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Presidents Day, February 18, 
2019, marked another milestone 
for Post 178.  We can all be very 
proud that our Post was selected 
by the Department of Texas to host 
the 2019 and 2020 State Oratorical 
Finals.   

This 82-years-old Americanism 
program, a Constitutional Speech 
Contest, began this year in late 
2018 with Posts across the state 
holding contests to select contest-

ants to advance to the District and 
Division levels.  The winners 
from each of the 4 Divisions 
earned a spot at the state-level 
contest. 

Tanner David won the contest 
and is headed to the annual Na-
tional Contest in Indianapolis 
April 6-8, 2019 to compete for 
$48,000 in scholarships.  The 
championship finals will be held 

(Continued on page 2) 

State 2019 Oratorical Finals 
Held in Frisco 

The four finalists in this year’s Texas Oratorical competition are; (L-R) Paige 
Shaneck, Post 53, Dallas, 1st Division winner; Victoria Permann, Post 240, 
Stevenville, 4th Division winner; Tanner David, Post 115, Belleville, 3rd Divi-

sion winner and Rajveer Kindra, Post 324, Houston, 2nd Division winner. 
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Sunday, April 7 at 10 a.m. EDT, and 
will be streamed on Facebook Live 
at www.facebook.com/
americanlegionhq.  Eight of the 53 
competitors are returning from the 
2018 contest. 

Sunday night preceding the contest a 
banquet was sponsored by Post 178 at 
the Crest Infinity Event Center.  Those 
in attendance, in addition to the con-
testants and their families, were Le-
gion representatives from across the 
state. 

Our appreciation goes out to the 
Frisco Independent School District 
for allowing the contest to be held in 
their Trustees Board Room, an out-
standing venue.  Also, to Crest Infin-
ity for their participation with a fajita 
dinner.  The Unit 178 Auxiliary par-
ticipated and played a huge role in 
planning the event and 
the hospitality.   
       

(Continued from page 1) 

Larry Marshall was born in For-
est City, NC in 1944 where his 
family owned and operated a farm 
raising corn, wheat, cotton, beef 
cattle, hogs and chickens.  He 
graduated from East Rutherford 
High School in 1963 (63 kids in 
graduating class) where he played 
football, baseball and basketball 
(was All-Conference in baseball 
and basketball).  He learned his 
work ethic doing construction, 
dairy farming and misc. jobs dur-
ing the summers to earn spending 
money.   
 
He attended University of North 
Carolina part-time until receiving 
a draft notice in April 1965.  As an 
alternative to being drafted into 
the Army Larry opted for a 4-year 
enlistment in the Air Force (1965-
1969).   
 
He did his basic training in San 
Antonio, TX then moved on to a 
32-week air photo reconnaissance 
training school in Denver, CO.  
Next, he was assigned to 12-week 
instructor training school at Air 
Training Command (ATC) at 
Lowery Air Force Base in Denver.  
Following his schooling he led a 
team analyzing the reconnaissance 
film that U-2’s brought in from 
around the world.  At age 21 he 
wrote, organized and taught ad-
vanced courses in photo recon-
naissance.  Over the ensuing 
months he volunteered multiple 
times to go to Viet Nam, because 
he felt it was his patriotic duty and 
besides, he wanted to see a little of 
the world.  But his requests were 
repeatedly rejected, because the 
Air Force felt that his role at ATC 
was far too important.  He had a 
top Secret (Cryto) clearance and 
served a critical need at Lowery 
AFB. 
 
Larry met and married his wife, 

Judy, in June 1968 through her 
brother who was a student in one 
of his classes.  Their first son, 
Barry, was born in 1969 and sec-
ond son, Garry, was born in 1972.  
He was discharged in July 1969 
and moved to Rantoul, IL. where 
Judy’s father, a Chief Master Ser-
geant at Chanute Air Force Base, 
and family lived.   

 
Larry went to work with McDon-
alds Corporation in late 1969 and 
began an odyssey that moved his 
family to St Louis, Kansas City, 
back to Chicago, then ultimately 
to Plano, TX.  As a VP with 
McDonalds in 1980, he was in 
charge of field operations, nation-
ally and internationally, with re-
sponsibilities of managing the 
“consultants” that oversaw selec-
tion and operations of restaurant 
sites all over the world.  The con-
sultants, who were employees of 
McDonalds, saw to it that all fran-
chisees were in compliance with 
Corporate policies and proce-
dures. 
 
Larry traveled extensively all over 
South America, Europe, Asia, 
Australia and China… 40 coun-
tries in all.  The only major coun-

(Continued on page 3) 

Post 178 Commander Fred Rogers presents open-
ing comments at the 2019 Oratorical Banquet.  In 

photo (L-R) Barbara Hemmer, State Oratorical 
Chair; Rogers;  Lloyd Buckmaster, State Com-

mander; Brenda Towers, Auxiliary State President; 
and Jon Kingston, Sons of The American Legion 

State Commander. 

A packed house witnessed the competition be-
tween the four superb Oratorical finalists at the 

Frisco ISD Board Room facilities.. 

MEMBER PROFILE 

Airman Larry Marshall—1965 

Fred Rogers 
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try that he didn’t see duty in was 
Russia. 

  Larry retired in 1989 at the age 
of 44 with the expectation that he 
would enjoy a leisurely life with 
his wife, children and grandchil-
dren.  Judy passed away in 2001 
and he was left alone to raise his 
then teenage sons.  He moved 
from Plano to Frisco in 2008 
 
Larry used to frequent the VFW 
for social occasions with his fa-
ther-in-law and family in Rantoul 
when they lived in IL but was to-
tally unfamiliar with the Ameri-
can Legion until he moved to 
Frisco Lakes and met his neigh-
bor, Fred Rogers, one day.  After 
listening to Fred, he immediately 
became enthralled with the Le-
gion and what it stood for.  So, 
within a week of enrolling in Post 
178 he was serving as the Train-
ing Chair.  Six months later he 
became 2nd Vice Commander and 
5-months after that was elevated 
to 1st Vice Commander. As 1st 
Vice, Larry led the team that 
achieved record growth for the 
Post enabling it to receive over 
$2,000 in membership awards 
and recognition by National as an 

“exemplary post”.  He also took on 
the responsibility of chairing the 
Voter Registration program and 
serving in the post Color/Honor 
Guard.  Larry now chairs the Boy’s 
State program where he is in the 
process of organizing and sending a 
record 25 high school juniors from 
Frisco high schools to Austin for a 
week of experiential learning in the 
US form of government.  Larry 
serves on the Executive Committee 
providing his insights and leader-
ship to the management team of 
Post 178.  He also serves as the 
Chair of Voter’s Registration and as 
Administrator of Post 178 Color/
Honor Guard.  
 
An avid outdoorsman, Larry spends 
his spare time at his ranch in Cole-
man TX. where he cultivates 25 of 
his 289 acres growing wheat, oats, 
corn and various vegetables to feed 
the wildlife on the ranch.  He has 
numerous “blinds” from which he 
hunts and otherwise spends hours 
just sitting and watching the wild-
life. 
 
Larry feels that all citizens have a 
duty to serve their country in some 
capacity.  He feels that the maturity 
and discipline gained from the mili-
tary would serve them well in their 
whole life...as it has him.  He is a 
man of unlimited talents and unbri-
dled enthusiasm and dedication to 
God and Country! 

 
By Terry Meyering 

Larry in a helicopter surveying a site to locate a 
new McDonald’s restaurant— 1985 

We are gearing 
up, so to speak, 
for prime riding 
season here in 
North Texas. We 
are tuning our 
bikes and our 
skills. I ask all of 

you in cages (cars) to think 
about a few things as more 
bikes are on the road. 

First, increase following dis-
tance behind and around bikers. 
That random ladder that fell out 
of a pickup might damage your 
car – but you can still drive over 
it. Riding over an obstacle like 
that can be a disaster, so give us 
some room to maneuver if we 
need to. 

Second, most bike crashes oc-
cur on turns and intersections. 
Crashes in turns are generally 
the rider’s fault. Crashes at in-
tersections are usually the cages 
fault. Keep an eye out for bikes, 
especially at intersections. 

Lastly, motorcycles are a small-
er object to see – no matter 
where you’re driving. Riders 
have the same right to the road 
and the lane as cages do. Let’s 
share the road! 

Matt Ostergaard, ALR Director 

Matt Ostergaard 

About this newsletter 
 

This periodic newsletter, produced by the 
members, for the members and about the 
members, is designed to highlight the 
many activities of Post 178 in support of 
Veterans, Youth and the Community at 
large.  If you have something you would 
like to submit for publication, or merely ask 
a question,  please note our contact infor-
mation below: 

15520 Calico Ct. 
Frisco, TX  75035 

903-216-1514 
frrtx@icloud.com 

 
http://friscolegion.org or 
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Spring has sprung for 
your Auxiliary mem-
bers! We are in the 
thick of a full season 
of ALA activities, and 
just recently spread 

some Easter joy by preparing good-
ie baskets for the ladies we support 
in residence at the veterans’ home 
in Bonham. Some of our ALA Jun-
ior members joined us to help, and 
we socialized after the March 
member meeting and assembled 
Easter treats and cards.  
We have also recently inducted 
several new members, at monthly 
meetings. As with so much that 
Unit 178 does, the recommended 
induction ceremony is uniquely 
ours, complete with feather boas. A 
hearty welcome to the ladies join-
ing our sisterhood – and thank you 
to all our members for your sup-
port, as our Unit has achieved over 
130% of our membership goal for 
2019!   

Unit 178 is also preparing for Me-
morial Day remembrance activities 
with a Poppy-Making Party, to be 
hosted in April at the home of our 
President, Glena Rogers. We are 
looking forward to fellowship and 
some “crafty” creative time; the 
ladies are armed and dangerous… 
with glue guns. 

It was our pleasure to support 
Post 178 in hosting the State Ora-
torical Competition on Presi-
dent’s Day. What an inspiration, 
to hear young Texans present 
their heartfelt original essays on 
the topic of the US Constitution! 
The event included a banquet on 
Sunday night and the speech 
competition, which was beautiful-
ly presented in the Frisco ISD 
Board Room.  

(Clockwise from Left) Virginia Mendlik, 
Marianne Riberich, Pam Break, Vickie Al-
len, and Glena Rogers greeted visitors and 
distinguished guests at the 2019 State 
Oratorical Contest held in Frisco. 
 

Our Girls State program is soar-
ing along, with our 2018 dele-
gates soon to be honored at a 
meeting of the Frisco ISD Board 
of Trustees. Our 2019 citizen se-
lection process is complete, 
thanks to many hours of support 
from our members who assisted 
with interviewing the students 
and reviewing applications.  
Word of Texas Girls State is 
growing throughout the area, and 
we had over 50 applicants this 
year!  From that number, ALA 
Unit 178 has selected 18 juniors 
to attend Texas Girls State in 
June.   
It is an honor to have received 
incredible community support for 
these Girls State delegates, with 
contributions coming in from 
Frisco Lakes Veterans Associa-
tion, Republican Women of 
Greater North Texas, Frisco City 
Councilman Will Sowell, Frisco 
Women’s League, and several 
individuals from the Legion Fam-
ily. Our biggest gift was from 

Frisco Sunrise Rotary, who spon-
sored 10 students this year!  Their 
generosity is humbling, and we are 
proud to partner with this group 
whose patriotism is so symbiotic 
to our own.  (Sunrise Rotary is the 
sponsor of the Frisco Flag Sub-
scription program which delivers 
and installs a beautiful 3’ x 5’ flag 
to your home on seven holidays 
that honor our country. Funds 
raised from this program go back 
to the community, so please con-
sider supporting the Sunrise Rota-
ry as they support the Legion 
Family!)   Please save the date for 
August 22, when we will thank 
our sponsors and recognize our 
returning Girls State citizens at a 
reception hosted by ALA Unit 
178. 
 
By Tracy Gamble, ALA Public Relations chair 

(L to R) Ann Anderson, Cindy Burns, and 
Marianne Riberich are inducted by Unit Pres-
ident Glena Rogers as Secretary/Treasurer 

Linda Parsons looks on. 

Tracy Gamble 

Hi Post mem-
bers!  You may know 
me; my name is Boots 
Bagby and I am the 
one who has been 
goofy in our meetings. 
As some of you know 

last August I got rid of just about 
all my stuff and bought a mo-
torhome RV.   

Since then I went full time and 
have been traveling around the 
Southwest.  My plans are as soon 
as the weather warms up to head to 

(Continued on page 5) 

My “home” - a Newmar 40’ Canyon Start 

The Travels of 
RVBagby 

By Boots Bagby 
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places much north of Texas.  Re-
cently Fred asked me if I would 
write something for the Post News-

letter on my travels and maybe on a 
continuing basis.  My first reaction 
was, “absolutely no way!”  But 
then I got to thinking that I might 
be able to share with you what I see 
in our country.  The country each 
of us in one way or another has 
served and defended.  The country 
I believe God created for a special 
purpose.  What I am going to try 
and do is share with pictures and 
writing what I see and experience.   

Please let Fred or Terry know if 
this is a good idea or if you would 
like to suggest I add or subtract an-
ything.  This article outlines where 
I have been. 

Since I started full timing last fall I 
have been to campgrounds outside 
of Houston, San Antonio, Lake 
Texhoma, Yuma, Quartzite, Phoe-
nix, and Tucson.   

(Continued from page 4) 

Going forward my article will cov-
er what I have seen and experi-
enced.  I look forward to your 
comments. 

Boots 

Inside my Coach 

This is a view of New Mexico, out of my wind-
shield, as I’m on my way to Yuma AZ. 

. 

Boots 

People are the best thing about “full 
timing.”  This is a great campground in 
Yuma, AZ.  The guy in the red hat 
should look similar to someone you all 
know.  He is Ben Strand, Mike Strand’s 
younger brother.  

Hiking near Phoenix.  Beautiful country! 

Robert D. Duerr, charter mem-
ber of Post 178,  passed on Satur-
day, March 2, 2019.  Cards of con-
dolence can be sent to the family 
of Robert Duerr, 803 N. Morris 
Street, McKinney, TX  75069. 

 

In Memorium 

 

 

Bill Bannon, in nursing home. 

Judy Rhodes, shoulder surgery.  

David Ball, stroke. 

Randall Wilkins, major surgery. 

David Weaver, cancer. 

Kennedy Nickell, illness. 

Ed Mendlik, stent and cardiac 
cauterization. 

The Post 178 ''Cookout 
Gang'' will go to the 
Bonham State Veterans 
Home on Friday, May 
24th to provide a Memo-
rial Day Ceremony and 

cookout for the 165 veteran resi-
dents.  Anyone who wishes to join 
us are encouraged to come.   
 
While there, we will be presenting 
two new barbeque grills donated 
by Post 178 members.  The most 
important element of these trips is 
the time we get to spend with the 
veterans.  A lot of them don't get 
visited very often and our trips 
help them feel appreciated.  “We 
always receive more than we give, 
as service to others enriches the 
soul !”  

John Allen , Asst Chaplain 

Bonham Pilgrimage 

John Allen 

The “Cookout Gang”: Tim Schmidt, Marty 
Martel, John Allen, Gary Nigro, Ron Bircher 
and Les Marshall as they prepare a meal for 

the Bonham residents.  
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Your American Le-
gion helps keep a 
close eye on what is 
happening in Austin 
and is following sev-
eral bills.   The Legis-
lature is in session 

and with it a record number of 
bills have been filed.   The no. 1 
thing a member of the American 
Legion can do to support Veter-
ans is to let your State House 
Representative and Senator know 
you are a voter and want to keep 
an eye on Veteran issues.   This is 
followed closely by making sure 

I am pleased to an-
nounce that Post 178 
Boys State Commit-
tee has selected 25 

young men to attend Texas Boys 
State on Sunday, June 9, 2019 
through Friday, June 14, 2019 at 
the University of Texas in Aus-
tin.  These young men were se-
lected from 12 high schools in 
Frisco.  The high school Princi-
pals, Counselors, and Teachers 
nominated junior high school 
students from each of their re-
spective schools.  We had 36 
juniors nominated and 25 were 
selected by the Post Committee 
to attend Boys State. 

The Texas Boys State orientation 
will be held on Monday, May 
20, 2019 at 6:30 P.M. at the 
Frisco Independent School Dis-

trict Administrative Building 
located at 5515 Ohio Drive, 
Frisco, TX 75035.  Following 
their week at the University of 
Texas, they will be attending 
one of our Membership meet-
ings (in July & August) ex-
plaining what they learned and 
experienced at Texas Boys 
State.  The Mayor of Frisco will 
recognize them with a Procla-
mation at a City Council meet-
ing and Frisco Independent 
School District will recognize 
them at one of the FISD Board 
meetings. 

Your Boys State Committee 
included: Paul Jones, Ed Kelly, 
Marty Martel, Ted Ruybal, Lar-
ry Wilhelm, and myself.  A spe-
cial thank you to these gentle-
men for their time and contin-
ued support of the Boys State 

Larry Marshall 

program.  They spent 7 days in 
February and March conduct-
ing the interviews.  Each inter-
view took 30 to 40 minutes per 
nominee with an evaluation at 
the end of the interview. 

Fred Rogers, Norm Burgess, 
and I have attended Texas Boys 
State as Counselors and I thor-
oughly enjoyed the experi-
ence.  Some members of the 
Post will be going to Austin on 
Thursday, June 13th to attend 
Legion Day.  Should you have 
an interest in attending Legion 
Day, please contact me so a car 
pool can be set up. 

We are proud of these young 
men and know they will repre-
sent our Post, City of Frisco, 
and School District extremely 
well. 

Larry Marshall, Boy’s State Chair 

you vote.   How easy is it to find 
your representative?    Three 
words, google "who represents 
me" or 
www.whorepresentsme.com. 

The American Legion strongly 
supports keeping the promises of 
Hazelwood which means they 
oppose HJR99 which is a back 
door to attacking Hazelwood. 

There are several bills filled 
about property tax relief for disa-
bled Veterans (SB 176/HB 275; 
HJR 131; SB2060 and more).   
The American Legion supports 
such relief though now is not tak-
ing one bill over another, except: 
AL opposes HJR 44 & HB 716 

HB 620 relates to Women Veter-

an Suicide.   The concern is iden-
tity politics and that we should 
fund mental health programs for 
veterans with no regard to gender 
or race.   

There are several important bills 
related to the waiving of licens-
ing fees and crediting veterans 
with military training.  This aids 
in transition.    

Examples include:  HB 4413 
(Also includes spouses) HB2213 
& SB 270 (Nurses) HB 2214 
(Occupational licensing) SB 
1216/HB 1091 (Peace Officers) 

Remember “WHO REPRE-
SENTS ME"   reach out, let them 
know you are one of their con-
stituents. 

Chuck Wright, Post Legislative Chair 

 

The Texas 86th Legisla-
tive Session 

Chuck Wright 
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Our 25 delegates to Boy’s State for 2019 

Jorge Arts 
   Frisco HS 

Blake Butterfield 
Lone Star HS 

Preston Cook 
Legacy Christian Acad 

Karston Farragut 
    Reedy HS 

Kathan Gandhi 

Liberty HS 

Andre Ketter Jr. 
Independence HS 

Jadon Kind 

Memorial HS 

Lucas Jones 

Wakeland HS 

Jake Marshall 
Wakeland HS 

Lucas Oliveira 
Independence HS 

Chris Pardo 
Frisco HS 

Akhilash Parime-
ru Centennial HS 

Austin Probst 
Lebanon HS 

Ritvik Ramakrishnan 
Memorial HS 

Adrian Rivera 

Lone Star HS 
Thomas Rosales 

Memorial HS 

Hunter Rutledge 
Frisco HS 

Samyam Lohan”s 
Lebanon HS 

SaiSaketh Sarvepalli 
Centennial HS 

Kireeti S Setty 
Heritage HS 

Sohum Shah 
Liberty HS 

Rylan Texada 
Lebanon HS 

Brian D Urquidez 
Centennial HS 

John M Wilburn 
Home School 

Dylan Zlatinski 
Liberty HS 
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the true measure of our strength, 
then doesn’t it make sense that 
our membership will grow if we 
increase our activity? 

I am continually reminded of 
how grateful we must be for the 
opportunities afforded us and all 
we have accomplished in the five 
years of our post’s existence.  
Please accept my personal thanks 
for your membership, your sup-
port of Post 178 and your honora-
ble service to America.  

Fred Rogers 

 

Possibly the most 
important internal 
event each year for 
Post 178 is our officer 
elections.  The Execu-

tive Committee has appointed Del-
bert Parsons as Nominating Chair 
and he has formed the Nominating 
Committee.  During our May meet-
ing the Committee will report their 
list to the membership and on June 
20th we will hold our elections.  All 
post officer positions are open for 
election each year.  Nominations 
will also be taken from the floor 
during the elections.  Serving as a 
post officer is a rewarding and grat-
ifying experience and everyone is 
encouraged to consider serving in 
one of these positions.  You can 
contact Delbert at: 
amer.leg.del@gmail.com. 

Post 178 members have all levels of 
involvement.  Some attend all our 
functions while others pick and 
choose their involvement because 
of commitments to other activities 
or personal family responsibilities.  
Some of our members can only 
commit to paying their annual dues.  
Regardless of your level of activity, 
together, our members create the 
strength necessary to further our 
commitment in supporting our com-
munity and our fellow service 
members.  If you would like to be 
more involved, we have several 
committees and programs that are 
just waiting for you.  Just let us 
know your interest. 

Occasionally the question is asked, 
“How do you measure the true 
strength of an organization?”  And 
that is a good question.  Certainly, 
membership numbers and continual 
growth are factors of strength, but is 
it our primary strength?  Isn’t our 
true strength in our activity?  It is 
our service to our community, state 
and nation and in our service to our 
fellow veterans.  If our activity is 

goal for 2019 is 477 members and we 
are currently at 103% of this goal.  
Please renew if you have not already 
done so, it is not too late.  Just go to 
Legion.org/renew.  You will need 
your 9-digit ID number, located at 
the top of your membership card.  If 
you do not know your ID number, 
please contact me at thoram-
legion@gmail.com and I can send it 
to you.   
 
Recruiting: Invite your neighbors, 
co-workers, and friends to join us.  
Our post has challenged each one of 
its members to recruit at least 1 new 
member this year.  There is a pride of 
being associated with this great group 
of patriots who served their country 
in such an honorable way. Actively 
look for opportunities to offer other 
veterans the opportunity to feel that 
pride also. We have forms for you to 
carry or just get their name and num-
ber to the membership committee and 
we will contact them on your behalf.  

In addition to the Lone Star Recruter 
awards the American Legion Nation-
al Commander Brett Reistad will 
award his national commander 
“Membership Excellence: Team 
100” incentive pin to any Legion 
member who obtains three new mem-
bers into The American Legion 

Two of our pillars are to serve veter-
ans and develop our youth into patri-
otic adults.  Both of these require an 
active Legion Post with members 
serving those in need, the bottom line 
is that the more members we have the 
more we can do as a post for our 
community.  We want our members 
to serve as much or as little as they 
would like.  There is so much more 
we can do with an active membership 
base. 

Remember to Renew and Recruit 
and I look forward to seeing all of 
you at the next membership meeting!  

 
Thor Anderson 

 1st Vice Commander & Membership  chair 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Fred Rogers 

Congratulations to 

Post 178 Members!  
We achieved our 
membership goal for 

the 2019 membership year.  This is 
even more outstanding because we 
have attained 6-years in a row of sur-
passing our assigned goal and each 
year establishing a new All-Time-
High!  Thank you for renewing your 
membership and continued support! 
This is truly a TEAM effort and your 
help is appreciated. 

We are trying to plan some new and 
diverse recruiting events this year in 
addition to Freedom Fest, Merry 
Main Street and the Frisco Gun 
Club.  If you have any ideas please 
contact me, I would love to hear your 
ideas.  We need to continue to reach 
out to veterans in our community in 
areas where they live.  We also need 
to think about family activities for 
those veterans with children.   

It is important for me to remind you 
that we welcome your participation 
in our post activities.  Active partici-
pation in post activities is never man-
datory, however, your presence and 
your participation are ALWAYS ap-
preciated!   

Membership Update:  Our assigned 

1st vice Commander 

Thor Anderson 
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By David Grandfield, Scoutmaster Troop 178 

 This year Post 178 

turns 5, American Le-
gion turns 100 and I 
will turn 50.  Each year 
around this time I like 
to reflect on why I am 

involved with scouting and whether 
the scouts are truly learning how to 
be leaders.   

This morning my son, a Star scout 
of 17, and I had an interesting dis-
cussion while I showed him how to 
use a butane stove. I recently 
picked one up to add to my ever-
growing collection.  At first, he just 
wanted to get out of the room fear-
ing that he would have to listen to 
another long talk about why to use 
this stove over that one or how 
many ways he could blow himself 
up with it.  After some assurances 
that I would not ramble on he de-
cided to stick around just long 
enough to see how to operate the 
stove so he could instruct other 
scouts on how to use it.  I honored 
my pledge and kept my instructions 
brief.  Afterward he only had one 
question.  He wanted to know 
where butane comes from? 

Well, I told him that while it could 
be found naturally, most butane 
was made from petroleum, or as a 
byproduct of making gas.  This 
quickly led to, “What else is made 
from petroleum?”. So, as I started 
to list the various things made from 
petroleum it started to dawn on 
him…  “Dad?  Petroleum comes 

from oil, right?”. Yes, I said, and 
oil comes from the ground and 
was created millions of years ago.  
“Yes, from the time of the dino-
saurs” he said.  Followed by 
“And there is only so much of it 
right, so what happens when we 
run out?”.  Eureka, I thought.  
The boy is learning.  Shortly af-
terward he stated proudly “This is 
why car companies are making 
electric cars!”.  Yes, I said but we 
also need to remember that there 
are many other things that are 
made from crude oil.  For in-
stance, plastics which are very 
necessary for those car parts and 
so many other things we use to-
day.    So eventually, unless we 
come up with other ways to pro-
duce those same parts, we will 
still be in the same boat.  To this 
my son made another bold state-
ment.  “Why don’t they teach us 
this in school?”. 

This is where my scoutmaster 
instincts kicked in.  “Well”, I 
said, “that is why I’m thankful 
that you are involved in scouting 
and have the benefit of Merit 
Badge courses.”  I always make it 
a point to discuss the importance 
of the merit badge program with 
each scout during their scoutmas-
ter conference.  I explain to them 
how it is an introduction to vari-
ous skills that they can learn and 
how they will need to practice 
those skills after they have 
learned them in order to maintain 
those skills.   

And of course, I reminded my 

son that there are merit badges for 
Conservation, Chemistry, Auto-
motive Maintenance and even 
three merit badges for citizenship 
(Community, Nation and World).  
It was then that he had his second 
Eureka moment and said.  “Dad, 
I’m glad that you’re a scoutmas-
ter and I don’t know how you 
know all of this stuff, but you 
have somehow turned this into 
another lecture…”.  

Since January, the troop has par-
ticipated in three campouts.  The 
first of which was at Camp James 
Ray in Pottsboro, Texas.  While 
there the scouts participated in 
shooting sports activities such as 
rifle and shotgun.  As most of 
these scouts had not yet used a 
firearm we kept the instruction to 
a basic introduction on how to 
safely operate a rifle or shotgun.  
Think of it as familiarization fire.  
Many of these new scouts per-
formed admirably on this cam-
pout. 

In February the troop traveled to 
the Davis Mountains.  This was 

(Continued on page 10) 

The scouts participated in firearm etiquette and 
shooting practice at Camp  James Ray in Pottsboro, 

TX. 

David Grandfield 
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the first long trip of the year as the 
Davis Mountains are approximately 
520 miles from Frisco. On Friday 
we arrived at approximately 6pm 
and found our campgrounds before 
heading to the McDonald Observa-
tory for Dinner and the Sky Watch-
ing Party where the scouts partici-
pated in a laser guided show to 
point out the various constellations 
and they were able to view star 
clusters, nebulas and close-up 
views of the moon using various 
telescopes of all kinds.   

At Davis Mountains State Park, the 
scouts hiked the Indian Lodge 
Loop as well as part of the Monte-
zuma Quail Trail Loop.  While on 
the trail they cooked a warm meal 
and braved some very high winds.  
That evening at sundown we drove 
to the top of the skyline trail to take 
photographs of the area.   

(Continued from page 9) On Sunday we visited the Ft Da-
vis National Historic Site.  This 
site is a true trip back in time to 
an Army outpost nestled in a box 
canyon that once was surrounded 
by the Comanche, Kiowa, and 
Apache Indians.  It had been oc-
cupied by Union soldiers as well 
as Confederate soldiers and later 
by the U.S. Calvary.  It is now 
maintained by the National Park 
Service. 

In March, the troop had plans to 
visit the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area to work on the 
Fishing Merit Badge.  As it 
turned out, Mother Nature kept 
us in Frisco, but the scouts made 
the best of it by practicing their 
casting skills at Lake Lewisville 
in Little Elm on Friday night and 
at Hidden Cove Park on Satur-
day.  The weather was better than 
expected and certainly better than 
where they had planned to camp 
but not good enough for the fish 
to bite.  It is a little early in the 
season, so we have vowed to 
continue our fishing efforts at 
future campouts this spring. 

We are looking forward to two 
campouts in April.  The first of 
which is Camporee at Camp 
James Ray in Pottsboro.  There 
the scouts will compete against 
scouts from other troops in 
games themed around Marvel 
Comics Characters which are de-
signed to emulate the twelve 
points of the scout law.  In the 
latter part of April the boys will 
travel to Camp Meisenbach in 
Athens, Texas to practice their 
Wilderness Survival skills.  A 
great time to know how to fish I 
bet.  Certainly a campout I am 
looking forward to!!!  Until next 
time then? 

Post 178 Honor/Color Guard 
continues to create visibility for 
the American Legion by present-
ing and posting of Colors at events 
in Frisco and surrounding are-
as.  We continue to be very visible 
in the community with the many 
events scheduled.  We have con-
ducted five events this quarter (2 
Honor Guard and 3 Color Guard 
events). 

The two Honor Guard events were 
at the Department Oratorical Con-
test held in Frisco at FISD Admin-
istrative Building.  It was an honor 
to be host Post for the Department 
Oratorical in 2019 and we will 
host it again in 2020.  Our second 
Honor Guard event was the me-
morial service for Robert Duerr 
where we folded his internment 
flag, presented it to his daughter, 
and played Taps. Our Chaplain, 
Ed Mendlik, participated in the 
service.  The three Color Guard 

events included presenting the 
Colors for the Allen American 

(Continued on page 11) 

Post 178 Color Guard members Delbert 
Parsons, Terry Meyering, Larry Marshall, 

Larry Wilhelm, Ted Ruybal and John Ricca 
present the Colors to open the Frisco 

Mayor’s Veterans Social on Thursday 
March 28 at the Frisco Fresh Market. 
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Hockey Match, Southwest Region 
of Sigma Gamma RHO Sorority, 
and Mayor Cheney's Frisco Veter-
ans Social event at Frisco Fresh 
Market. 

We have been approved by D/FW 
National Cemetery to perform fu-
nerals and we continue to perform 
funerals and memorial services for 
members of Post 178 upon 
the request of the family.  Addi-
tionally, our Post Color Guard pro-
vides posting or presenting the Col-
ors at grand openings, ball games, 
community events and American 
Legion functions. 

We currently have 11 members in 
the Honor/Color Guard and Chap-
lain Ed Mendlik.  If you have an 
interest in joining our Honor/Color 
Guard; please contact Fred Rogers 
or Larry Marshall. 

May is always a very busy month 
for the Color Guard as we have 
many requests from Assisted Liv-
ing Centers and Bonham Home is 
scheduled for a ceremony and cook 
out for the staff and residents. In 
addition, we will post the Colors 
for the Frisco Garden Club on May 
2nd and present the Colors and Ser-
vice Flags for Vets with Corvettes 
at Texas largest Corvette Show at 
Texas Motor Speedway on May 
18th. 

Larry Marshall  
Honor/Color Guard Administrator 

(Continued from page 10) 

On March 24, 2019 a 
group of members 
from the Peter J. Cour-
cy American Legion 

Post 178, in partnership with the 
Frisco Gun Club and sponsor 
John Keating, hosted the SEC-
OND ANNUAL PISTOL & RI-
FLE SHOOT.  Participants fired 
both 9mm (Glock) Pistols and 
5.56mm (AR) Rifles and com-
peted in three different catego-
ries of shooters: Veterans (those 
with military service), First Re-
sponders (those serving in po-
lice and  fire capacity), and Pa-
triots (regular citizens). The 
event was both fun and a suc-
cessful fundraiser for the post 
and marked the Frisco American 
Legion Post 178 five-year anni-
versary, and the 100th anniver-
sary of The American Legion! 

.And the winners were: 

 

     
    

 

Military 

 The most current calen-
dar of upcoming events 

is maintained on our 
website at: 

https://friscolegion.org/
calendar/ 

Frisco American Legion Post 178 1st Vice 
Commander Thor Anderson, Frisco City 
Councilman John Keating, Frisco Mayor 
Jeff Cheney, and Frisco Veterans Advisory 
Council Chairman James Trombley look 
on as scouts from Frisco Troop 77 present 
trophies for Pistol, Rifle, and Overall best 
shooting score at the Frisco Mayor’s Vet-
erans Social on Thursday March 28 at the 
Frisco Fresh Market. 

Fundraiser Cruise 
Please plan to join us on October 20, 2019 
as we depart Galveston for a 7-night cruise 
to Cozumel, Georgetown, Grand Cayman & 
Falmouth Jamaica on the beautiful Liberty 
of the Seas. 

100% of all monies raised on this amazing 
cruise go to support our Post 178 Children 
& Youth programs.  Full details are available 
at 469-294-8900 or 
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/frisco. 

American Legion Post 178 

Rob Altman 

Rob Altman, 2nd Vice Commander 
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By Fred Rogers 

Do any of you, like me, occasion-
ally ponder, “Why do we do what 
we do?” 

The pictures herein will answer that 
question for you.  The pictures are 
of Freddie Kratz, one of our 7 Boys 
States Delegates in 2014, which 
was our first year as a post.  Those 
of you who were at our first post 
meeting will remember we voted to 
send 7 young men to Boys State, a 
$3000 commitment, and we didn’t 
even have a checking account.   

Freddie not only attended Boys 
State, but was also selected to go to 
Boys Nation.  These pictures were 
sent to me by Freddie’s dad, Fred 
Kratz, one of our Post members and 
he gave us permission to publish 
them. 

Freddie entered the Military Acade-
my at West Point in 2015 and he 
will graduate this spring.  He is go-
ing to be an Armor Officer. To 
guarantee his first choice of career 
path, he “re-upped” on the front 

end for an additional 3 years…
bringing his total service obliga-
tion to 8 years. 

Just like his parents, we could not 
be prouder of Freddie and his ac-
complishments. 

And yes, this is another reason 
why we do what we do.  But it’s 
not just Boys State…it’s Oratori-
cal, School Awards, American Le-
gion Riders, Scouting Pack 178, 
Troop 178 & Venture Crew 178, 
serving the community, helping 
Children & Youth, veterans and 
their families in need, Law & Or-
der, Legislative, Voter Registra-
tion Drives and the list goes on, 
none of which could be accom-
plished without YOU!  

Thank you for being a part of Post 
178 leadership. We have a lot of 
reasons to feel proud of our 
achievements and each of you are 

gratefully appreci-

Freddie Katz and his friend attending the 2019 
Army/Navy football game. 

“Why We Do It” 

Freddie Kratz during some advanced infantry 
training while at West Point. 

This is Freddie on 
the day he re-

ceived his assign-
ment to Armor 

School. 

 

The Post Voters Registration 
Committee conducted three Voters 
Registration events in March at 
Frisco Lakes amenity centers and 
registered 29 new voters. 

I would like to thank David Break, 
Marty Martel, Fred Rogers, and 
Ted Ruybal for conducting these 
events.  They spent from 8:45 
A.M. until 3:00 P.M. at the Ameni-
ty Center registering new voters 
and verifying others that had been 
registered previously.  They an-
swered many questions for the resi-
dents of Frisco Lakes. 

Early voting begins April 22nd 
thru May 2nd and Election Day is 
Saturday, May 4th.   PLEASE 
VOTE! 

We currently have 12 members on 
the Post Voters Registration Com-
mittee: Thor Anderson, David 
Break, Cindy Burns, Larry Mar-
shall, Marty Martel, Ed Mendlik, 
Virginia Mendlik, Terry Meyering, 
Delbert Parsons, Fred Rogers, Ted 
Ruybal, and James Wall.  Six 
members of the Committee are cer-
tified in both Collin and Denton 
Counties.  The other six members 
are certified in one County and will 
become certified in the other Coun-
ty soon. 

 

Larry Marshall - Get Out The Vote Chair 

Terry Meyering and Larry Marshall at a Frisco 
High School registration event. 
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MY FELLOW AMERICANS! 

Are You A Proud American?  
Did you serve in our Armed 
Forces?  Are you a Gold Star 
Spouse or member of a Gold Star 
Family? 

If so, then please join me in proudly 
showing your colors by wearing an 
American flag pin.  As a military 
retiree and veteran, I consider it an 
honor to wear my American Flag 
pin, daily, because it represents 
DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY, 
AND SACRIFICE! I would like to 
see all retirees, veterans and their 
families wear an American flag pin 
on their lapel every day, too. All 
Americans have the right to wear it, 
and if you honorably served your 
country, you should have special 
pride in wearing it. 

All Gold Star Families and their 
relatives should also be wearing an 
American flag pin, to honor the sac-
rifice of their family member, who 
passed away while on active duty. 
For those who haven’t served, this 
small but mighty emblem shows 
that you are a Patriot, that you love 
America and you are loyal to the 
United States of America. 

This is not a political issue, I am 
only addressing patriotism and 
what it means to be a proud Ameri-
can. 

Submitted by; Post Member Roy Brewer, 
USAF (Ret) 

Fellow Legion-
naires, are you look-
ing for a way to par-
ticipate in our Post? 
One that doesn’t 
take up a lot of your 
time? You can join 

me in the American Legion 
School Awards Program.  In this 
program, we talk to boys and 
girls in Grades 5, 8 and 12 about 
6 qualities of active citizenship: 
Courage, Honor, Leadership, Pat-
riotism, Scholarship and Service. 
This program takes about 45 
minutes each school quarter.  The 
students, along with their teach-
ers, counselors, and principals 
select deserving students to re-
ceive our award. At the end of the 
school year, we award medals to 
students who exemplify the six 
qualities of good active citizens. 

 
OBJECTIVES 

I 
Place emphasis on the develop-
ment of the qualities of COUR-
AGE, HONOR, LEADERSHIP, 
PATRIOTISM, SCHOLARSHIP 
and SERVICE. 

II 
Develop those ideals of Ameri-
canism among young people 
which will make them citizens of 
the highest type. 

III 
Give recognition through the 
awarding of American Legion 
School Award Medals to the boy 
and the girl who are deemed most 
worthy of the high qualities of 
citizenship and of true American-
ism. 
 

QUALITIES TO BE DEVELOPED  
 

COURAGE 
Bravery in the face of opposition 
and danger; determination and 

Something To Think 
About 

force to do right without public 
applause and regardless of personal 
advantage.  
 

HONOR 
Highly developed moral character; 
moral excellence; strength and sta-
bility of character; high standards 
of conduct; devotion to duty; ad-
herence to truth; keen sense of 
what is right; practice of clean 
speech and thought. 
 

LEADERSHIP 
Ability to lead and to accomplish 
through group action; ability to 
work in harmony and in unison 
with other leaders in accomplish-
ing group results; desire and ability 
to fill the voids in the lives of oth-
ers caused by timidity, illness or 
handicaps. 

 
PATRIOTISM 

An ideal of loyal Americanism; 
religious tolerance; righteous free-
dom and the willingness to defend 
our flag against all enemies, for-
eign or domestic. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
Attainments in school studies; 
quality of school work reflecting 
the fine traits of industry, persever-
ance, efficiency and intelligence. 
 

SERVICE 
Kindness; unselfishness; fellow-
ship; protection of the weak; pro-
motion of the interests and the wel-
fare of associates; and constructive 
aid for the up building of schools 
and community. 
 
If this interests you, contact Ted 
Ruybal, Post 178 School Awards 
Program Chairman, at truy-
bal@att.net. 
 

 
Ted Ruybal, School Awards Chair 

American Legion School Awards Program 

Ted Ruybal 
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Post 178 is looking for  sponsors 

to off-set the cost of printing and 
publishing this newsletter and 
other information pieces distrib-
uted to our membership and the 
community at large.  Sponsor-
ship will consist of display type 
advertising; either business 
cards, 1/2 page or full page dis-
plays. 

Pricing will be: 

BUSINESS CARDS: $25.00 
per issue or $75/yr (4 quar-
terly issues)  

ONE HALF PAGE: $175  per 

SPONSORS WANTED 
issue or $525/yr (4 quarter-
ly issues)  

FULL PAGE: $250 per issue 
or $750/yr (4 quarterly is-
sues) for full page. 

These spaces will be offered on 
first-come-first-served basis with 
preference going to Post mem-
bers.  Total advertising space 
will be limited to the equivalent 
of 2 pages. 

If you are aware of an individual 
or business interested in sup-
porting our needs through this 
sponsorship program please 
contact Terry Meyering at mey-
eringtk@gmail.com, or 972-998-
9993 


