to 
scoutmaster coinage.  Namely 
Oreo cookies; something that 
scoutmasters put great value in 
and would be willing to barter for 
in trade for survival items.  To 
earn this sweet treat of trade the 
boys were required to demonstrate 
specific survival skills or attend 
and impromptu training session.  
Eventually two scouts managed to 
“acquire” the water purification 
tools and started their own busi-
ness purifying water for the cost of 
two Oreo’s per cup.  Giving in to 
the genius of this plan was diffi-
cult but, as none of the boys were 
suffering, we didn’t see any harm 
in this exhibition in entrepreneuri-
al spirit. 

In May the scouts of Troop 178 
made a special trip to the Battle-
ship Texas. 

Here they spent the evening 
(Continued on page 3) 

2nd VICE COMMANDER 

Rob Altman 

 

By David Grandfield Scoutmaster Troop 178 

David Grandfield 
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aboard the ship and learned a great 
deal about the history of this re-
markable ship.  In doing so they 
earned the rank of “Battleship Sail-
or” while the adults earned the rank 
of “Old Salt”.  While there we were 
able to fly the Troop Flag on the 
ship which was a special treat.  
Among some of the notable details 
of the ship are the following: 

 1st Marine Division was ac-
tivated aboard the USS Tex-
as in February of 1941. 

 The first and oldest battle-
ship to become a floating 
museum. 

 Served in World War I and 
World War II 

 Participated in the D-Day 
invasion in Normandy 

 Participated in the Battle of 
Iwo Jima and the Battle of 
Okinawa 

While visiting Battleship Texas we 
also visited the nearby San Jacinto 
Memorial. 

Shortly after our return the boys 
participated in the Memorial Day 
ceremonies at Frisco Commons 
Park Veterans Memorial.  The Sen-
ior Patrol Leader and his Assistant 
Senior Patrol Leader were given 
the honor of walking the flowers 
from the veterans memorial, down 
Corporal Peter J Courcy Cir and 
eventually placing them at the foot 

(Continued from page 2) of the Blue Star Memorial 

Scouts from Troop 178 walking flowers to 
the Blue Star Memorial. 

 Finally in June Troop 178 attend-
ed Summer Camp at Trevor Rees-
Jones Scout Camp in Athens Tex-
as.  While there, the 11 scouts 
earned more than 50 partial or 
complete merit badges in one 
week.  The two scoutmasters in 
attendance earned the Scoutmas-
ters Badge of Merit and the Troop 
earned the Baden Powell Award. 

Troop 178 Scouts in front of the old troop 
trailer about to leave for TRJ Scout Ranch 

Eating dinner at Summer Camp 

Frisco Gold Star Family 

By Chuck Wright, Chairman Government 
Affairs Committee 

This Project is proud 
to announce that the 
City of Frisco has ap-
proved the construction 
of the monument at 
Frisco Commons.  We 

are very pleased to announce the 
site location will be approximately 
15 yards due West of the Frisco 
Veteran Memorial  and be a prom-
inent feature of Frisco Commons 
Park.  The Monument honors the 
sacrifices of the families of those 
who have given their last full 
measure of devotion to their na-
tion.  The monument will be built 
with 4 wood benches surrounded 
by landscaping.  The intent is to 
create a unique space to honor and 
reflect for both Gold Star families 
as well as all citizens a place to 
better understand the sacrifices 
made by our military and their 
families. 

The formal definition of a Gold 
Star Family as defined by the 
America's Gold Star Families:  

"The mission of America’s 
Gold Star Families is to 
provide honor, hope and 
healing to those grieving 
any military loss through 
active duty service in the 
United States Armed 
Forces." 

The project is formally supported 
(Continued on page 4) 

Chuck Wright 



 

4 

by the Mayor and City Council, the 
Frisco Veterans Advisory Board, 
the Frisco Indian Affairs committee 
and Frisco Public Arts.  We look 
forward to adding more organiza-
tions and individuals to our list of 
supporters. 

This project is part of the Hershal 
"Woody Williams" Medal of Honor 
Foundation (an accredited 501(c)
(3) and started by Honorary 
HWWMHF board members; Frisco 
resident Chuck Wright, USMC and 
Roy Brewer retired Air Force Mas-
ter Sgt.  Roy is a recent resident of 
Frisco and headed the 12th Monu-
ment  

(Continued from page 3) Color Guard.   Terry Gilbert and 
Jim Wall have recently joined.     
Anyone else interested in joining  
should contact Fred Rogers or my-
self. 

Post members have been serving 
with the Color Guard by forming a 
service flag detail.   Current mem-
bers for the service flag detail in-
clude: Eric Bonar, Raymond Cage, 
Stephanie Cleveland, Kirk Faulk-
ner, Michael Shasteen, and Dave 
Terry.   We are thankful for these 
members volunteering to assist. 

Of the eleven events conducted in 
the 2nd quarter, we completed our 
third annual “Vets with Vets” 
event at Texas Motor Speed-
way.  This is one of the largest 
Corvette shows in Texas and many 
of the Corvettes are owned by vet-
erans.   Not only do we present the 
Colors with 7 members of the Col-
or Guard and 5 members of the 
Service Flag Detail; but, we get to 
see all the Corvettes up close and 
talk to the owners.  These veteran 
owners have some great military 
stories to tell along with some 
great vehicles, old and new, to dis-
play. 

On Memorial Day, your Color 
Guard had the privilege of raising 
the Flags for the Memorial Day 
Service at Frisco Commons 
Park.  The Memorial Day Service 
is planned and conducted by Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
8273 of Frisco. 

On Thursday, June 27th, we Pre-
sented the Colors for the Army 
Scholarship Foundation and Na-
tional Museum of the U.S. Army 
Gala held at Stonebriar Country 
Club.  The Master of Ceremonies 
was Retired Lt. Colonel Allen 
West and Texas State Senator, An-
gela Paxton, sang the National An-
them. 

Larry Marshall—Color Guard Admin 

PROUD OF OUR FLAG! 
The Post 178 Color Guard had a 
busy yet rewarding 2nd quarter in 
2019.  We presented or posted the 
Colors at eleven different 
events.  During several of these 
events we also presented the branch 
service flags.  Our exposure in the 
community is continuing to grow 
and requests for the Color Guard is 
at an all-time high.   We currently 
have 12 members of the Honor/

Fred Rogers (left) presents a “40-
Year Continuous Membership Certificate” to 
Roy Brewer.  Roy is a loyal attendee at the 
Post meetings and socials following the 
meetings.  Congratulations, Roy!  

Color Guard members practicing folding 
the Flag are: Ted Ruybal, John Ricca, (at 
the far end), Terry Gilbert (left close), and 
Jim Wall (right close). 

By John Allen, Chaplain, Post 178 

On Friday 24 May 
2019, we went to Texas 
State Veterans Home in 
Bonham, Texas for a 
Pre-Memorial Day Cer-
emony and cookout.  
We also took donations 
of two new grills, which 

our Post purchased for 
them and 27 boxes of men’s slippers 
which were donated by the Veterans 
Group at Frisco Lakes. 

The Memorial Day Ceremony was 
conducted by Post Chaplain, John 
Allen.  John Ricca and Ted Ruybal 
posted the colors and Fred Rogers 
played the National Anthem, Service 
Songs and Taps.   

(Continued on page 5) 

BONHAM COOKOUT 

John Allen 

Post members Fred Rogers, Pete Abene, 
Ron Bircher, John Ricca, John Allen, Rich 
Jochem, Tim Schmidt and Ted Ruybal 
stand behind the new BBQ grills and do-
nated merchandise 

John Ricca and Ted Ruybal present the colors 
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During the ceremony, we recog-
nized the Veterans and asked each 
of to tell their branch of service. 

While we were conducting the cer-
emony, Post Members, Tim 
Schmidt, Ron Bircher, Rich 
Jochem, and Pete Abene grilled the 
hamburgers for the residents and 
staff.   

Afterwards we visited with all the 
residents, as service to others al-
ways enriches the soul.  Our con-
tinued support for the veterans 
home is well received by the veter-
ans and staff and we always receive 
more than we give.  We have been 
going there for these cookouts for 
the past four years.  We are nor-
mally invited to go and cookout 
before the three-day holidays 
which helps relieve the staff. 

(Continued from page 4) The vent-ribbed barrels are deep 
blued and have a single bead front 
sight. 

Pete Abene preparing the burgers as his 
companions look on 

By Tracy Gamble, PR Chair , ALA 

Summer is a quiet time 
for many ALA Units 
but 178 isn’t one of 
them!    We just sent 18 
girls to Texas Girls State 

in Seguin — a huge delegation for 
a unit our size!    
 
Our GS citizens had a successful 
week, running for many offices 
(winning some!), being invited to 
present legislation on the floor of 

Tracy Gamble 

the Texas House of Representa-
tives, and even winning “end-of-
session” recognition for their citi-
zenship and leadership.  Congratu-
lations to all the Unit 178 dele-
gates, representing 12 area high 
schools in Frisco and Little Elm.  
We look forward to celebrating 
these young ladies at a reception in 
August, along with their families 
and our generous donors who 
make it all possible. 
 
And, many thanks to all our mem-
bers and the Legion family for 
their support of our cancer research 
fundraiser at the June member 
meeting. A good time was had by 
all! 

Assistant Attorney General Tom Smith 
greeted the Frisco Girls State delegation 
on their visit to the State Capitol. 

Here is the actual shotgun we are 
raffling off on July 4th to raise 
funds so we can continue to sup-
port our youth and veterans in 
need.  Our American Legion Post 
178 does great things for our com-
munity, and we appreciate all of 
you who continue to support our 
efforts 

The Mossberg Silver Reserve II 
Field Over/Under Shotgun has a 
beautiful black walnut, hand-
checkered stock and fore end, and 
a polished silver-finished receiver 
with wrap-around scroll engraving. 

SHOTGUN RAFFLE 

By Matt Ostergaard, Captain Post 178 ALR 
 

During the last week 
in June, the country 
and the entire motor-
cycle community paid 
their last respects to 
seven people killed on 

motorcycles in New Hampshire. 
The motorcyclists were on their 
way to a charity event in New 
Hampshire when a driver of a 
pickup truck struck the group while 
driving in the opposite direction. 
May the fallen watch over us. 
 
As a reminder to live life to the 
fullest, and celebrate freedom and 
everything America has to offer — 
Hunter S. Thompson wrote, “ Life 
should not be a journey to the grave 
with the intention of arriving safely 
in a pretty and well preserved body, 
but rather to skid in broadside in a 
cloud of smoke, thoroughly used 
up, totally worn out, and loudly 
proclaiming, Wow! What a Ride!” 
Never forget those that who didn’t 
return and live your life to the full-
est — just as those in Jarhead Mo-
torcycle Club did. 
 
When two motorcycles pass each 
other, they signal to each other their 
left hand, a number two pointed 
downwards. This means to keep 
both wheels on the road. Help us all 
do just that. 

Ma  Ostergaard 
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By Larry Marshall, Boy’s State Chair 

I am pleased to 
announce that all 
25 young men at-
tended Texas Boys 
State at the Uni-
versity of Texas in 
Austin last 

week.  Thor Anderson, Fred Rogers 
and I met the Statesmen in Plano 
where they traveled to Austin by 
bus. One of our Statesman, traveled 
to Austin earlier.  The young men 
were wearing their red Frisco T-
Shirts that were donated by the 
Frisco Visit Frisco Convention Bu-
reau.  We had at least two States-
men (Kathan Gandhi and Brian Ur-
quidez) qualify for the 16 finalist 
for Boys Nation; however, they did 
not make the cut.  That did not 
minimize their motivation for the 
Boys State program.  Post 178 has 
sent 107 young men to Texas Boys 
State in the past six years. 

All 25 Statesmen were represented 
by all 25 of their parents for Par-
ents Day at Texas Boys State.  I am 
sure this is the first time that all our 
young men were represented by 
their parents.  The parents were 
very supportive of the program and 
most of the parents attended Boys 
State Orientation. 

We had the honor of having two 
prior Boy Statesmen provide some 
insight into what the 25 young men 
could expect at Texas Boys State 
and how they should approach the 
week’s experience.  They were: Dr. 
Todd Fouche, Deputy Superinten-
dent of Business and Operations for 
the Frisco Independent School Dis-
trict and Mr. Charles Ansley, Re-
tired CEO of Ansley Ventures, Inc. 
with Global experience in leading 
and managing both national and 
global sales and marketing at IBM, 
EDS, AT&T, DSC, Symon Com-
munications, and RMG Networks.  

These gentlemen were a great ad-
dition to our Boys State Orienta-
tion program. 

I have had numerous emails from 
the young men since they re-
turned from Austin.  Following are 
excerpts from some of them:  

From Saketh Servenalli; “I would like 
to convey my thankfulness and appre-
cia on towards you for giving me the 
opportunity to be a part of one of the 
greatest and most amazing programs 
I have ever been a part of. Not only 
did Boys State provide me with new 
and important knowledge about our 
great state government’s structure, 
but it was also one of the most fun 
experiences I have ever had” 

From Akhilash Parimeru; “I cannot 
express in words what the last five 
days have done. Going into this expe-
rience, I didn't know what to expect, 
but my expecta ons were surpassed 
and more. The life long friends, mem-
ories, and knowledge I have gained 
will be with me forever.  I look for-

ward to sharing my experience with 
younger students and hopefully re-
turn in the years to come as a counse-
lor.” 

From Aus n Probst; “Before a end-
ing, I was nervous, self-conscious, and 
felt as if I would fail to succeed due to 
my lack of understanding. However, 
a er conversing with you and gaining 
reassurance during orienta on and at 
the Plano Post prior to bus departure, 
it had casted my doubts aside and put 
me in the correct mindset to thrive at 
Boys State...learning more about my-
self than I have in my 16 years on this 
Earth.” 

From Kathan Gandhi; “Although 
words won't be enough, I would like 
to express my wholehearted appreci-
a on for giving me the wonderful 
opportunity to a end the reputed 
Texas Boys State program. The pro-
gram has outlived the expecta ons 
set by your words.  I have ‘learned by 
doing’ and definitely became a be er 
speaker over the course of the pro-
gram….Overall, I have gained a be er 
understanding of how the state gov-
ernment works, how to gain support, 
how to judge people, and how to 
choose from many op ons. The pro-
gram presented a new challenge as I 
had to compete with some of the best 
from Texas “ 

We will have some of the States-
men at our July and August mem-
bership meeting to brief us on their 
experience at Texas Boys State. 

In September, Mayor Cheney will 
read a Proclamation to all 25 

Our Boy’s State delegates as they prepare to embark on their journey to Austin 
Larry Marshall 

Commander Fred Rogers Addresses the 
Boy’s State delegation and their parents at 
the orientation session held at Frisco ISD 
Administration building on May 20, 2019 
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Statesmen at a City Council meet-
ing - Date to be determined.  In No-
vember, the Frisco Independent 
School District will honor the 
Statesmen at a Board of Trustees 
meeting  - Date to be determined. 

For our July meeting, we have a 
past Statesman from 2016 speak at 
our membership meeting.  Leo 
Cheshire, who just completed his 
sophomore year at the Air Force 
Academy.  I will let Leo tell you 
what he is planning on doing once 
he graduates. 

I would like to thank the Boys State 
Post Committee for their assis-
tance.  They were: Paul Jones, Ed 
Kelly, Marty Martel, Ted Ruybal, 
and Larry Wilhelm.  It has been an 
honor to serve you, the Post, and 
the 25 Statesmen as your Boys 
State Chair.  I wish to thank all of 
you for your support. 

 A substantial donation from 
Frisco Station Partners, Vietnam 
Prisoners of War Veterans Reun-
ion, Frisco Lakes Veterans Group, 
and Scott & Deborah Dillingham 
complimented the donations from 
other members and friends of Post 
178.  Without these contributions 
Post 178 would not have been able 
to send these 25 young men to 
Texas Boys State.  .  

(Continued from page 6) HOA fees (if applicable), home 
warranty, and future closing 
costs.  Upon graduation from the 
program, Operation Homefront 
deeds the home to the family. 

Having the stability of a home will 
help make her family stronger and 
more secure, an opportunity that 
would not be possible without 
HOTH and Operation Home-
front’s partners, she said. 

 “It's an amazing thing that (the 
donors) are doing,” Kari said. “It’s 
a wonderful opportunity for me 
and my family and I’m honestly 
just so grateful and appreciative. 

In partnership with nonprofits na-
tionally JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
has donated more than 1000 
homes – an investment over $185 
million – to military families as 
part of the firm’s Military Home 
Awards program. 

Condensed from article by Jake J. Crater Jr. 

In partnership with Operation 
Homefront, JPMorgan Chase & 
Co. donated a home on Wednesday 
May 15th to Navy Veteran Kari 
Spencer.   

At more than 2,000 square feet, 
with four-bedrooms and two-
bathrooms, there was plenty of 
room for her and her kids, son 
Tristan, 12, and daughters, Isabel-
la, 11, and Elisabeth, 3  . Even bet-
ter, the home was right down the 
street from Kari’s mom, who often 
watches the kids while Kari is at 
school or work. 

Her kids are “super excited,” she 
said. “They understand that the 
house is a blessing.” 

 As part of the program, Kari will 
receive customized financial coun-
seling to build savings, reduce debt 
and improve credit.  While living 
in the homes mortgage-free, fami-
lies must make monthly payments 
to cover property taxes, insurance, 

Former Navy Seaman Kari Spencer and 
her three children 

 

 

Please remember that 
the most current cal-
endar of upcoming 

events is maintained 
on our website at: 

https://friscolegion.org/calendar/ 

American Legion Post 178 

Fundraiser Cruise 
Please plan to join us on Octo-
ber 20, 2019 as we depart Gal-
veston for a 7-night cruise to 
Cozumel, Georgetown, Grand 
Cayman & Falmouth Jamaica 
on the beautiful Liberty of the 
Seas. 

100% of all monies raised on this 
amazing cruise go to support our 
Post 178 Children & Youth pro-
grams.  Full details are available 
at 469-294-8900 or 
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/frisco. 
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Thank you for a 

great year!  It has 
been an honor to 
serve the Peter J 

Courcy Post 178 for this last year 
and I look forward to the great 
things we will accomplish together 
this next year.  One of my duties is 
to serve you as the Membership 
Chair. 

We achieved our membership goal 
for the 2018-2019 year with 516 
members (108.2%) of our goal.  
Thank you for all who worked so 
hard recruiting members and repre-
senting our post with pride. Our 
goal for the 2019-2020 year is 526 
members, the recruiting year is 
from July 1 to June 30th.   

How you can help! 

Renew - To renew for the new year 
just go to www.Legion.org/renew.  
You will need your 9-digit ID num-
ber, and within a few short steps 
you can have this marked off your 
to do list. If you do not know your 
ID number, please contact me at 
thoramlegion@gmail.com and I 
can send it to you.  You can also 
bring a check to the next meeting 
on July 16th and we will laminate 
your card for you. 

Recruit - Invite your neighbors, co
-workers, and friends to join us.  
Our post has challenged each one 
of its members to recruit at least 1 
new member each year.  There is a 
pride of being associated with this 
great group of patriots who served 
their country in such an honorable 
way. Actively look for opportuni-
ties to offer other veterans’ the op-
portunity to feel that pride also. We 

have forms for you to carry or just 
get their name and number to the 
membership committee and we 
will contact them on your behalf.  

Thank you for helping by Renew-
ing as soon as possible and Re-
cruiting one new member this 
year.  I look forward to seeing all 
of you at the next membership 
meeting!  Thank you, also, for your 
honorable service to America and 
your continued support of Post 
178! 

Thor Anderson, 1st Vice Commander 

work with you to complete and 
submit the form necessary to get 
permission for usage? 
 
My grandfather is helping me de-
sign the vinyl wrap for the bins 
and this process will take a few 
weeks to complete the design, or-
der the vinyl wraps and then the 
work to get some professional help 
to put them on the bins. 
 
My fundraising is going very well 
(Thanks again!) and I reached out 
to a local Frisco hardscaping 
company to make sure I have esti-
mated that work properly and to 
solicit some professional help 
when it comes time to execute the 
fire pit and walls.”  

1st Vice Commander 

Thor Anderson 

By Matthew Miller, Troop 77 

“I wanted to give you an update 
that I have ordered four of the flag 
donation bins and they will be de-
livered in the next 7-10 days. I am 
currently working on the design of 
the vinyl wrap for them and in the 
process of acquiring the logos 
needed to complete this. A vinyl 
wrap will make sure we have the 
highest quality appearance that 
lasts.  

I understand that the American 
Legion has a couple different logo/
shields that are all possibilities for 
this. I also know that we need to 
obtain official permission for their 
usage. Please let me know which 
shield is preferred and then I can 

AN UPDATE OF MY EAGLE 
SCOUT PROJECT 

Chaplain John Allen and mem-
bers of Post 178 Color Guard 
conducted a Memorial Day cere-
mony for the residents at Sunrise 
Assisted Living in Frisco.  Each 
year, our Post conducts similar 
ceremonies at numerous nursing 
homes and assisted living facili-
ties throughout Collin and Den-
ton Counties. 
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By Stuart Sax, Chairman, Law and Order Com-
mittee 

The Law & Order 
Committee of Post 
178 was again asked 
to research and submit 
the names of nominees 
from Frisco in four 

categories for awards by the De-
partment of Texas.  The three orig-
inal categories are Law Enforce-
ment Officer Award, Firefighter 
Award, and EMT/Paramedic 
Award.  This year an additional 
category was added for Outstand-
ing Enlisted National Guard/
Reservist Award.  After considera-
ble research and screening, the fol-
lowing nominees were selected. 

Law Enforcement 
Officer Award 
nominee is Officer 
Radd Rotello.  
Radd has been 

with the Frisco Police Department 
for seven years starting with jail 
duty and followed by patrol duty.  
He is currently the Community Ser-
vices Officer with key responsibili-
ties in the areas of active shooter 
awareness and instruction in 
schools, religious institutions and 
corporate environments.  He is also 
a hostage negotiator and part of the 
crisis intervention team.  Radd is a 
Texas native married to his high 
school sweetheart and is a military 
veteran currently serving in the Ar-
my Reserves. 

Firefighter Award 
nominee is Captain 
Trey Stout.  
Trey is a second-

generation U.S. Marine with tours 
in Desert Storm and Desert Shield.  
He used his GI Bill to enter the 
construction field but missed the 

teamwork and volunteered for two 
years with the Frisco Fire Depart-
ment before deciding to make it his 
fulltime career.  He is trained in 
numerous areas of firefighting in-
cluding heavy rescue protocols.  
Additionally, he is a trained EMT/
Paramedic.  He has completed the 
prestigious Georgia Smoke Divers 
Program and is currently working 
to establish the program here.  
Trey has been with the department 
for over twenty years and is mar-
ried with one adult child. 

EMT/Paramedic 
Award nominee is 
Deputy Chief 
Scott Vetterick.  
Scott is both a 

ground and a flight paramedic.  He 
has extensive experience in ambu-
lance service while also serving as 
a helicopter pilot and firefighter.  
Scott is responsible for establish-
ing a field amputation protocol for 
the department in conjunction with 
area trauma hospitals.  That pro-
gram was put into full use just 
three months after completion and 
helped save the life of a local con-
struction worker.  Chief Vetterick 
is a role model for the entire de-
partment and has been recognized 
for his service and integrity.  He is 
married to a nurse and they have 
three children.   

This year’s nominee for 
the newly established 
National Guard/
Reservist Award is Sgt. 
Patrick Kromrey.  

Following eight years of active du-
ty in the U.S. Navy, Patrick transi-
tioned into the Army National 
Guard and entered jump school.  
He is an elite member of the na-
tion’s only National Guard Air-
borne Battalion and spends his 
summers with the 3rd Maneuver 
Battalion of the 173rd Brigade 
Combat team in Vicensa, Italy as 
well as other European theaters.  In 
his limited free time, Patrick oper-
ates an independent remodeling 

business.  He now has his sights 
set on becoming the oldest active 
paratrooper in the Army later this 
year following his 50th birthday. 

As of this printing, Deputy Chief 
Scott Vetterick and Sgt. Patrick 
Kromrey have been selected to 
proceed to the Department Con-
vention for consideration.  We 
congratulate each of our nominees 
and extend a note of thanks to sev-
eral members of the Frisco Fire 
and Police Departments for their 
assistance in the selection of these 
nominees. 

Law & Order 
Award Expands To 

Four Nominees 

Stuart Sax 

We have two of our members on 
the list - please consider sending 
them a card of well wishes, an 
email or a personal phone call. 

Marty Martel was admitted to 
the hospital and subsequently had 
surgery.  He is now home recover-
ing.  His contact information is: 
6179 Eagle Point Ln, Frisco, TX 
75034 
(martymartel@sbcglobal.com) 

Raymond Vinson was admitted 
to the hospital and subsequently 
had surgery.  He is now home 
(ray@rvinson.com) 

John Allen, Chaplain, Post 178 

 

*Supporter Recognition* 

We are gratefully apprecia-
tive to Peggy & Ron Naas, 
Frisco Printing & Graphics 
for their support by printing 

our “Award Winning” 
Newsletter for the next 

Year. 
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have at least 2 Elementary Schools 
and two Middle school participate 
in our program this school year. 
 
We encourage you to join us!  You 
would only have to talk with stu-
dents about 1 week in Sept, Dec., 
and March. Then participate in the 
end of the year Awards ceremony. 
We will have a presentation set up 
for you, so all you have to do is 
follow the script.  

Additionally, now 5 years later, 
post 178 will have at least one of 
our past TBS delegates graduating 
from a Service Academy each 
year for the next 5 years.  This is 
truly a tribute to the post 178 
members who have volunteered 
their time to make Texas Boys 
State a super success from many 
angles. 

Fred Rogers 

By Ted Ruybal, School Awards Chair 

The Post 178 Amer-
ican Legion School 
Awards program is 
designed to introduce 
Elementary, Middle 
school and High 

school students to the 6 core quali-
ties of active citizenship. These 
core qualities are; Courage, Honor, 
Scholarship, Leadership, Service 
and Patriotism. 
 
We  completed our first year of this 
program working with Corbell Ele-
mentary School in North West 
Frisco.  They were very pleased 
with our program and have asked 
us back for the next school year. 
 
This is a very rewarding program. 
It allows young students to interact 
with a veteran and to learn what it 
takes to become citizens of the 
highest quality.  
 
We met with the students during 
the school year to discuss the im-
portance of the core qualities, and 
in May, each 5th grade class select-
ed a boy and girl who demonstrated 
these qualities. Then a committee 
met to determine the best  2 stu-
dents from the 12 selected.  
 
During their end of the year 
Awards program we awarded cer-
tificates and medals to the Boys 
and Girls selected by their peers as 
the Students who best demonstrat-
ed all the core qualities. 
 
Terry Gilbert and I will be  contact-
ing other schools in the Frisco area 
for the 2019 - 2020 School year 
starting in August. Our goal is to 

Peter J Courcy Post 178 - Frisco, 
TX conducted their first meeting 
on 13 January 2014.  The first or-
der of business was to elect post 
officers.  The second order of busi-
ness was to consider a motion that 
the post sponsor 7 Frisco High 
School juniors to attend Texas 
Boys State in June 2014.  One of 
those 7 delegates was Freddie 
Kratz, who went on to be selected 
to attend Boys Nation.   Today – 
We are very proud to announce 
that 2nd Lieutenant Freddie Kratz 
recently graduated from the Mili-
tary Academy at West Point.  He 
will be an Armor Officer. 

School Awards 
Program 

RECENT BOY’S 
STATE DELEGATE 

GRATUATES FROM 
WEST POINT 

 Freddie Kratz 

CYBER SECURITY 

SOME OF THE THINGS 
WE SHOULD KNOW 

On April 18, 2019, Rob Altman, 
2nd Vice Commander, introduced 
our membership guest speaker, 
Justin McCorkle, Account Manage 
for Tuearis Cyber.  Some of his 
comments were: 

“...Cyber security is the process of 
protecting and recovering net-
works, devices, and programs 
from any type of cyberattack.  Fol-
low these steps for cyber safety: 

1 - Only use trusted sites when 
providing personal information. 

2 - Don't open email attachments 
or click links in emails from un-
known individuals or companies. 

3 - Always keep your devices 
(Computers, Phones, & IPads) 
updated.  Software updates con-
tain important procedures to fix 
security issues. 

4 - Back up your files regularly to 
prevent cyber security attack. 

Staying informed and being cau-
tious online are two of the best 
ways to help protect yourself and 
your business” 

Excerpts from Justin McCorkle 


