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our commitment in supporting
our community and our fellow
service members. If you would
like to be more involved we
have several committees and
programs that are just waiting
for you. Just let us know your
interest.

COMMANDERS MESSAGE

Possibly

the
most
important internal post event
each year is
Fred Rogers
our annual of- Occasionally the question is
ficer elections.
asked “how do you measure
the true strength of an organiIn April, the executive comzation?” And that is a good
mittee will appoint a Nominatquestion. Certainly, membering Committee, in May the
ship numbers and continual
Nominating Committee will
growth are a factor of strength.
report their findings to the
But, is it our primary strength?
membership and in June we
Isn’t our true strength in our
will hold our elections. All
activity? It is our service to
post officer and executive comour community, state and namittee positions are open for
tion and in our service to our
election each year. Nominafellow veterans. If our activity
tions will also be taken from
is the true measure of our
the floor during the elections.
strength, then doesn’t it make
Serving as a post officer is a
sense that our membership will
rewarding and gratifying expegrow if we increase our activirience. Everyone is encourty?
aged to consider serving in one
of these positions.
As the 2016-2017 year starts to
wind down I am, once again,
Post 178 members have all levreminded of how grateful we
els of involvement. Some atmust be for the opportunity we
tend all our functions while
have to continue to serve and
others pick and choose their
for all we have accomplished
involvement because of comin the short 3 years of our exmitments to other activities or
istence. Please accept my perpersonal family responsibilisonal thanks for your memberties. Some of our members can
ship, your support of post 178
only commit to paying their
and your honorable service to
annual dues. Regardless of
America.
your level of activity, together,
Fred Rogers, Commander, Post 178
our members create the
strength necessary to further
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2017 Frisco Boys State
Program Update
By: Mike Strand

Our Boys State inter-

view committee this
year included Post 178
members John Clark,
Paul Jones, Marty
Martel, Ed Kelly,
Boots Bagby, and myself. The committee
Mike Strand
recently
completed
interviews of the nominees from
eight Frisco high schools and selected the top 20 boys to represent their
high school, the City of Frisco, and
our Frisco American Legion Post
178 at the 2017 Texas Boys State
Program. The committee members
believe that we have a group of truly
OUTSTANDING delegates this
year; they are ROCK STARS!
The 20 finalists will board buses at
the Plano American Legion Post 321
on Sunday morning June 11th to
travel to the University of Texas,
Austin where they will live in college
dorms while attending the program.
This year the Texas Boys State program will have up to 1,300 boys
from across the State of Texas who
will have an experience of a life-time
in Austin. The final list of the 20
boys selected to attend Boys State
from Frisco is below.
All Post 178 members are invited to
attend the orientation meeting for
the selected Frisco Boys Staters and
their parents on Monday, May 22nd
at 7:30 PM at the Frisco ISD Administration Office at 5515 Ohio
Drive (just north of Lebanon). The
meeting will be hosted by Fred Rogers and Mike Strand and include
past Boys Statesmen from previous
years sharing their Boys State experience from past years, including
one local Frisco resident who attended in 1962 from Amarillo.

8:15 AM – to 10:15 AM - College
Fair – for parents and Statesmen;
25+ universities will be represented
10:00 AM to 11:15 AM – Parents
Meeting to discuss the Boys State
experience
11:15 AM to 1:30 PM – General
Assembly for Statesmen and families to close the program: Keynote speaker, scholarship winners, talent show, Boys Nation
delegates announced
More detailed information can be
found on the Boys State website: www.texasboysstate.com.
Following are the 20 boys selected to
attend this year’s program in Austin:

FRISCO HIGH
Jack James and Jack Marshall

HERITAGE HIGH
Supreet Bhavireddy,
Sasmith Lokireddy and
Robert Williams
INDEPENDENCE HIGH
Devarsh Pandya, Matthew
Melendez and
Nicholas VonFeldt
LIBERTY HIGH
Jeffrey Nebeker, Vinayak
Chatterjee, Rohith Perumalla and Sebastian Moreno
LONE STAR HIGH
Tyler Farley, Jeffrey Trouy
and Aaron Raye
REEDY HIGH
Parker Bedlan, Ryan Blackburn and Jake Hoang
WAKELAND HIGH
Zachary Laible and Lucious
McDaniel

On Friday, June 16 in Austin, the
Texas Boys State program will host
Parents Day
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OUR 2017 DELEGATES TO
BOY‘S STATE

Troop 22
Charter Renewal
Each year Boy Scout troops must
renew their Charter with the chartering organization and the affiliated council. This year Troop 22 has
transitioned to American Legion,
Peter J Courcy, Post 178 and is
looking forward to a long relationship with the Post. Troop 22 and
our Post are extremely excited to
be working together to instill leadership skills and American values
in the boys of our troop and the
members of our crew. We are also
looking forward to a time when we
hope to add to this remarkable
group of boys by incorporating a
Cub Scout Pack into our scouting
family of friends and legion members.
Winter Camp 2016
Our troop attended winter camp at
Trevor Rees-Jones Scout Camp
from December 26th to December
31st. We had 12 Boy Scouts and 3
Boy Scout Leaders who attended.
The weather was pleasant at winter
camp this year as the temperature
did not drop below freezing and
several days were in the 70’s.
Winter Camp is run by the Boy
Scouts National Honor Society
known as the Order of the Arrow.
It is composed of scouts who make
all final decisions and adults who
perform in advisory rolls. All of
them are called “Arrowmen” and

are responsible for all aspects of
winter camp. They perform the
support functions, teach the classes
and provide services to keep winter
camp flowing smoothly during the
week which requires numerous
hours of planning and preparation.

targets and while he did not win
the competition he did do extremely well.

While at winter camp the two
Scout Leaders helped to make
sure the boys made it to classes
and two both of them attended
The Boy Scouts of Troop 22 partici- NRA certification courses includpated in 14 different Merit Badge ing Range Safety Officer and
Courses ranging from Trail to First Basic Instructor Training.
Class and Geocaching to AstronoClick HERE to access many more
my and Shotgun shooting. We even
pictures.
had scouts participating in WilderSubmitted by: Dave Grandfield
ness Survival and Extreme Mountain Man. Each of these include
building a shelter and sleeping in it
overnight. Extreme Mountain Man
also includes skills such as shooting
Black Powder Rifles, using flint and
steel, tanning animal hides to make
clothing and pouches as well as
blacksmithing to make knives and
musket balls.
Additional evening activities included the Opening and Closing
campfires in which stories are told,
skits are performed and songs are
sung. A Native American Pow
Wow & Dance demonstration and a
Cowboy Action Shooting competition where a scout representative
from each troop competed in a
timed shooting challenge that required them to shoot six rounds
from a single action 22 caliber revolver, 2 rounds from a Pump Action 20 gauge shotgun and 8 rounds
from a lever action 22 caliber rifle.
Several Troop 22’s scouts did this
in 1 minute 40 seconds missing no
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Pictures of the camp at Trevor Rees
-Jones Scout Camp on December
26th, 2017

subject and the extent of his/her research and ability to present the topic.
They must be prepared to speak on one
of four chosen amendments to the constitution.
We are looking forward to the 2018
competition. We need for all Post 178
members to get the word out to eligible
high school students who may be interested in this program.
The Scholarship program awards $500
for winners at the District level, $750
at the Division level and at the State
level they can win $2,000 for 1st
place.
$1,500 for second place or
$1,000 for third place. Winners at the
National level will receive $18,000 for
first place, $16,000 for second place
and $14,000 for third place.

4th District Oratorical Competition:

Gene Toohey, Commander of 4th
District, poses with Oratorical competitors Lauren Keith from Legacy Christian Academy High
School representing Post 178 of Frisco, Cage Sawyers from Van Alstyne High School representing
Post 376 of Van Alstyne, Alexandria Rea from McKinney North High School representing Post 96
of McKinney and Yolian Ogbu from Lone Star High School representing Post 178 of Frisco. Ogbu
took top honors and moved on to represent the 4th District at the 1st Division Competition

2017 American Legion High
School Oratorical Scholarship
Competition
By: Ted Ruybal, Oratorical Chairman

Congratulation

to Yolian Ogbu of Lone Star
High School and Lauren
Keith of Legacy Christian High School, who
were American Legion
Frisco Post 178 representatives in the AmeriTed Ruybal
can Legion High School
Oratorical Scholarship contest. Our ladies were the Winner and runner up at
the 4th District High School Oratorical
Scholarship program contest. Yolian
placed 1st and received a $500 scholarship. Lauren Keith was the 4th District
runner up. Thanks to both ladies for
their hard work and commitment.

The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship program is a 78 year
old Legion program designed to instill
knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of the United States.
The objective of this program is to help
develop leadership skills, ability to think
and speak clearly, and prepare students
for acceptance of the duties, rights, privileges and responsibilities of American
Citizenship. It helps students earn scholarship money that helps with the high
cost of a college education.
Qualified ninth through 12th grade students in public, private, charter and home
schools are eligible.
Elements of each speech are:
Prepared Oration (8 - 10) minutes on
some aspect of the US constitution with
emphasis on duties and obligations of a
citizen to our government.
Assigned topic (3 to 5 minutes) designed
to test the speakers knowledge of the
4

Yolian Ogbu

A SHINING STAR
For the second year in a row Yolian
placed first in the Annual American
Legion Oratorical Scholarship Competition in Frisco. This year she also
took first place in the 4th District
competition, held in Campbell, TX
and followed that up with a fourth
place finish in the 1st Division event
held in Fort Worth. What a run!!
The daughter of Menges and Feven
Ogbu, and sister to Jacob and Eben,
Yolian is an outstanding student at
Lone Star High School where, among
other things, she serves as captain
of the Debate Team and president of
the Model United Nations. She is
currently considering scholarship
offers from NYU, SMU and Baylor
Universities and has a desire to pursue either genetical research or international diplomacy upon graduation.

MEMBER PROFILE
Born

December 21,
1931 in Portsmouth
Ohio, Post 178 charter member Harold
Brown, affectionately
known as "Brownie",
Harold “Brownie” Brown was one of eight children born to Ed and
Pauline Brown.
In 1949, at age 17 Brownie quit
school and joined the Army. Why
the Army? “Because they were the
only ones that would take me because of my age” he says. He enlisted partially because there were
no jobs and no money coming in
and partially so that he could join
his older brother, Edward, who
was in the Army stationed in Japan. Edward was 7 years his senior and was himself a 17 year old
soldier in Pearl Harbor when the
Japanese attacked on December 7,
1941.
In 1950, following his basic training at Fort Knox, KY, Brownie
was deployed to Kyushu Japan in
the 13th Field Artillery, 24th Division. One day, while his unit was
on training maneuvers they were
notified that the North Koreans
had invaded the South (the beginning of Korean conflict) and his
unit would be shipping out immediately to Pusan Korea. From Pusan, they moved North to Taejon to
engage the enemy. General MacArthur had ordered every warm
body (clerks, cooks and bottle
washers) to be deployed as infantrymen in a "holding pattern" to
slow the North Korean advance.
The fighting was tough because the
fleeing refugees and the enemy
were all dressed in white and the
troops didn't know who to shoot.
“Thank God for the Navy and Air
Force”, Brownie says. “They were
terrific and played a pivotal role in
the ongoing conflict”.
One morning, Brownie was down
in the river brushing his teeth
when a North Korean bi-plane flew

low overhead and the pilot
leaned out and looked him right
in the eye. He didn't have his
rifle with him or he could have
easily shot the guy. At a later
date his unit was attacked by the
enemy and he was unable to participate in the engagement because he had once again placed
his rifle down while wading in
the river to brush his teeth. His
personal hygiene may have
saved HIM in this instance.

and Carolyn split the seasons between Minnesota and the Rio
Grande Valley and in 2009 they
sold the Antique shop and moved
to Frisco to be near their grand
children. They currently have 3
children, 5 grandchildren and 3
great-grandchildren.

Brownie is slowed by Parkinson's
disease and Carolyn is legally
blind but they get along fabulously
and are both VERY charming people. Find out for yourself by visitAnd yet another time while he ing with them at the next, or subsewas at the river brushing his quent, Post 178 meeting.
teeth he looked up to find his
brother Ed standing there. Ed
had been granted leave from his
regiment not far away and came
to visit him. They had a wonderful reunion. Seems like personal hygiene (brushing teeth)
played a significant role in his
life at the time, huh!
Later in the war Brownie was
told that his brother had been
killed. He subsequently learned
that Ed had only been seriously
wounded, and in fact was able to
continue soldiering ...until he
retired as a Major after 28
years.
After his 13 month deployment
in Korea, Brownie returned
stateside and was stationed at
Fort Devens, MA until his discharge. He then went to Cincinnati, where his mother lived, and
took a job in a steel mill until he
turned 21 and was able to drive
a truck. In 1952 he began a 35
year career with Ashland Oil
(first as a truck driver then as a
safety engineer). In 1953, he met
and married Luthea, his first
wife, and they had two children;
Rick and Cathy. In 1984 Luthea
passed away. In 1988 he married Carolyn, his current wife,
took early retirement from Ashland and they began a 3-year
odyssey traveling the country in
an RV. They finally ended up in
Northern Minnesota where they
opened an antique shop.
For the next 21 years Brownie
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This portrait was taken in December , 1949
while Harold (on left) and brother Edward were
both stationed in Japan. It was sent back home
to their mother as a Christmas gift..

On January 19, 2017 Commander Rogers presented “Brownie” with a medal of recognition
which is awarded by the Minister of Patriot and
Veterans Affairs, The Republic Of Korea, for
promoting peace and good will, for his service
during the Korean War.

GROWING OUR POST
By: Larry Marshall, 1st Vice Commander and
Chairman of Membership Committee

Membership is the
heartbeat of our
Post. As membership grows, so does
our strength, dediLarry Marshall
cation, commitment, and action. Thanks to our
members and Membership Committee, we will continue to forge
ahead with positive results. Some
of our membership accomplishments this year are:
1. 48 new members (1st in the
4th District & 2nd in the 1st
Division).
2. 119.6% of growth (1st in the
4th District & 1st in the 1st
Division).
3. 4th largest Post in the 4th District in our three years of existence.
4. 75 transferred members into
Post 178 from members at
large.
5. Roster of 357 members.
Post 178 is the fastest growing
Post in the State of Posts with a
membership of 64 or more.
Our priority will continue to be
renewals. We need 7 more renewals to meet our goal of 90% renewals and it is our desire to exceed that goal. We have been
very fortunate with our membership recruitment events at Frisco
Freedom Fest, Collin College,
and Frisco Gun Club.
Please do not forget the National
Commanders goal of every Post
member recruiting one new
member each year. All we need to
do is "Just Ask" your neighbors,
friends, members of your church,
someone wearing a military cap,
etc. If you need assistance; please
call anyone on the Membership
Committee.
I would like to thank the Mem-

bership Committee for their
dedication to "Growing Post
178" and a special thanks to
Glenn Lindsey, Ken Looney,
Delbert Parsons, and Fred Rogers for their dedication to recruitment, retention, and renewals of members. Post 178
should be proud of our Membership accomplishments; however, more work is to be done.
VETERANS STILL SERVING
AMERICA

OUR COLOR GUARD
By: Ken Looney, Chairman, Post 178 Color/
Honor Guard

Our Post 178 Color/
Honor Guard had a
busy 1st Quarter.
Our January, February, and March
practices focused
on
dismounted
drills, two and three
count rifle moves,
procedures
for
Ken Looney
posting and Presenting Colors, and
flag folding. During the 1st Quarter,
the Color Guard presented and posted
the colors at several events. Some of
these events are described below.
January 24, 2017 – Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony at the Frisco Heritage
Center.

After

much anticipation, ALA
Unit 178 is accepting applications for our 2nd-ever delegation
to Texas Girls State in Seguin.
This year's program will run June
11-17, 2017.

January 25, 2017 – Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony for Fidelity Investment
Company in Plano, Texas.

With much interest from the high
school community, we are looking forward to meeting and selecting another great group of
young ladies to represent
us. Several officers from Unit
178 Executive Committee will
review applications and interview candidates in April.

March 23, 2017 – Posted the Colors
for the 2017 Frisco Municipal Candidate Forum .

This year, we have secured funding to send six girls to the June
session -- a 100% increase in our
previous delegation! Ultimately,
it is the goal of the Unit to send a
student from every high school
in our community.
If you know of a promising high
school junior girl who lives in
Frisco or attends a Frisco ISD
school, please share this link
with her or her family.
Submitted by: Tracy Gamble
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March 9, 2017 – Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony for Aezion.

March 25, 2017— Flag retirement
and folding ceremony at Boy Scout
Camporee
March 31, 2017 – Led the Parade at
Texas State Veterans Home in Bonham, Texas.

Color Guard practice has been
changed from the 2nd Tuesday of
each month to the 4th Tuesday of
each month beginning in April,
2017
Our thanks to Brian
Livingston and his
Celebrity Bakery for
providing the beautiful cake for our birthday social on Thursday March 17th.

Our Post committee plans are to expand the program to include H.O.A.
By: Larry Marshall
communities and combine events of
Post membership recruiting events
As Americans, it is our duty and with Voters Registration events. Our
responsibility to exercise the right first combined event will be held at
to vote and encourage others to
vote as well. Elections are important to our democracy and each
year local, state, and national elections take place. Voting today remains as important as in past elections.

YOUR VOTE COUNTS

Post 178 has established a "Get Out
The Vote" committee to register
voters in both Collin and Denton
Counties. Each member of the
committee has been certified as
Deputy Registrars for their respective County. Our Post members are
Terry Meyering, Delbert Parsons,
and Glenn Lindsey for Collin
County and Fred Rogers, Marty
Martel, Ted Ruybal, David Break,
and Larry Marshall for Denton
County. Each committee member
attended training sessions at their
County Voters Registration Office

Post 178 member Tony Sanniola reads
to 4th graders at Prestwick STEM

the Frisco Gun Club.
The American Legion committee
shall be non-political and will not be
used for the dissemination of partisan principles nor for the promotion
of any candidate. Failure for Post
committee members to abide by
these rules may endanger its nonprofit status. Legionnaires may express their political views, but they
must do so without wearing any Legion attire and without a reflection
of or toward The American Legion.

2nd graders gather around Terry Meyering as he reads from one of their
popular story books

If you would like to become a member for Voters Registration; please
contact Glenn Lindsey at (903) 7205923 or Larry Marshall at (469) 222-

Ken Looney demonstrates that “a picture is
worth a thousand words” as he reads to 3rd
graders at Prestwick Stem Academy

NEA's Read Across America
is an annual reading motivation and
awareness program that calls for
Larry Marshal and David Break register
every child in every community to
voters at Frisco High School
celebrate reading on March 2, the
birthday of beloved children's author
to become certified. Post 178 Dr. Seuss.
members conducted Voters Registration at several Frisco high This year, members of Post 178 atschools for students that will be tended Prestwick STEM Academy to
eighteen (18) years of age within read to students in the 2nd through
two (2) months.
4th grade.
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IMPORTANT
NOTICE
The meeting of our Post Executive
Committee is changing from the
2nd Tuesday to the 2nd Thursday
of each month. As always, members and guests are invited to attend.
Meetings are held at the Frisco
Senior Center and start at 6:30
pm sharp.

Vietnam Veteran’s

Appreciation
By John Allen, Chaplain, Post 178

Our Post was invited to
support the “Vietnam
Veterans Appreciation
Day”, which was held
on 31 March at the
Texas Veterans Home
in Bonham, Texas. We
were requested to grill
out and provide Color Guard to lead
a parade around the facility. The parade had a Veterans’ float, firetrucks,
EMT vehicles, Police vehicles, Patriot Guard Motorcycles, Vietnam Veterans and our Color Guard leading
the way. The Color Guard consisted
of Fred Rogers, Ken Looney, and
Larry Marshall, carrying the American , Texas and POW-MIA flags.
Meanwhile, the cooking team were
grilling approximately 700 hot dogs
to feed everyone, including visitors
and support personnel. The grilling
team included Stan Archer, Tim
Schmidt, Ron Bircher, Marty Martel,
Ed Mendlik and myself. In addition,
the children at Stan Archer’s Church
(Redemption Anglican Church in
Frisco) donated candy, Girl Scout
cookies, white socks and other items
which were received with big smiles
and hugs. The children also made a
large poster, thanking the Vietnam
Veterans for their service.
Lunch was served outside on picnic
tables and the weather was great. It
was a good change of venue for the
Veterans living there and everyone
had a good time. It certainly was a
day that God made. We went around
and visited with the Veterans afterwards. As always, we all received
more than we gave.

Larry Marshall, Marty Martel, Fred Rogers, Ron Bircher, Ken Looney, Tim Smith, Caroly Hackler
(activity director) John Allen, Ed Mendlik and Stan Archer surround the cart full of food and essential
items that were collected and donated by the children of Redemption Anglican Church. The banner in
front was produced by the children as a salute to Veterans.

Some of the residents of the Bonham Veteran’s Home take positions in anticipation of the
start of the parade.

Fred Rogers, Larry Marshall and Ken Looney
Lead off the parade with our nations colors

An example of one of the many floats that participated in the parade
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This residents name is “Amaziah”. He was a
155MM artilleryman at Bastogne. The black
artillerymen rendered vital service in keeping
the pocket secure until Patton arrived.

Boy Scout Troop 22 Court
of Honor Awards

fiscal responsibility, demonstrating accountability, and fairly and
equitably allocating resources.

On February 8, 2017

David Grandfield
was recognized as
Troop 22 Scout Master and was recogDave Grandfield
nized at a special ceremony where he received his wood
badge award, beads, wood badge
kerchief, and leather woggle.

OUR FIRST “EAGLE”

Troop 22’s Conner Speaker, a 15-year old Sophomore
at Heritage High School, has
been involved in Scouting Conner Speaker
for over 6 years, first as a
Cub Scout, achieving its highest honor; The Arrow of Light. He has been a
Boy Scout for the past 3 years, where
he earned his religious knot/medal and
is also a member of the Order of the
Arrow and the National Honor Society
of Scouting. He recently achieved the
highest honor in scouting…”Eagle
Scout”. He also serves as VP of Venture Crew 178 of Frisco.

In Memoriam
RICHARD SANDOVAL:

Many of us knew Richard who was a
very active member of The Colony
Post 21. Richard was a proud participant with their Color/Honor Guard
units.

General Information:
The veterans' benefit counselors
of the Denton County Veterans
Service Office assist veterans of
the Armed Forces and their dependents file claims and obtain
their benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs after
service to our country.

Following services at First United
Methodist Church of The Colony on
February 1, 2017, Richard was intered
with full Military Honors at DFW Na- The staff of the Veterans Service
tional Cemetery.
can assist you with the following

Jim LaBelle had a serious stroke
in December and has been moved
to the Stonehaven Nursing Home,
1855 Cheyenne Dr., Carrollton.
Visits are greatly appreciated.

"Serving Denton County
Veterans with an attitude
of gratitude"

Commander Fred Rogers, on behalf of
Post 178, presents a donation check to
Alex Balboa ,in honor of the his deceased
mother and the “Marta Balboa Griffith
Memorial Scholarship Fund”

Description:
The Denton County Veterans
Service Office offers vital assistance to Denton County Veterans
and their dependents in filing VA
benefit claims.

subjects:
 Compensation or Pension
 Disability Retirement
 Death Indemnity Compensation
 Appeal to Board of Veterans Appeal
 Hospital and Outpatient
Benefits
 Educational Benefits
 Vocational Benefits
 Debt Waivers
 Obtaining Lost Military
Records
 Transportation to DVA
Medical Facilities
 Review of Military Discharge
 Claims for Insurance Payments
 Burial Allowance

Consult the following link for
Mission:
Denton County will be recog- more information.:
nized as a leader in local governhttp://dentoncounty.com/Departments/
ment through its excellent service
Veterans-Service.aspx
to citizens and quality workforce.
We will carry out our duties by
respecting citizens, maintaining
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signed up while we were there.
4th District Commander Toohey
and 1st Division Commander
Harvey noted that this was a first
in their experience.

Gun Barrel City briefing after they
served a great breakfast

ALR Chapter 178 Supports
4th District Spring Membership Tour
Frisco ALR Chapter riders Ken
Vaughn and George Sutton
joined with other 4th District riders to provide motorcycle escort
and participate in the Membership Tour encompassing the
southern half of the District from
Gun Barrel City/Mabank north
to McKinney.
Leaving before
dawn to head to Mabank and getting to the last stop in the evening
(The Colony), made for a long
but enjoyable and fruitful day
getting membership updates and
sharing success stories, challenges
and best practices for membership growth with the other Posts.
All together we made 6 Post stops
and met with members from 10
different Posts.
Post stops included Mabank/Gun Barrel City
(Post 310), Kaufman (Post 165
joined by Terrell and Forney
Posts 162 & 591), Royce City
(Post 100 joined by Rockwall Post
117), Plano (Post 321), McKinney
(Post 96), and The Colony (Post
21 joined by Little Elm Post 182).
During the Royce City stop, there
was a guest who attended that

The “Mighty 4th District” is definitely picking up the pace on
membership and with the Posts
pulling together, a “rising tide
can float all boats”.
Submitted by: George Sutton

Auxiliary
Peter J Courcy Unit 178

Our Unit has come so far since its
inception in 2015. As of March,
2017...HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING:

Membership Renewals for 2017
have met a 112% goal, so THANK
ALL for your renewals and continued efforts in obtaining new members! A NEW MEMBER Handbook is being finalized.
We have received monies to send 6
girls to Girls' State. Our goal was to
send 8 but our funding is $1,000
10

away, this year. A committee to
choose the candidates to Girls
State is being formed to interview
the girls from April 3-7.
DaNee' Jensen has been voted
"Poppy Chairperson". She will be
organizing future efforts to hand
out poppies and will be counting
on our help. Remember, donation
funds collected are 100% earmarked for Veteran's relief.
We've developed a colorful pamphlet to hand out at patriotic celebrations, along with the poppies,
explaining their significance.
We'll be making our own poppies
during an upcoming special meeting, April 2, for wearing during
these events. Our funds are growing and members have shared
some great ideas in order to put
them to use in helping Veteran's.
As always, meetings are the 3rd
Thursday of the month at the
Frisco Senior Center - 6:00 social
time with the joint meeting beginning at 6:30. After Legion opening ceremonies, the Auxiliary is
excused to go to their own meeting room.
Your time is valuable but you're
valuable to this UNIT and to the
causes that this UNIT supports.
Together, WE are making this
UNIT a success, not for us, but
for our CAUSE. So much is happening now that we're off the
ground and running...members
are making decisions at every
monthly meeting. WE NEED
YOUR ATTENDANCE, your
input, your involvement! Remember, service to UNIT 178 is a
continued service to our country
and our community. Blessings
and many thanks to all of you!
Submitted by: Linda Parsons
“When I lost my rifle, the Army charged me
$85. That’s why in the Navy, the captain goes
down with the ship “

"TEXAS LONE STAR RECRUITER
PIN" AWARD

This award is based upon the total

accumulative number of New
Members the Recruiter has signed
up into The American Legion from
the inception of this award through
their Legion career. The pin will be
awarded starting with the #1 for the
first new member and then increase
in increments of 5 (5, 10, 15, 20,
etc.) based on the accumulative
total of new members recruited.
Once a recruiter is awarded a pin
level, he/she will work for the next
higher pin level and once a pin level has been achieved a duplicate
pin level will not be awarded. EXAMPLE: Once you achieve a pin
level of 5; your next level of award
will be 10.
QUALIFICATION POLICY
There are two (2) ways to qualify:
1 – Recruit a new member who
meets all of The American Legion Membership qualifications
as outlined on the membership
application.
2 – Recruit an expired American
Legion member that has not belonged to The American Legion
in the past three (3) years.
3 – Transfers do not qualify for
the "Texas Lone Star Recruiter
Pin".
4 – If a recruiter's name is not
on the application when it is
turned in for processing; we will
be unable to give credit to anyone. So, please remember to
write your name on all new applications submitted.
If any questions arise; the determination of the Membership Committee will be final.

NATIONAL RECRUITMENT
AWARD
1 – Recruit your first new member and you will receive a certificate from National
2- Recruit three new members
and you will receive a National
Commander's Pin.
The new members will count toward your Texas Lone Star Rearch 15, the designated birthcruiter Pin.
day of The American Legion, is
Submitted by: Larry Marshall the day in 1919 when the first
American Legion caucus, held
by members of the American ExRecognizing our Hero's peditionary Force, convened in
By: Stuart Sax, Chairman, Law and Order Paris. Much as the birthday of
the United States is celebrated on
Committee
July 4 – for the day in 1776
I was recently appoint- when revolting patriots declared
ed to serve as Chair of the independence of the British
the Law and Order colonies and the spirit of AmeriCommittee. Immedi- ca was born – March 15 is the
ately I proceeded to date on which the Legion came
download the specifics to life.
Stuart Sax
of each of the awards that are cho- On March 13th, the Frisco City
sen each year by the American Le- Council issued a proclamation
gion Department of Texas.
honoring our Peter J Courcy Post
178 for their 3rd birthday. Yes,
These are EMT/Paramedic Award, it’s only been 3 years since the
Firefighter Award, and law En- birth of our Post and look at all
forcement Officer Award. Post 178 the good we have done in that
can nominate a candidate for one, short span. We’ve grown to over
two or all three of the above awards 350 members and contributed
enormous good to our communieach year.
ty, its veterans, youth and citiI contacted the Frisco Human Ser- zens at large. Following is a picvices office for assistance in reach- ture of Mayor Maso presenting
ing the proper individuals in each the proclamation to Post 178
of the three departments for a list of Commander Fred Rogers.
qualified candidates for our consideration. I will follow up by the end
of March to coordinate meetings in
each department to begin interviewing suggested candidates. It is my
hope that Post 178 can nominate
one individual from each department to receive consideration at the
department level.
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By David Grandfield, Scoutmaster,
Boy Scout Troop 22

There’s one little thing that needs
to happen before Scouting can
begin, and that’s JOINING. Every
Scout’s journey begins with this
small step. BSA is a membership
organization.

You must join to be a member. Because this is a youth organization,
the membership isn’t static. Our
members are growing every day,
and sooner or later, they grow up
and out of the program. It’s important to keep the “tap” of new
members running so our organization remains vibrant and thriving.
The act of joining isn’t hard, but
reaching out to potential new members … that can be more challenging.
Today’s world offers many opportunities and activities for youth.
Parents have much to choose from
when selecting which activity is the
best fit. In recent years, school access in some areas has become
more restricted, making it harder to
promote our program.
What does that mean at the unit level? It boils down to this: attracting
new members takes planning, organization, and a coordinated effort
– all of us working together to deliver our message and offer all the
eligible youth in our communities
the chance to be a Scout.
Troop 22 has worked hard at delivering this message through its performance and participation at various community and scouting
events. In fact, here is a list of the
activities that the troop has participated in over the last 6 months:
 30 unit elections for Scouting’s
National Honor Society known
as the Order of the Arrow
















29 days or nights of camping
24 Troop meetings
20 Crew meetings
17 days or nights of Crew specific camping
9 Order of the Arrow specific
functions other than unit elections
5 events focused directly on Cub
Scout involvement with Boy
Scouts
Several community events including:
Frisco Community Parade
Wreaths Across America
Scouting for Food
Multiple public flag ceremonies
including presenting the flags at
a Frisco Town Council Meeting
at City Hall.
3 events for Crew adventure
planning
3 awards banquets
2 Courts of Honor
1 EAGLE SCOUT Court of
Honor as our first Eagle Scout
earned his rank and an Eagle
Palm.

Cub Scout Pack 1290. This
puts the Troop 22 on “Pace” for
another record “Setter” of a
year.

Troop 22 participated in a ceremony
where several dozen scouts were
“called out” to join Scouting National
Honor Society. Four scouts from
Troop 22 were in the group of candidates

Scouts from Troop 22 presented our
nations colors and pledge of allegiance during a recent tpwn hall meeting

American Legion Post 178
Members of Troop 22 perform a CrossOver ceremony for Pack 1290 where 6
Webelos joined Troop 22

Troop 22 has earned the Pacesetter
2016 award by growing their unit by
at least 6 Boy Scouts, Varsity team
members, or Venturing crew members. The benchmark points are
membership count at December 31,
2015 vs. December 31, 2016. During this time period the Troop and
Crew gained 18 new scouts and
TRIPLED the minimum requirement. In fact as of February 26th the
troop has grown an additional 6 new
scouts as they “Crossed Over” from
12

Fundraiser
Cruise
Please plan to join us on October 8th as we depart Galveston
for a 7-night cruise to Cozumel, Georgetown & Falmouth
on the Liberty of the Seas.
100% of all monies raised on
this amazing cruise go to support Post 178 Children &
Youth programs. Full details
are available at 469-294-8900
or
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/
frisco.

