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The 4th Quar-

ter is always a 
busy and pro-
ductive time 
for the Post 
178 Legion 

Family…and this year is no ex-
ception. 

Membership is always a priority 
and our membership committee 
is working diligently to reach our 
membership goal of 477 mem-
bers by the December 15, 2018 
target date.  If you have not al-
ready renewed your membership 
it is fast and easy to do online at 
legion.org/renew.  Each member 
can be a big help to reaching our 
membership goal by recruiting 
just one new member each year.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Another constant priority is Le-
gion Programs.  We are often 
asked “…what does the Legion 
do?”  The answer lies in our ded-
ication and participation in Le-
gion Programs. 

American Legion Riders – 
motorcycle enthusiast 
well known for their 
charitable work for local 
children’s hospitals and 
veteran’s homes and 
scholarships 

Boy Scouts – we support 
Cub Scout Pack 178, 
Boy Scout Troop 178 
and Venture Crew 
178.  Boy Scouts is the 
oldest American Le-
gion program and we 
are very proud of our 
Pack, Troop and Ven-
ture Crew. 

Boys State – a highly re-
spected and selective 
participatory educa-
tional program of gov-
ernment instruction.  
Students become part 
of the operation of lo-
cal, county and state 
government and learn 
the rights, privileges 
and responsibilities of 
franchised citizens.   

Disaster Preparedness – 
as veterans we all un-
derstand the value of 
teamwork, discipline 
and readiness.  Today 
we still serve by assist-
ing in our communi-
ties in times of natural 
disaster. 

Law & Order – each year 
this committee pre-
pares applications to 
be presented for the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Law Enforcement Officer, 
EMT and Firefighter of the 
Year Award.   

Legislative – communicates 
and encourages ‘grassroots’ 
participation in the adopted 
Legislative Agenda.  Also 
conducts voter registration 
drives in the community. 

Oratorical – a constitutional 
speech contest that exists to 
develop a deeper 
knowledge and apprecia-
tion for the U.S. Constitu-
tion among high school stu-
dents 

School Awards – our youth are 
often awarded for their 
scholastic achievements, 
but The American Legion 
believes they should also be 
awarded when they demon-
strate strong qualities of 
character and good citizen-
ship.  Those receiving this 
medal exemplify six quali-
ties that define character: 
courage, honor, leadership, 
patriotism, scholarship and 
service. 

And this is not all that we do…in 
addition to these programs the post 
also has seven committees.  Our 
programs and committees offer 
many opportunities for help from 
our members.  If you have an inter-
est in one of our programs or com-
mittees and would like to discuss 
further please give me a call.  It is 
only through our combined 
strengths that we can continue to 
make a difference in the communi-
ty. 

Thank you for your commitment to 
Peter J Courcy Post 178, your hon-
orable service to America and for 
continuing to serve. 

(Continued from page 1) KVGI Radio Supports 
Veterans 

Commander Fred Rogers and 

Vice Commander Rob Spallone 
recently joined fellow legionnaire 
Stuart Sax on his weekly KVGI 
Radio program “Someone You 
Should Know”.  The main topic 
of conversation was, of course, 
the American Legion Post 178 
but also included a discussion of 
the post namesake, Peter J. Cour-
cy, his story and family history.   

Stuart’s nationwide audience also 
learned that the American Legion 
is more than just a veteran’s or-
ganization with meetings and cer-
emonies.   

There was an in-depth coverage 
of programs like Boys and Girls 
State, Oratorical, Scouting, Mem-
bership, the American Legion 
Riders, and qualifications for 
membership for veterans and 
their families.  Fred took great 
pride in sharing the many acco-
lades and awards that Post 178 
has received in its relatively short 
existence.  And the best is yet to 
come! 

KVGI Radio is an internet station 
started several years ago by Mark 
Wariner, Kevin Hodes, and Ma-

jor Andrew White.  Several of the 
shows have connections to the vet-
eran community and the station 
supports military initiatives when-
ever possible.  Programming is ac-
cessible at www.kvgiradio.com, 
the KVGI Radio mobile app, and 
on Facebook/KVGI Radio. 

Submitted by Stuart Sax 

Rob Spallone and Fred Rogers flank Stuart Sax at 
the KVGI studio 

By Fred Rogers 

Officer elections were conducted 
during the membership meeting on 
September 20 to replace Rob Spal-
lone, 1st Vice Commander who has 
resigned due to his family moving 
to Michigan as well as the open 
position of Historian.  Our then 
current 2nd Vice Commander, was 
nominated and ran successfully for 
the 1st Vice Commander position 
leaving that position open.  The 
elections continued with nomina-
tions for the 2nd Vice position and 
Rob Altman was elected to that 
position.  The following will serve 
to introduce all three of them to 
you. 

Thor Anderson, 1st Vice 
Commander 

Thor is a Farmers 
Insurance agent 
with his wife Ann 
here in Frisco.  Even 
though their busi-

ness has been around 
for five years Thor just joined the 
team this summer after teaching 
high school for 12 years.  He is 
active in his church as a youth 
small group leader and he is active 
with the Frisco Chamber of Com-
merce as a member of the veteran 
council. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Spotlight on Three 
New Post 178 Officers 

Thor Anderson 
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Partenkirchen, Germany in June of 
2011, is a December 2013 graduate 
of the Master’s Program in Inter-
national Affairs at the George 
H.W. Bush School of Government 
and Public Service and was an Art 
of War scholar at the U.S. Army’s 
Command and General Staff Col-
lege in 2014.  

Rob’s loves the game of golf but 
admits he is not necessarily good 
at it. Rob is an emphatic supporter 
of Texas Aggie football. Rob is 
married to Shelley Christian of 
DeSoto, TX and they have two 
children, Will who is thirteen years 
old, and Abby, eleven years old. 

Bob Sirois, Historian 

Bob is a certified Dia-
mond and Colored Stone 
professional, former Ma-
rine, Grand Knight of the 
Knights of Columbus, 
business owner of over 
20 years, pillar of 
strength to his family and 

community and our newly elected 
Post Historian. 

Bob was born in Edmundston, 
New Brunswick, Canada, because 
there was no hospital in his small 
home town of Upper Frenchville, 
MA.  Both of his parents had back-
grounds in service, his father a 
Commander of the local American 
Legion post and his mother a Pres-
ident of the Ladies Auxiliary.  Af-
ter briefly considering a position as 
a priest, Bob decided to attend the 
University of Maine before enlist-
ing in the Marine Corps. 

After his service, Bob found work 
selling life insurance where he met 
his wife Diane.  While shopping 
for her engagement ring Kay Jew-
elers recruited him as a store man-
ager where he rose through the 
ranks for the next 23 years. 

In 1997 Bob, with his wife and two 
sons, decided to settle in Frisco 
and began his business, Classique 
Jewelers. 

Thor was born in Bismarck, ND 
where he went to high school.  He 
was active in his high school band 
and marched in the Tournament 
of Roses parade in 1980.  Shortly 
after high school he joined the US 
Army and was assigned to the 9th 
ID Long Range Reconnaissance 
Patrol for four years where he 
logged 112 jumps.  During this 
time, he met his wife Ann, of 31 
years.  After the military, he 
worked as a restaurant manager, 
an over the road truck driver and 
a mine haul truck driver.  While 
working in the mine he started 
college and graduated with a B.S 
in Physics from UT Dallas.  Fol-
lowing college Thor started teach-
ing in the Dallas ISD and then the 
Frisco ISD.  He taught Algebra, 
Pre-Calculus, Chemistry, Physics 
and Advanced Placement Physics. 

Thor and Ann have two children, 
a daughter in college in North 
Carolina where she is studying 
Acting for Stage and Screen and a 
son at Frisco High School. 

Rob Altman, 2nd Vice Com-
mander 

Rob Altman recent-
ly retired from the 
U.S. Army. Rob 
served as an Infan-
try officer and de-
ployed multiple 
times in his military 

career. Rob and his family moved 
to Frisco earlier this year, is excit-
ed to be a part of our growing 
community, and now works for 
URETEK, USA a small company 
that specializes in soil stabiliza-
tion in the Transportation indus-
try.  

Rob completed the Leaders Pro-
gram in Advanced Security Stud-
ies at the George C. Marshall 
Center for European Security 
Studies in Garmisch-

(Continued from page 2) 

The American Legion's official 
training program is for those who 
want to expand their knowledge of 
the nation's largest veterans service 
organization is now available 
online at legion.org/alei. 

The course has been updated, and 
enhanced with videos, digital pho-
tos, clickable links and a historical 
timeline. The program should take 
less than two hours to complete. It 
is divided into six sections. 

 History & Organization 
 Veterans Affairs & Rehabil-

itation 
 National Security 
 Americanism 
 Children & Youth 
 Course Conclusion 

When you complete the course, 
you will be given the opportunity 
to print your graduation certificate.  
If you will forward it to 
frrtx@icloud.com we will award 
you a distinctive cap pin at our 
next meeting.   

Rob Altman 

Bob Sirois 

Basic Training 

Happy Birthday Virginia Mendlik.  

Virginia is Sargent At Arms for ALA unit 178.  The 
unit holds their executive committee meetings at 
her home and at the August meeting the ladies 

sprung a surprise party for her. 
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We will then attend the end of 
school awards programs, and pre-
sent our School Awards medal 
and a certificate to the students 
selected as the best in their grade 
level. 
  
I invite any post 178 member who 
is interested, to join me in enacting 
this program in Frisco. 

By Ted Ruybal 

Act of 2017. 
 
“In its hundred years, The Ameri-
can Legion has helped veterans 
and communities in countless 
ways,” Jones writes. “It vows to 
continue its legacy of service.” 
In “The Poppy Lady,” writer Bar-
bara Walsh  tells the story of Mo-
nia Belle Michael, who in 1918 
took leave from her college teach-
ing job to volunteer for the 
YMCA during the war effort.  
 
Shortly before the Nov. 11, 1918, 
armistice that ended the war, she 
read “In Flanders Fields” by Ca-
nadian Lt. Col. John McCrae and 
was so inspired she vowed to al-
ways wear a red poppy in remem-
brance of the fallen. 
 
In time, she took that idea to the 
media and other organizations, 
including The American Legion’s 
Department of Georgia, a move 
that ultimately led to a national 
resolution passed on Sept. 29, 
1920, endorsing the poppy as the 
official flower for memorial pur-
poses. 
 
The article notes the American 
Legion Auxiliary’s acceptance of 
the poppy and fundraising efforts 
employing the services of disa-
bled veterans that in 1939 alone 
produced funds that provided care 
for 126,251 veterans and 442,489 
of their children. 
 
American Legion National Com-
mander Denise H. Rohan, upon 
seeing the 2019 Harris Farmer’s 
Almanac, sent a letter of thanks to 
the editor of the publication, not-
ing that much has changed for the 
Legion over the last century “but 
what remains the same are our val-
ues and love of this great country. 
It is fitting that you chose the 2019 
edition of the Farmer’s Almanac to 
tell our story – one that began ex-
actly 100 years earlier in Paris 
France.”  

Article reprinted from American Legion Times 

The American Le-
gion has Americanism 
as one of its Pillars. 
There are many pro-
grams in this Pillar, 
and we at Peter J. 
Courcy post 178 are 
involved in many of 

those programs. 
 
A new program that we are starting 
this year is the American Legion’s 
School Awards Medal program.  
 
This program is designed to recog-
nize students that show exceptional 
Citizenship qualities.  The objec-
tives of this program are: 
 
 To place emphasis on the devel-

opment of the six core qualities 
of active citizenship. These 
qualities are; Courage, Service, 
Scholarship, Honor, leadership 
and patriotism. 

 
 Encourages the development of 

those ideals in young Ameri- 
cans in order to promote en-
gaged citizenship. 

 
 Offers recognition for 

those youth deemed most 
dedicated to the high quali-
ties of citizenship and true 
Americanism. 

We will be visiting elementary 
schools in the Frisco ISD, inviting 
them to take part in this rewarding 
program. 
 
We will establish a series of veteran 
talks with students and faculty to 
highlight the six qualities. A set of 
criteria will be determined for the 
awarding of the Medals and stu-
dents and faculty will be involved 
in the selection. 
 

School Awards 
Program 

Ted Ruybal 

The 2019 issue of the Harris 
Farmer’s Almanac salutes The 
American Legion with a one-page 
article recognizing the organiza-
tion’s 100th anniversary. Now on 
sale nationally, the annual collec-
tion of weather forecasts, notable 
events, predictions, gardening hints 
and more also profiles in the same 
issue Moina Michael, the so-called 
“Poppy Lady” who fueled U.S. at-
tention on the flower and its mean-
ing as a symbol for the fallen of 
World War I. 
 
In the article “A Salute to The 
American Legion,” writer Veda 
Boyd Jones notes several of the or-
ganization’s accomplishments over 
the last century, including Ameri-
can Legion Baseball, Boys State, 
establishment of the Veterans Bu-
reau, predecessor to the VA, and the 
1944 GI Bill, as well as the Le-
gion’s support for the most recent 
update of it, the Harry W. Colmery 
Veterans Educational Assistance 

Legion centennial 
highlighted in 2019 
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ber 6th election. We are a non-
partisan committee of the Ameri-
can Legion. 
 
As Americans, it is our duty and 
responsibility to exercise the right 
to vote and encourage others to 
vote as well. Elections are im-
portant to our democracy and 
each year local, county, state, and 
national elections take place. 
 
The City of Frisco has agreed for 
us to conduct two Voters Regis-
tration events in the City build-
ings. We will conduct one in the 

ber of jets and other aircraft. Current 
NAMPOW president Tom McNish 
described the reunion event as “one 
of the best that has ever been held.” 
 
For 18 months, Skip Middleton, 
Scott Dillingham, Fred Rogers and 
Terry Meyering volunteered their 
time to making the reunion a suc-

cess. Ameri-
can Legion 
Post 178 
Honor Guard 
members Lar-
ry Marshall, 
Terry Meyer-
ing, Delbert 
Parsons, Dave 
Fautheree , 
Larry Wil-
helm and Ted 
Ruybal pre-
sented the 

Colors at the Farewell Banquet.  
 
Additionally, post 178 donated 45 
books written by former POWs or 
about POWs to the Frisco Public 
Library, so our city residents will 
always be able to read about these 
American patriots and never forget 
their service and sacrifice they made 
on behalf of our nation. We will 
never forget! 

Frisco Senior Citizen Center and 
the 2nd one in City Hall near the 
library. We are thankful that we 
have these locations. We will 
continue to register individuals at 
the high schools and HOAs. 
 
I would like to thank the follow-
ing individuals for their participa-
tion in the “GET OUT THE 
VOTE” program.  In Collin 
County our Deputy Registrars are 
Delbert Parsons, Cindy Burns, 
and Terry Meyering. In Denton 
County our Deputy Registrars are 
Fred Rogers, Marty Martel, Ted 
Ruybal, David Break, and Larry 
Marshall.  
 
All of these volunteers will have a 
renewal training class in January 
2019. In addition, Ed Mendlik, 
Virginia Mendlik, and Thor An-
derson will join the committee in 
January. 

If you wish to join the Voters 
Registration committee; please 
contact Delbert Parsons or Larry 
Marshall for additional infor-
mation. 

 
Larry Marshall - “Get Out the Vote” Chair 

The most current calendar of 
upcoming events is maintained 

on our website at: 

https://friscolegion.org/
calendar/ 

In August, the City of Frisco host-
ed more than 425 people for the 
national organization of former Vi-
etnam POWs (NAMPOW) 45th An-
niversary of Freedom 4-day reun-
ion, including over 125 former 
POWs.  These men averaged five 
years in captivity, yet they present-
ed them-
selves in a 
joyous, 
humble, yet 
dignified 
manner. The 
true face of 
patriotism 
was obvious 
in talking to 
each one of 
them.  Dur-
ing the 
event, the 
group visited the President George 
W. Bush Museum, Cavanaugh 
Flight Museum, Dallas Cowboys 
HQ VIP tours, as well as Mr. H. 
Ross Perot’s Legacy Hall and his 
Circle T Ranch.  The evening at the 
ranch included BBQ, country mu-
sic, a special award given to Con-
gressman Sam Johnson (a former 
POW), a “very low” B-52 fly-over 
and a 30-minute airshow by a num-

A Gathering in Friendship and 
Freedom 

Post 178 Color Guard members present the Colors to open 
the Farewell Banquet. 

The American Legion Post 178 
“GET OUT THE VOTE” program 
with the support of Frisco Inde-
pendent School District and some 
Home Owner Associations has 
been a success for this year.  
 
We have conducted 16 Voters Reg-
istration events. The Voters Regis-
tration committee has registered 86 
individuals to vote in the Novem-

DON’T FORGET 

Cindy Burns and Marty Martel conducted Voter 
Registration event at Frisco High School  on 

Friday September 24th 
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Troop covered approximately 20 
miles of moderate terrain through, 
sometimes dense, trails.  Other 
times the trails were wider and easi-
er to navigate but the boys always 
had fun and never ran out of energy.    
They learned how to pack safely in 
bear country and how to obtain safe 
water for drinking and cooking.  
Also practiced were map and com-
pass skills, a little star gazing and 
they took some pretty good pic-
tures.  Judge for yourself! 

By David Grandfield 

Scouts from Troop 178 attended 

two camps this summer.  The first 
summer camp was at Kerr Scout 
Ranch in Tishomingo, Oklahoma.  
There the boys earned a multitude 
of merit badges ranging from 
Climbing to Rifle and Shotgun 
shooting and from Citizenship in 
the Community to First Aid and 
Wilderness Survival.  Our Scouts 
and Scoutmasters all enjoyed the 
classes and activities including a 
trip to Slippery Falls which is lo-
cated on the property.  

Shortly after scouts returned from 
Camp Kerr some of the Older 
scouts got to participate in Troop 
178’s first High Adventure Activ-
ity at Camp Daniel Boone in Can-
ton, North Carolina.  
 
On day two the Troop drove to 
Knoxville and spent some time 
relaxing before arriving at Camp 
the next morning.  After getting 
settled in at camp the boys met 
with their guide for the week and 
decided which trails they would 
use for their 4-day hike.   Ulti-
mately, they chose trails that take 
them to the top of Tennent Moun-
tain following parts of the Art 
Loeb trail in the Pisgah National 
Forrest.   
 
While hiking and camping the 

 
  

Heading out to Camp Kerr, aka Slippery Falls 

Resting at the Campsite 

Mealtime 

Troop 178 participating in water sports activity 

Deciding which trail to take 

Hanging around 

Fooling around 
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brated with a baby shower at our 
September regular Unit meeting, 
and the Auxiliary was delighted to 
shower her with goodies and sup-
plies for her baby boy on the way. 
Her husband and mother joined us 
for the party, and Nikki’s sweet 
mom-in-law even made a donation 
to our Girls State fund in gratitude. 
We wish Nikki a healthy and une-
ventful delivery, and look forward 
to meeting her future SAL member!  

Many thanks to all the Unit and 
Post members who donated gifts 
and contributed treats, time and 
support for this special event. 
 
Next month, we will share some 
recognition for our 2018 Girls State 
delegation, who are being honored 
this fall with proclamations from 
our Frisco and Little Elm City 
Councils. 

By Tracy Gamble 

"Gold Star Moth-

er's Day" is the last 
Sunday in Septem-
ber. For Unit 178, 

the week of remembrance for 
Gold Star Families is especially 
meaningful, as we are honored to 
have a Gold Star Mother in our 
Unit.  
 
Mary Courcy Bush is a beloved 
member of our American Legion 
family; her son, US Army Cor-
poral Peter J. Courcy, a graduate 
of Frisco HS and the namesake of 
our Post and Unit, was killed in 
action in Afghanistan in 2009. 
The sacrifice made by Mary and 
her family are a poignant remind-
er of why the work of the Auxil-
iary remains so important, almost 
100 years later.  

We are honored to remember the 
Courcy/Bush family in our pray-
ers at this time, and each Christ-
mas to support Mary’s tireless 
efforts with Wreaths Across 
America. 
 
This month we also honored an-
other mother in our member-
ship… a mother-to-be! Unit 178 
member Nikki Daily was cele-

Peter J, Courcy and his Mom Mary Bush 

By Thor Anderson 

I am excited to be 

in service to all of 
you as your new 1st 
Vice Commander.  

Thank you all for trusting me to 
participate in this great American 
Legion Post 178.  I certainly want 
to thank Rob Spallone for all his 
hard work in this position before 

me and I wish him the best of luck 
in his new position up in the frozen 
north woods of Michigan.  Also 
Thank you Larry Marshal for 
keeping it all running smoothly 
until the position was filled during 
Rob’s and my transition.  I will be 
contacting those that were on 
Rob’s membership committee in 
the next few weeks to see if they 
are still willing to provide their 
guidance in the upcoming months.   

Membership Update:   

Our assigned goal for 2019 is 477 
members.  We have recruited 16 
new members and 27 transfers and 
well on our way to making goal for 
the 5th year in a row.  Our deadline 
to attain our goal is December 15, 
2018.  Your help is greatly appre-
ciated. 

What we need from you! 

Renew 

If you have not renewed please do 
so at your “earliest convenience”. 
(That is how First Sargent Babbs 
told his troops to get up and do it 
now.)  It is very simple, just go to  

Legion.org/renew  

You will need your 9-digit ID 
number, and within a few short 
steps you can have this marked off 
your to do list. If you do not know 
your ID number, please contact me 
at thoramlegion@gmail.com and I 
can send it to you.  You can also 
bring a check to the next meeting.  
Dues remain at just $40 annually. 

Recruit 

Invite your neighbors, co-workers, 
and friends to join us.  Our post 
has challenged each one of its 

(Continued on page 8) 

Nikki  Daily, flanked by family and friends, enjoy-
ing the comradery at her baby  shower 

1st Vice Commander 
Message 

Tracy 
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members to recruit at least 1 new 
member this year.  There is a 
pride of being associated with this 
great group of patriots who served 
their country in such an honorable 
way. Actively look for opportuni-
ties to offer other veterans’ the 
opportunity to feel that pride also. 
We have forms for you to carry or 
just get their name and number to 
the membership committee and 
we will contact them on your be-
half.  

In addition to the Lone Star Re-
cruter awards the American Le-
gion National Commander Brett 
Reistad will award his national 

commander 
“Membership 
Excellence: 
Team 100” in-
centive pin to 
any Legion 
Family mem-
ber who ob-
tains three new 
members into 
The American 
Legion 

Two of our pillars are to serve 
veterans and develop our youth 
into patriotic adults.  Both of 
these require an active Legion 
Post with members serving those 
in need.  The bottom line is that 
the more members we have the 
more we can do as a post for our 
community.  We want our mem-
bers to serve as much or as little 
as they would like.  That said 
there is so much more we can do 
with an active membership base.   

My sincere “thank-you” to all of 
you who have graciously stepped 
forward so far this year. 

(Continued from page 7) 

The Wolf Den asked many im-
portant questions and found out 
that many of our police and fire-
men also are veterans. The boys 
found out about MOS’s, duties, 
types of guns and of course the 
guns name. Before the boys got 
the free gear and crawled all over 
the fire trucks, they gave out 
chocolate chip cookies donated 
by Kolache Heaven and the 
Hometown Hero Awards.  

This award is giving out by the 
boys as  a way to honor our local 
hero’s and as completion of a 
badge.   

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank again the veterans 
who answered the call to come 
out and answer little boys random 
questions. 

By Jamie Crosier 
 

On Saturday July 28th 2018 Cub 

Scout Pack 12 Wolf Den invited 
some veterans, activity duty mili-
tary, police and firemen out to the 
Veteran Memorial at the Frisco 
Commons Park for a special 
award. The boys of the wolf den 
include JP Crosier, Ethan Schull-
er, and Hudson Brassfield, lead 
by Jamie and Josh Crosier.  

Four veterans from our Post de-
voted about a hour out of their 
Saturday to answer questions and 
receive a “Hometown Hero 
Award.”  Not to be out done the 
Frisco Fire Department showed 
up with two trucks and 8 firemen. 
Army, Navy and the Frisco Police 
Department also sent along a rep-
resentative.  

HOMETOWN HERO’S 

RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE IS 
EASY AND SECURE 

LEGION.ORG/RENEW 
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 turn to the "Land of the Big PX".  
When he returned, he still had a 
piece of shrapnel in him that 
caused him considerable discom-
fort until the Army sent him to a 
hospital equipped to remove it 
without causing further damage.  
He received his first wound in a 
helicopter and his second wound in 
a Battalion Aid Station that re-
ceived a direct hit from an enemy 
rocket, killing several people near 
him.  That detail was not known to 
my family until much later.  Alt-
hough looking at the pictures of 
where he spent his tour and reading 
his medal citations, it is clear he 
was continuously in harm’s way. 

My father started talking about his 
experiences in the Vietnam War 
about 10 years after he retired, over 
20 years after his return from Vi-
etnam.  Around 1990, he recon-
nected with his Vietnam unit 
through attending the Hill 4-11 As-
sociation re-unions, named for Fire 
Support Base 4-11 where several 
units in the Quaing Ngai area were 
deployed.  Their website is http://
www.hill4-11.org/.  Hill 4-11 is not 

named for its elevation in meters, 
it is named for the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) 4th 
Infantry Regiment and the US 11th 
Light Infantry Brigade. 
 
During the photo information 
gathering, my Dad told us many 
interesting stories.  Those stories 
emphasized the situation around 
him and usually focused on others.  
We had a difficult time getting 
details of his actions, since he al-
ways downplayed them as simply 
doing what needed to be done, as 
anyone in his situation would do.  
To Dad, the heroes in his unit 
were soldiers like PFC David 
Winder, a medic in the 3rd Battal-
ion 1st Infantry who was posthu-
mously awarded the Medal of 
Honor after my Dad returned to 
the States. 
 
My father went to Vietnam by 
himself and returned by himself.  
The military learned many lessons 
in the Vietnam War.  One of those 
lessons was to have units deploy 
and return together, as was done in 
the Gulf War.  Unlike the Vietnam 
War, at the end of the Gulf War 
returning units were honored with 
parades and yellow ribbons.  I re-
member a conversation with my 
Dad when we watched news cov-
erage of parades for returning Gulf 
War troops where he lamented 
how poorly returning troops from 
the Vietnam War were treated by 
many in the public.  Vietnam vet-
erans were neither viewed as he-
roes by the general public nor 
treated as heroes. 
 
All Vietnam Veterans are heroes. 
They served even though the gen-
eral public did not appreciate their 
service. Our nation has been far 
too slow acknowledging their ac-
tions and sacrifices.  We all need 
to thank them for their dedication 
to duty in defense of our Nation 
and our Freedom. 

 
by Dave Fautheree 

My father, Huey P. 
Fautheree, SGM USA 
(retired) was a Master 
Sergeant when he 
went to Vietnam in 
December 1968.  I 
was 10 years old and 
aware of the war only 

through television news filled with 
negative images of the war and 
coverage of anti-war protests.  The 
war seemed distant and not con-
nected to my family.  It simply did 
not register with me that my Dad 
would be in trenches, dugouts, 
bunkers, and helicopters exposed 
to direct enemy fire. 
 
Dad took pictures everywhere he 
went, almost always developed 
into slides.  We would look at 
slides of our travels at least once a 
month.  Sometimes we would go 
back and look at slides from our 
two postings to Germany - 
Stuttgart, where I was born, and 
Heidelberg, where I went to Kin-
dergarten and 1st Grade.  Of 
course, Dad took his camera to 
Vietnam.  Those slides of Vi-
etnam, along with other material 
he brought back, would strengthen 
the connection between me, my 
younger brother, and my father 
decades after he returned. 
 
Dad was assigned as the Opera-
tions NCO to the 3rd Battalion, 1st 
Infantry Regiment, 11th Light In-
fantry Brigade of the Americal 
Division in the Quaing Ngai prov-
ince of Vietnam.  During his tour, 
he would earn a Silver Star, two 
Purple Hearts, a Bronze Star, an 
Air Medal, an Army Commenda-
tion Medal with 'V' device, and the 
Combat Infantryman Badge plus 
several other decorations.  He also 
returned with stories which he on-
ly started to tell long after his re-

MSG Huey P. Fautheree in a trench between 
the bunkers on LZ Cork, February 1969 

Dave Fautheree is a 9 year veteran of 
American Legion, currently serving as 

Sgt. at Arms for Post 178 

Dave Fautheree 

My Dad, Vietnam 
War Veteran 
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ments. They are the future lead-
ers of our City, County, and 
State. 
 
Now begins the time for the 2019 
Boys State Program. We will be 
contacting each Frisco high 
school, Legacy Christian Acade-
my, and our Home School con-
tact for recommendations of jun-
iors to be interviewed for Boys 
State. Post 178 Boys State com-
mittee includes Paul Jones, Ed 
Kelly, Marty Martel, Ted Ruy-
bal, Larry Wilhelm, and Larry 
Marshall. 
 
Mike Strand has been the Boys 
State Chair since Post 178 was 
formed in 2014. Mike must be 
congratulated for the outstanding 
job he did. He has developed the 
Boys State program to one of the 
best; if not the best, in the State 
of Texas. Thank you, Mike, for 
the job well done and you will be 
missed. Good luck in Colorado. 

 
Submitted by: Larry Marshall – Boys State 

Chair 

On September 18, 2018, Mayor 
Cheney presented a Proclamation 
to the 22 Boys State Delegates that 
attended Texas Boys State at the 
University of Texas in Austin. 
These young men, now seniors in 
high school, represented Post 178 
and the City of Frisco. 
 
Mayor Cheney stated “I, Jeff 
Cheney, Mayor of the City of 
Frisco, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 18, 2018 as: FRISCO 
BOYS STATESMEN DAY”.  
 
Mayor Cheney praised the young 
men for their extraordinary efforts, 
accomplishments, leadership, and 
representing the City of Frisco. 
The Mayor had each of the States-
men introduce themselves and tell 
which Frisco high school they 
were attending. 
After introducing themselves and 
answering a few questions; the 
Boy Statesmen sang the Texas 
Boys State song to all attendees. 
We can be very proud of these 
young men for their accomplish-

A North Texas Marine has a new 
vehicle, thanks to a donated car 
and donated time.  Cpl. Michael 
Fox was wounded in Afghanistan 
in 2011, when he stepped on an 
improvised explosive device and 
lost both his legs.  On Thursday, 
Fox got a donated and adapted 
2014 Nissan Pathfinder through 
the National Auto Body Council's 
Recycled Rides program.  Fox was 
nominated by Homes for Our 
Troops, a national nonprofit that 
builds and donates specially 
adapted vehicles to veterans. 
 
"It's incredibly humbling and I'm 
so grateful to all of you," said Fox 
after his new ride was unveiled. "I 
can't thank you enough." 

 
The SUV was donated by GEICO, 
and workers at Caliber Collision in 
Little Elm donated 200 hours to 
adapt it for Fox's special needs.  "I 
put myself in this guy's shoes," 
said auto painter Jesus Hernandez, 
whose brother is a Marine. "I 
would want somebody to reach out 
to me, help me out, make my life a 
little bit easier." 

(Continued on page 11) 

Disabled Vet re-
ceives donated car 

Color Guard members Ted Ruybal, Larry Marshall 
and Fred rogers pose with Cpl Michael Fox , his 

wife, Erica and son Grant next to his donated SUV 
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"Right now I'm using portable 
hand controls on my wife's vehi-
cle, and this one has permanent 
hand controls," explained Fox. 
"So it's going to be a lot safer." 
 
The donated vehicle came with a 
bonus; a back seat full of toys for 
Fox's 9-month old son, Grant.   

"Our son was actually born on his 
'alive day'," said Erica Fox. "All 
these little milestones, everything 
just comes together, and it's just 
been a really long, but rewarding 
road." 
 
Click on the following link to see 
the NBC-5 feature on this story. 
  
https://www.nbcdfw.com/on-air/
as-seen-on/Live-Coverage-from-
NBC-Dallas-Fort-Worth-
NBCDFW--310760641.html 

Lifted from NBC-5 news 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Ribbon Cutting cere-
mony held at the 
Frisco Chamber of 
Commerce for post 
member, Ash 
Gawande’s new busi-
ness; “Image One” .   

 

Post 178 provides 
such Color Guard Ser-
vices to numerous en-
tities throughout North 
Texas each month. 

Post members Ted Ruybal, Larry 

Marshall, Terry Meyering and 
Kevin Robinson practice folding 
the American Flag.  Our post Hon-
or Guard performs memorial cere-
monies for fallen Veterans' where-
in the flag is removed from the 
coffin, folded and presented to the 
next of kin in honor of their loved 
one’s faithful and dedicated ser-
vice to our country.  Example be-
low. 

THE AMERICAN FLAG 
— FOLDED 

Did you know that 
there are 372 WWII vet-
erans dying each day? 
There are approximately 
350,000 out of the 16 
million original veterans 
left around the world, 

most of course are in the U.S. 
These figures are according to the 
US Department of Veterans Af-
fairs statistics. 

So what does that mean to us as 
members of the American Legion? 
Well I think it means we should be 
honoring these men and women of 
“The Greatest Generation” and 
other vets as well. How can we do 
this? Well how about we start 
looking for these folks and not on-
ly them but those who fought and 
died for our country since then as 
well. Opportunity is just around 
the corner since Veterans Day is 
just over a month away. 

Check with family and friends and 
locate these veterans. You would 
be surprised how many people 
would be glad to let you know 
about a veteran and their location. 
I just visited 17 vets today in 3 dif-
ferent nursing homes. How did I 
know they were there? Friends told 
me about one or two and then I 
called the homes and found out 
how many were actually living 
there.  

 Perhaps you are still in the work-
force and not retired like me and 
unable to spend that kind of time 
visiting. Ok so how about sending 
them a card that just says hello and 
offers some encouragement and 
write and tell them how much you 
appreciate what they sacrificed for 
this country and its people. 

How about one or two visits with 
(Continued on page 12) 

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

Ed Mendlik, 
Chaplain 



 

12 

currently have 9 events sched-
uled for the fourth quarter.   
 
One of our events will be the 
Frisco Community/Veterans Day 
Parade. Our “Guard” will lead 
the parade as it has done in past 
years. We will lead followed by 
members of the Post carrying the 
Service Flags. The parade will be 
on November 10th and feature a 
reviewing stand presentation pri-
or to the start. 
 
The Honor/Color Guard offers a 
valuable service to our members 
and the community. We consist-
ently receive positive comments 
from the public about the service 
we provide.  
 
Anyone interested in joining our 
Post Honor/Color Guard please 
contact Fred Rogers or myself. 
 

By Larry Marshall 

your children. Let them learn 
about what these folks have done 
for them straight from the veteran 
themselves, especially since they 
are not teaching them about this 

in school anymore. 

I am not going to drone on any 
more I think you have the picture 
by now. Just get out there and cel-
ebrate you and your family’s free-
dom this VETERANS DAY be-
cause of a veteran. 

By the way, if you happen to be a 
veteran who is reading this, I 
want to personally thank you for 
your service. 

(Continued from page 11) 178, like our page and start follow-
ing!  
 
But now that fall riding weather is 
finally here - the Riders Chapter is 
looking forward to the 26th Annual 
Teddy Bear Ride October 28th, 
from 8 am to 12 pm. The ride will 
start at Ikea in Frisco and end at 
Harley Davidson Financial Ser-
vices in Plano. The ride supports 
the Children’s Advocacy Center of 
Collin County. We’ll join thou-
sands of riders to deliver new ted-
dy bears into the arms of children 
served by the Center – “Child 
abuse has no place in our commu-
nity!” 
 
There are a lot of veteran oriented 
rides coming up in October and 
November, and we’d like to make 
them all. The more riders we have 
in the Chapter, the more rides we 
can represent the Post and the 
American Legion. Join us at our 
next meeting and ride! 

The third quarter has been busy 
for the Honor/Color Guard. We 
have conducted 14 events in the 
past 3 months. The request for Post 
178 Honor/Color Guard continues 
to increase each quarter. We have 
three new members in the Guard 
who have participated in several of 
the 14 events this quarter. They are 
Ted Ruybal, Larry Wilhelm, and 
Thor Anderson. 
 
We now have 12 Color Guard 
members plus our Chaplain. We 

By Matt Ostergaard, Commander, Post 178 
ALR 
 

It’s been a hot summer! In May, 
we partnered with American Le-
gion Harding-Blaine Post 321 and 
Casey Joyce all-America VFW 
Post 4380 for a Memorial Day pro-
gram. JD has done a great job get-
ting our Facebook page back on 
track. Since March, our page likes 
are up 150 percent! If you are not 
following us yet – go to American 
Legion Riders, Peter J Courcy Post 

 

Post 178 Color Guard members 

John Ricca, Dave Fautheree, Ted 
Ruybal, Fred Rogers and Kevin 
Robinson preparing to present Col-
ors at the Major League Lacrosse 
Semi-Final Championship game 
between the Dallas Rattler’s and 
the New York Lizards at The Star 
on Aug, 4, 2018.   


