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My personal Best 
Wishes to each of 
our Post and Auxil-
iary members for a 
prosperous and 

happy new year in 2018.  The 
calendar year 2017 was filled 
with continuous unprecedented 
membership growth and many 
achievements – both of which 
can be directly attributed to team-
work and dedication.  We have 
much for which we can be very 
proud and thankful. 

December of each year brings 
another milestone for Peter J 
Courcy Post 178.  On December 
13, 2013, we held a ‘Meet & 
Greet’ to recruit members and 
Post 178 came to life.  That was 
just 4 short years ago and while 
we are still one of the newest 
posts in the State we have ma-
tured much faster than our physi-
cal age.  Follows are a few of our 
2017 achievements. 

 Membership growth once 
again exceeded all expecta-
tions.  We are now 361 mem-
bers strong and have already 
met all membership goals for 
2018. 

 For the first time the Post 
earned the prestigious Texas 
Post Excellence Award…only 
3 of the 480 Posts in the State 
earned this award in 2017.  

 Our financial position 
combined with the help 
from our Service Officer 
has allowed us to contin-
ue to help veterans and 
their families in need.  
We also continue to sup-
port the Clyde Cosper 
Texas State Veterans 
Home in Bonham 

 We made a big difference 
in the community with 
our involvement in Amer-
ican Legion Programs 
such as Boy Scouts, Tex-
as Boys State, Law & Or-
der, Legislative and High 
School Oratorical Con-
test. 

 It is notable that our sev-
en Committees 
(Membership, Finance & 
Budget, Fund Raising, 
Public Relations, Train-
ing, Honor/Color Guard 
and Wreaths Across 
America) are productive 
and serving the Post re-
markably well. 

December is not only a time 
of reflection on what we have 
done well…it is also a time to 
plan our actions for the new 
calendar year…notice I did 
not say activities.  Actions 
and activities may sound 
alike, but they are distinctly 
different.  An activity is when 

(Continued on page 2) 
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you are busy doing something, but 
that task will never produce an out-
come by itself.  An action, on the 
other hand is an act that will get you 
a result.  I am very proud that we 
are a “results oriented” Post and in 
2018 we will continue to focus on 
actions that will make a difference 
in our community, with our veter-
ans and children & youth. 

Thank you for your membership 
and support of Peter J Courcy Post 
178 and for your honorable service 
to America.  It is my honor to serve 
alongside with you. 

Fred Rogers 

“I just thought I'd 
provide an update 
as to how things 
are going on the 
hill. I am in Cadet 
Squadron 27, the 
"Fabulous Thun-
derbirds," for my 
first two years 

here, which has proven to be a 
really great group of cadets so 
far.  

As far as academics, I am taking 
Chemistry, Spanish, Computer 
Science, Calculus, and English 
this semester. They have been 
very manageable classes and I 
expect to finish the last 14 or so 
lessons of the semester on a high 
note. Additionally, I took Air-
manship for the first 10 lessons 
of the semester where I got 4 
glider flights, including an acro-
batic flight where we did a few 
loops and pulled around 3 g's. If 
I make the flying team, I will 
take a familiarization course in 
the summer for the Cessna 172, 
but if not, I plan on taking soar-
ing and pursuing the route of 
becoming a glider instructor pi-
lot. Finally, I will take boxing 
for the last 8 lessons of the se-
mester, which will be interesting 
to say the least.  

I hope things are going well at 
the post, as I know that the Boys 
State Selections are a few 
months away. If any delegates 
that you know of have any inter-
est in the academies or want ad-
vice about the program, feel free 
to send them my way as I am 
more than happy to help them 
out in any way I can.” 

 
Sincerely, 
Leo Cheshire 
Wakeland HS ‐ 2016 

Our Post 178 
Boys State com-
mittee has com-
pleted interviews 
at all nine Frisco 
high schools and 
chosen 23 finalists 
to attend the 2018 
Texas Boys State 
program in June 
(see list below).  

The committee consisted of the 
following members:  John Clark, 
Paul Jones, Ed Kelly, Marty Mar-
tel, George Macintyre, Ted Ruy-
bal and Mike Strand. 

Each high school could nominate 
up to three 11th grade boys; each 
boy provided the committee their 
resume that contained their aca-
demic, community service, leader-
ship, sports & music involvement, 
and special skills such as lan-
guages.   Additionally, our com-
mittee conducted 30 minute inter-

Finalists Chosen for 
2018 Frisco Boys State 

views at each high school where 
the nominees were required to ap-
pear in coat and tie (a rarity at 
most schools today). 

Without question our committee 
members felt this year’s finalists 
are truly OUTSTANDING young 
men and we are pleased to be 
sending them to the University of 
Texas, Austin June 10- 15, 2018 
to represent Post 178 and the City 
of Frisco.  Our Post will be hold-
ing a program orientation for the 
23 boys and their parents on May 
21, 2018 at which time past Boys 
Statesmen will attend and share 
their experience and best practic-
es. 

 

2018 Frisco Boys State 
Program Finalists 

 

FRISCO HIGH: Cody Perry , Eric  
 Wu & Carter Yates 

LEGACY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY:  
Jacob Frater.  

LIBERTY HIGH: : Wade Glover & 
Stafford Johnson 

CENTENIAL HIGH:  Ryan Chen, Da-
vid Moon & Josh Esparza   

WAKELAND HIGH:  Oliver Shi, Ja-
cob Fujihara & Chase Attanasio  

REEDY HIGH:  Andrew Choi, Alex 
Hung & Ethan Lopez 

INDEPENDENCE HIGH:  Param 
Veeramachaneni  & Aryan Argawal  

HERITAGE HIGH:  Alexander 
Jaime, Colton Nelson & Harrison 
McFarland      

LONE STAR HIGH:   Steven Austin, 
Grant Hardy & Mason Martinez 

By Mike Strand 

Letter from Former 
Boy’s Stater 

Leo Cheshire 
Air Force Cadet 
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member for their assistance and 
support as your membership 
chair.  It has been my honor and 
pleasure to serve you and Post 178 
for the past one and a half 
years.  Our goals could not have 
been achieved without YOU and 
your support.  We will continue our 
efforts to exceed all expectations. 

OUR FOCUS - RETENTION, RECRUIT-
MENT & RENEWALS 

OUR MOTTO - 
"VETERANS STILL SERVING AMERICA" 

For the 2017 - 
2018 year, your 
membership com-
mittee includes 
Ken Looney, Ed 
Mendlik, Delbert 

Parsons, Brett Ragsdale, and Fred 
Rogers, who have achieved out-
standing results.  Post 178 is cur-
rently first in the State for recruiting 
new members in the 151 to 300 
member category and we are now 
the second largest, of 26 Posts, in 
the 4th District. 

Each monthly meeting, I ask each 
member to recruit just one new 
member each year.  Post members 
that recruit one new member will 
receive a certificate from the Na-
tional Commander and Post mem-
bers that recruit 3 new members are 
eligible for the National Command-
er's pin.  Currently we have 10 
members that have earned this dis-
tinctive pin.  Recruiting new mem-
bers is easy - JUST ASK!  

Our goal for new members is 30 
and we have surpassed that goal by 
32 new members. 

Our goal for membership is 298; 
currently we have 364 exceeding 
the goal by 66.  Our goal is 90% 
retention of existing members from 
2017 and currently we have re-
tained 102.4% of existing members 
and transferred members.  Your 
membership is appreciated and 
hopefully you found the website an 
easy way to renew using your credit 
card.  This will be the process of the 
future for renewing. 

We have two recruiting events 
planned, Frisco Gun Club and Col-
lin College in Frisco.  The commit-
tee will meet on January 4, 2018 to 
establish an updated action plan for 
the remainder of the year. 

I, personally, want to thank each 

active or inactive as you de-
sire.  We understand that many 
of you have other obligations 
and priorities with your job and 
family.  Your membership fur-
thers our efforts for V.A. Health 
Care, G.I. Bill, and any Constitu-
tional Amendment that The 
American Legion is placing in 
front of Congress. 

Your membership in The Ameri-
can Legion is the fuel that drives 
our Post to excel.  Thank you for 
your service to our country and 
equally important, thank you for 
your membership in Peter J 
Courcy Post 178.  We are a band 
of brothers & sisters and appre-
ciate everything that you do to 
make our Post "the best we can 
be". 

By: Larry Marshall, Membership Chair 

It seems no matter what programs 
you begin discussing, we always 
come back to membership.  The rea-
son is obvious - "membership is the 
lifeblood” of any organization and 
The American Legion is not an ex-
ception.  Without members, there 
would be no Legion programs, there 
would be no assistance and support 
of veterans their families and the 
community, there would not be pro-
grams for children and 
youth.  Therefore, it is imperative on 
our part that we continue to grow 
membership to improve our Post 
monetarily and improve Legion pro-
grams. 

And equally important are the intan-
gible benefits of membership, the 
benefits you can't put a dollar value 
to - the comradery, the lifelong 
friendships that develop from being 
actively involved with others and 
the leadership qualities we gain by 
holding offices, chairing Legion 
programs, and participating on com-
mittees, along with the self-
satisfaction of accomplish-
ments.  Just being a member you are 
helping others. 

 Being a member of The American 
Legion, you are still serving Ameri-
ca and more importantly, benefiting 
veterans and their families with our 
strength in numbers.  You can be as 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
IS IMPORTANT 

Once again, on December 6, 
2017, members of Post 178 
gathered for an evening of re-
cruiting members for The 
American Legion.  Post mem-
bers participating in Merry 
Main Street were David Grand-
field, Brett Ragsdale, Fred Rog-
ers, Rob Spallone, and Larry 
Marshall.  Thanks to Brett and 
Korrie Tighe-Ragsdale for dec-
orating our booth. 

David Grandfield led Troop 178 
Boy Scouts to assist in this 
event by holding up "Are You A 
Veteran" signs to assist in the 
event and collecting donations.  
The event provides Post mem-
bers an opportunity to explain 
to the public the purpose of The 
American Legion and what we 
do in the community.  The 
event lasted from 5:00 P.M. un-
til 9:00 P.M.  There was a large 

(Continued on page 4) 
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turnout for all the different activi-
ties. 

This year we added something new 
to our booth - a five-gallon bucket 
decorated for donation to assist 
needy veterans and their fami-
lies.  The response from the com-
munity was overwhelming and we 
are grateful for the support.  Most 
of the donations were made by chil-
dren, given money by their par-
ents.  The young boys and girls 
would walk up to the donations ta-
ble, drop the money into the bucket, 
and look up at us and say, "Thank 
you for your service".  That was a 
reward we did not expect; but, it 
made us proud to have served our 
country and be a member of The 
American Legion.  We thank the 
City of Frisco for inviting our Post 
each year to participate. 

By Larry Marshall  

(Continued from page 3) The Colony.  His inurnment ser-
vice followed at DFW National 
Cemetery with our Post Honor 
Guard Rifle Team providing the 
honorary rifle salute.  May he 
rest in peace. 

I helped our Post Service Officer 
with a veteran and his family in 
need.  Through the Stonebriar 
Community Church we were 
able arrange a grant for their De-
cember rent. 

I consider it an honor and a priv-
ilege to serve as Chaplain of 
Post 178 and look forward to 
continuing to serve the spiritual 
needs of many more of our vet-
erans. 

Ed Mendlik 

and Virginia Mendlik went along to 
visit with and give Christmas bags to 
all the ladies who are residents.  

By John Allen 

On Friday, 1 Decem-
ber, 2017, we went to 
the Texas State Veter-
ans Home in Bonham, 
Texas to take the many 
boxes of items donated 
by the Oak Point Ele-
mentary School in Lit-

tle Elm School District, and the 
American Legion Post 178 to be 
distributed on Christmas day to the 
residents.  

     Tim Schmidt, Marty Martel, Les 
Marshal, Gary Nigro, Ron Bircher 
and I grilled hotdogs and hamburg-
ers for the residents and staff and 
afterwards visited with many of 
them. 

     ALA members, Vickie Allen 

SUPPORTING OUR VETS 
Find A Way To Serve—Research shows 
that people who volunteer live longer, re-
cover from illness faster and report being 
happier. "When you serve others, it gives 
you a depth of happiness that cannot be 

experienced from any other activity." 

John Allen 

Tim Schmidt, Marty Martel, John Allen, Gary 
Nigro, Ron Bircher and Les Marshall as they 
prepare the meal for the Bonham residents.  

Vicky Allen, Virginia Mendlik, John Allen, 
Marty Martel, Ron Bircher, Les Marshall, Gary 

Nigro and Tim Schmidt surrounding the 
many items donated to the residents of the 

Veterans Home. 

During the last quarter of 
the year we have been 
busy caring for our mem-
bers and their families. 

Jim LaBelle continues his 
stay at Brookhaven Reha-
bilitation facility.  While 

Jim continues to improve, it has 
been slow and he recently was ad-
mitted to the hospital for a short 
stay. 

Sadly, I must report that Charter 
member Harold Brown departed 
this life.  His service was held at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

CHAPLAINS REPORT 

Ed Mendlik 

Bill Cates a lifelong Frisco resident is 
being honored by Mayor Cheney as the 

2017 Frisco Distinguished Veteran of the 
Year.  

 

Please click on the following 
link to access our calendar 

of upcoming events 

https://friscolegion.org/
calendar/ 
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Each year members of Post 178 
and Unit 178 support, and partici-
pate in Wreaths Across America 
at D/FW National Ceme-
tery.  Having attended the past 
three (3) years, it is an emotional 
experience as we pay our respects 
to our fallen comrades.  We are 
honored to support the family of 
our Post name-sake, Corporal Pe-
ter J Courcy who is laid to rest in 
Section 176 of D/FW National 
Cemetery. 

On Friday, December 15th, we 
assembled at D/FW National 
Cemetery to distribute cases of 
wreaths to grave site areas.  With 
the assistance of U-Haul, we 
could meet the challenge.  Mr. 
Jonathan Martindale, President of 
U-Haul of West Texas, donated 
the use of two (2) twenty foot 
trucks to assist in transporting the 
cases of wreaths to the grave 
sites.  Mr. Martindale has provid-
ed U-Haul trucks for the past 
three (3) years.  Mr. Martindale, 
an Abilene, Texas resident, plans 
on attending Wreaths Across 
America at D/FW National Ceme-
tery in 2018.   

On Saturday, December 16th, we 
attended the National Wreaths 
Across America ceremony at D/
FW National Cemetery.  At 10:50 
A.M. at all U.S.A. National Cem-
eteries, military ceremonies are 
held to honor our deceased veter-
ans.  The ceremony last approxi-
mately one hour with a distin-
guish guest speaker.  Military per-
sonnel, veterans, their families, 
friends, citizens, and dignitaries 
paid their respect to veterans laid 
to rest by placing wreaths on the 
grave sites  

There were approximately 4,000 
people in attendance and follow-
ing the ceremony helped place 

(Continued on page 6) 

Above is a photo taken at the gravesite of Peter J Courcy during the Wreaths Across America event on 
Saturday December 16.  Bottom row is (L‐R) Chris Bush, Luke Bush and Mary Bush, father, brother & 
mother of Peter J Courcy.   Others in photo (L‐R) are Virginia Mendlik, Ed Mendlik, Ted Ruybal, Delbert 
Parsons, Les Marshall, Armando Kling, Larry Marshall, Ellen Marshall, Fred Rogers, David Break, Brett 
Ragsdale, Don Ball, Glena Rogers, Greg Holmes, Kristin Holmes, Pam Break and children. . 

The picture above is of the Post 178 members that helped distribute the boxes of wreaths to the sec-
tions on the day before Wreaths Across America..  Pictured are L to R  John Ricca, Chuck Wright, Larry 
Marshall, Delbert Parsons, DaNee’Jensen, Fred Rogers & Wayne Weiss.  The trucks were donated by U-
Haul. 

WREATHS across  AMERICA 
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ed each of the section quizzes, 
you’ll be able to take the final ex-
am. The exam will take roughly 30 
minutes to complete. 

How to apply 

To enroll, go to www.legion.org/
alei and sign in using your 9-digit 
membership number (located at 
the top of your membership card). 
if you can’t find your number, you 
can e-mail Fred Rogers 
frrtx@icloud.com and he will for-
ward your number to you.  The 
course is free to members and at 
the conclusion you will have the 
ability to print a graduation certifi-
cate. 

Ted Ruybal, Post Trainer 

30,000 wreaths on the grave sites of 
deceased veterans.  Post Chaplain, 
Ed Mendlik, stated "It is a very 
emotional experience to witness and 
I will be back next year". 

A special thank you to the members 
of Post 178 and Unit 178 for partic-
ipating and a sincere thank you to  
U-Haul for providing the 
trucks.  Please consider supporting 
U-Haul because of their support to 
Post 178, Unit 178, and more im-
portantly, Wreaths Across America. 

Larry Marshall - 1st Vice Commander 

(Continued from page 5) beautiful nickel plated model 
1902 Army Officers Saber 
with the steel blade etched 
“Post 178 Frisco TX” and a 
nickel-plated scabbard.  Thank 
you, Dave!   

 We were approved by DFW 
National Cemetery to perform 
final honors at their facility.  
This is a major achievement 
and a completion of a 3-years 
old goal. 

 We have solidified a strong 
relationship with the Frisco 
Police Department that allows 
us to use their training facility 
to practice firing our weapons 
and folding the American flag 
over a casket. 

 
The Post Guard unit provides a 
valuable service to the community 
and brings added visibility to the 
Post. The 13 members of the 
guard are:  Norm Burgess, Dave 
Fautheree, David Grandfield, Greg 
Holmes, Larry Marshall, Terry 
Meyering, Delbert Parsons, John 
Ricca, Kevin Robinson, Fred Rog-
ers, Tony Sanniola, John Allen, 
Guard Chaplain & Ken Looney, 
Guard Commander.  Unfortunate-
ly, we say good-bye and thank you 
to Kenny Bierman for his partici-
pation as he is moving out of state.   
 
Anyone interested in joining the 
Post Guard Unit is encouraged to 
contact any member.   

The American Le-
gion’s official training 
program for members 
who want to expand 
their knowledge of the 
nation’s largest veter-
ans service organiza-
tion is now available 
online. This is a newly 

revised course, with enhanced vide-
os, digital photos, clickable links, a 
historical timeline and additional 
features. 

Topics 

The Topics of this course are; His-
tory & Organization, Veterans Af-
fairs & Rehabilitation, National Se-
curity, Americanism, Children & 
Youth, a course conclusion and a 
final exam 

Course Structure 

The course is arranged into the pre-
viously mentioned 5 major topic 
areas and 1 conclusion section. 
Each section will present infor-
mation about the topic via text, im-
ages and video. At the end of each 
topic area there is a quiz that will 
help gauge your understanding of 
the material. When you’ve complet-

Ted Rhybal 

By Ken Looney, Commander—Color/Honor 
Guard 

 

2017 was a busy time 
for the Post 178 Col-
or/Honor Guard. Dur-
ing the year, the Col-
or/Honor Guard per-
formed in the commu-
nity and honored vet-
erans at 40 events.  

Here is a break-down of their activi-
ties 
 Civic Events – 18 
 Veteran Recognition Events – 

14 
 Veteran Funerals – 2 
 Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies – 6 
 
Other notable accomplishments: 
 
 We were financially able to pur-

chase our bugle.  This along 
with the M-1 rifles we acquired 
in 2016 completes our guard 
unit ability to perform most any 
task requested. 

 Dave Fautheree, guard member, 
made a special donation of a 

Ken Looney 

New “Basic Training” 
Program 

ATTENTION! 
Have you considered 
helping with one of our 
Committees?  The post 
has many opportuni-
ties for you to share 
your skills.  Contact 
Fred Rogers at 972-977
-9342 for more infor-
mation. 
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Troop 178 is made official as of Janu-
ary 2018 and honors Post 178 on its 

flags 

Recently the scouting units hosted 
by our post updated the unit num-
bers to reflect the same number as 
the post.  In doing so the need to 
update every scouts uniform with a 
new number patch prompted the 
troop to use the opportunity to sell 
the new patches as a fund raiser.   

 

These patches are a less expensive 
alternative than purchasing the indi-
vidual numbers alone and have pro-
vided a distinct opportunity to cre-
ate a patch that can also be collect-
ed and used by members of our 
Post.  If you would like to order; 
please contact 2nd Vice Commander 
David Grandfield at da-
vid.grandfield@gmail.com or see 
him at your next Post 178 meeting.  
The patches are $5.00 each.  Addi-
tional items will be made available 
in the future. 

By David Grandfield - Scoutmaster 
 

Post 178 has host-
ed Boy Scout 
Troop 22 for more 
than a year.  When 
the troop expanded 
to add a Venture 
Crew the crew 
adopted the post 

number in honor of Post 178.   Ear-
lier this year Post 178 was able to 
form a new Cub Scout Pack who 
also chose to honor the post by 
adopting 178 as their Pack number.   

The boys and adults of the troop 
decided to honor the post as well 
and have the troop number changed 
from 22 to 178.  The troop has just 
completed their re-charter.  The 
process has taken much time and 
effort but will be realized as of this 
new year 2018.  In preparation the 
troop has changed their logo to ac-
commodate all three scouting units 
and has ordered new troop flags. 

Here are the logo and flag: 

 

Pack Troop and Crew 178 logo honor-
ing American Legion, Peter J Courcy, 

Post 178. 

 

The Post’s Boy Scout Troop at-
tended winter camp at Lost Pines 
for their last camp out as Troop 
22.  Lost Pines Boy Scout Camp 
is located near Bastrop, Texas and 
the State’s Capitol.  The boys be-
gan their trip just one day after 
Christmas and returned in time to 
celebrate the new year. 

 

While the boys spent their time earn-
ing merit badges, the adult leaders 
were busy attending training and 
completing wood badge tickets.  Two 
leaders completed scout leader spe-
cific training for Assistant scoutmas-
ter and Introduction to Outdoor 
Leadership Skills (IOLS).  This adds 
two more trained leaders to our unit 
and their effort is much appreciated.  
Thanks Mr. Lau and Mrs. Anderson.   

Assistant Scoutmaster  Francis 
completed one of his Wood 
Badge tickets while assisting with 

(Continued on page 8) 
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the IOLS training. 

Here are some highlights from the 
boys adventures including a trip to 
the State Capitol as part of the re-
turn trip home. 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

The Boys and their chaperones enjoying a 
a meal together 

The Boys gathered in front of the State 
Capital in Austin 

The boys in awe as they wander through 
the rotunda at the State Capital 

Our fourth annual Holiday Dinner attracted over 100 members and guests, all of 
whom enjoyed a wonderful meal and a bushel load of camaraderie.    

 

Peter J Courcy’s young brother 
Luke draws a name out of the 
hat for door prize as Com-
mander Rogers and Korrie 
Tighe-Ragsdale, President of 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
178,  look on 

 
This patriotic quilt was sewn 
by auxiliary unit 178 member 
Caren Cohen and included 
among the many items of-
fered for sale in the “silent 
auction”.  The auction raised 
$1,485 To help fund the Girls 
State program 
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Members of Post 178 Honor Guard gather at 
D/FW National Cemetery prior to the memori-

al service for Harold “Brownie” Brown on 
December 1, 2017. 

Post 178 Color Guard proudly leads the Com-
munity Parade. 

Color Guard commander Ken Looney shares 
a laugh with General Peter Chialli, the key-
note speaker at the annual “Patriot Party” 
sponsored by the Housing Crisis Center of 
Dallas, prior to the event held at the George 
W. Bush Institute.  The Patriot Party high-
lights the courageous men and women who 
bravely served our country and who now 
need help from the Housing Crisis Center. 

Korrie-Tighe Ragsdale, Vicky Allen, Da Nee’ 
Jensen. Margaret Troxclair, Mary Bush Na-
talie Harrer and Lexi Harrer pose behind the 
American Legion Auxiliary unit 178 entry in 
the annual Community Parade. 

Auxiliary Unit 178 members Abby Holmes, 
Margaret Troxclair, Lexi Harrer and Natalie 
Harrer  pose with their banner prior to the  
annual Community Parade. 

Volunteers of The American Legion, Peter J 
Courcy Post 178 loading non-perishable food 
boxes to be distributed to veterans in the 
Frisco and surrounding areas.  From left to 
right - Marty Martel, David Break, and Larry 
Marshall are loading food boxes from N.O.C. 
Consulting who accumulated and packed 
these boxes of non-perishable food.  Judge 
Roach of Collin County works closely with 
N.O.C to make sure needs are being met.  
This is but one of the many ways that Post 
178 supports the needs of veterans. 

Virginia Mendlik and Glena Rogers wrap-
ping gifts at Barnes And Nobel for the ALA 
fundraiser. 

Color Guard Chaplain John Allen, flanked 
by Post 178 Boy Scouts, conducts Memo-
rial service  at Sunrise Assisted Living 
Center  on Veterans Day, 2017. 

Post 178 Color Guard opened the ground 
breaking ceremony for the Charter School 
Founders Classical Academy of Frisco  on 
December 13th. 

Hundreds of volunteers (including many 
members of Post 178) line the entrance to 
Strikz in Frisco as they await the arrival of 
the “Snowball Express”. 

DID YOU KNOW 
This newsletter is produced by 

the members, about the members 
and for the members.  If you 

have any newsworthy item that 
you would like to share with our 

membership please contact Terry 
Meyering at 972-998-9993 or  

meyeringtk@gmail.com 
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On September 11, 2001, Captain 
Fisher looked up at the television 
in his temporary Washington D.C 
office, just across the street from 
the Pentagon, as the second plane 
hit the tower in Manhattan. A 
short time later, he looked out the 
window as another plane flew 
into the Pentagon right where his 
office had been. Fully operation-
al, that section of the structure 
would have had over 3,000 peo-
ple in it, instead of the 123 that 
perished. Had they not been re-
furbishing that wing of the Penta-
gon, he and his staff would have 
been vaporized.   

Marvin’s Air Force career contin-
ued strongly, earning early pro-
motion to Major, then promotions 
to Lieutenant Colonel and Colo-
nel.  He served with commands 
of the 31st Civil Engineer Squad-
ron, Aviano Air Base Italy sup-
porting Operation Deny Flight 
(Bosnia), where he also planned 
and developed the Aviano 2000 
plan to design and construct the 
$580 million rebuild of the base 
to bed-down the new F-16 mis-
sion in Aviano; The 21st Mission 
Support Group, Peterson Air 
Force Base, CO, and the 376th 
Expeditionary Mission Support 
Group, Manas AB, Kyrgyzstan, 
for Operation Enduring Freedom. 
As chief of Programs Division, 
Office of the Civil Engineer, 
Headquarters, United States Air 

(Continued on page 11) 

1984 and then was assigned to 
USAF Headquarters at Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany as RED 
HORSE Program Manager and fa-
cility programmer. 

Now Captain Fisher was offered a 
job in Washington D.C. as an Air 
Staff Training Program Intern 
working in the Pentagon with the 
Civil Engineering Branch, Logistics 
Directorate for the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff.  Next, as chief, Resources 
Division, 363rd Civil Engineer 
Squadron at Shaw Air Force Base 
in South Carolina, Marvin prepared 
for his first combat assignment as 
Commander of the 363rd Civil Engi-
neer Squadron (Provisional) in sup-
port of Operation Desert Shield/
Storm at Al Dhafra Air Base, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates. His squadron 
was in charge of building facilities 
such as this one in support of air 
operations. 

During F-16 exercises out of Oman 
in the late 80’s, Marvin had wise-
cracked to General Schwarzkopf as 
he toured the base about how his 
Air Force team had badly beaten 
Army in football that year. In thea-
ter for Desert Shield/Storm a year 
or so later, Army had won and Gen-
eral Schwarzkopf’s comment to the 
young captain was “Hey Fisher, you 
aren’t such a smart-a@$ this year 
are you?”  

By Rob Spallone 

Marvin Fisher:  
Making the Right 
Call 

If you flip a coin 100 
times, chances are it 
will end up 50 times 

“Heads” and 50 times “Tales”. It’s 
the law of averages, or something 
like that.  After listening to his sto-
ry, I am here to tell you the law of 
averages does not apply to Marvin 
Fisher. In fact, I wouldn’t bet 
against Marvin calling it right every 
time.  

Marvin’s first challenge came from 
his father while growing up in Des 
Moines, Iowa. His father stated that 
he didn’t think Marvin could get 
into one of the service academies. 
Marvin made top grades and was 
accepted into both the United States 
Air Force Academy and the United 
States Naval Academy.  Not being a 
great swimmer, he chose the Air 
Force Academy in June 1977. 
Marvin graduated in 1981 with a 
degree in Civil Engineering. 

Second Lieutenant Fisher put in for 
his first assignment in Texas, be-
cause he took a liking to it after sev-
eral visits with his father, who 
would come for bricklayer work in 
the winter months. He was reward-
ed with duty at Carswell Air Force 
Base from June 1981- May 1983, 
and was promoted to 1st Lieutenant 
as he completed that tour. He 
earned his Master of Science De-
gree in Engineering Management 
while attending the Air Force Insti-
tute of Technology at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio in 

MEMBER PROFILE 

Marvin Fisher 

Air Base/Facility that Marvin constructed in 
Oman in 1988-89 as part of a training exercise 

with the 363 Civil Engineer Squadron.  

General Schwarzkopf “rubbing it in” to Capt. 
Fisher how “Army” beat “Air Force” in 1986 
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  for the National Society of Ameri-
can Military Engineers, taking of-
fice in May 2018 as the 99th Na-
tional President. 
 
Sure enough...when it comes to 
making the right call, Marvin’s 
your guy. 

Force in Washington D.C., Colonel 
Fisher was responsible for develop-
ing and integrating civil engineering 
policies, plans, budgets and basing 
issues. His division was responsible 
for validating and advocating to the 
Air Force corporate structure, OSD 
and Congress the $12 Billion annu-
al installation support budget for 
166 Air Force installations world-
wide. 
 
Colonel Fisher served as the Com-
mand Civil Engineer, Headquarters 
Air Force Space Command, Peter-
son Air Force Base, CO, as Direc-
tor, Mission Support Directorate 
and as Deputy Director, Installa-
tions and Mission Support Direc-
torate, both at Peterson Air Force 
Base, CO, before retiring in August 
2006 to spend time with family.  
 
Transitioning to worldwide engi-
neering and architectural firm At-
kins out of the Air Force as a Senior 
VP, Marvin disagreed with the di-
rection his new CEO was taking.  
His wife, Julie, worked at a smaller 
engineering company called Farns-
worth, and suggested he take a look.  
 
He was offered a job as Chief Strat-
egy Officer, a position that did not 
previously exist. As CSO, Marvin 
oversaw acquisition of a Denver 
architectural firm which broadened 
the scope of business, developed 
business metrics to facilitate effi-
cient growth and lower operating 
costs, and crystalized the compa-
ny’s vision through clear 
“Commander’s Intent” communica-
tions to the company leadership and 
staff. 
 
Having been awarded the Legion of 
Merit, Two Bronze Stars, several 
Meritorious Service Medals and 
many other awards and decorations 
to go with Meritorious Military En-
gineer award and Air Force Out-
standing Civil Engineer Squadron. 
Marvin is now the President-Elect 

(Continued from page 10) 

Marvin Fisher, Chief Strategy Officer, Farns-
worth Group standing by some of his military 
items in his office at Hall Office Park in Frisco, 

By John Keating 
 

First Annual Frisco American 
Legion Shoot-Out was held on 
Thursday, October 26 2017, at the 
Frisco Gun Club.  Frisco Police 
Officers Sullivan and Shirley won 
the overall event (Pistol & Rifle), 
and Officer Shirley was also the 
overall Pistol champion!  Second 
Place was Jaime Ronderos and our 
special guest, Austin St.John, the 
original Red Power Ranger!  Third 
Place was the father-son team of 
the James family.  The event was 
well-attended and helped raise 
over $2000 for our scholarship 
fund and other local veterans initi-
atives.  Everyone had fun shoot-
ing, and enjoyed the food and the 
camaraderie.  Many thanks to our 
participants and volunteers who 
helped make this event a huge 
success!  Planning for the 2018 
event is already underway.    

Frisco Police duo 
wins first place in 

The American Legion 
Shoot Out for charity 

John Keating (center) presents the “Shoot-
Out” championship trophies to Frisco po-

lice officers Sullivan and Shirley. 

American Legion Post 178 

Fundraiser Cruise 
Please plan to join us on October 7, 
2018 as we depart Galveston for a 
7-night cruise to Roatan, Costa Ma-
ya & Cozumel on the beautiful Lib-
erty of the Seas. 

Royal Caribbean has just an-
nounced a special pricing promo-
tion until the end of January.  This 
is a great fundraiser for the post 
and if you act quickly you can en-
joy the special pricing and a great 
cruise. 

100% of all monies raised on this 
amazing cruise go to support Post 
178 Children & Youth programs.  
Full details are available at 469-
294-8900 or 
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/frisco. 
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Post 178 is looking for  sponsors 
to off-set the cost of printing and 
publishing this newsletter and 
other information pieces distrib-
uted to our membership and the 
community at large.  Sponsor-
ship will consist of display type 
advertising; either business 
cards, 1/2 page or full page dis-
plays. 
 
Pricing will be: 

 $25.00 per issue or $75/yr 
(4 quarterly issues) for 
business cards 

 
 $175  pre issue or $525/yr

SPONSORS WANTED 
(4 quarterly issues) for 1/2 
page 

 
 $250 per issue or $750/yr 

(4 quarterly issues) for 
full page. 

 
These spaces will be offered on 
first-come-first-served basis with 
preference going to Post mem-
bers.  Total advertising space 
will be limited to the equivalent 
of 2 pages. 
 
If you are aware of an individual 
or business interested in sup-
porting our needs through this 
sponsorship program please 
contact Terry Meyering at mey-
eringtk@gmail.com, or 972-998-
9993 


