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Post 178 Seminar – ‘How to Pay for College’  

Frisco ISD and our Post 178 
joined together to co-sponsor a 
seminar for Frisco parents, 
grandparents, and students which 
was held Monday, October 3rd at 
the Frisco ISD Administration 
offices.  There were over 120 at-
tendees plus subject matter ex-
perts to help educate attendees on 
‘Paying for College Using Mili-
tary, State, and Federal Opportu-
nities’. 

Our subject matter experts in-
cluded: 

 Robin Vaughan of Congress-
man Burgess’ office; Robin 
handles congressional ap-
pointments to the service 
academies and answered 

questions about their 
process 

 
 Representatives from 

military universities The 
Citadel, VMI, and Texas 
A&M Corps of Cadets 

 
 Military recruiters repre-

senting the Air Force, 
Army, Navy, and Ma-
rine Corps to answer 
questions about opportu-
nities for scholarships, 
student loan repayment 
programs, active duty 
options, reserves, Na-
tional Guard, ROTC, 
and OCS.    

(Continued on page 2) 
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Post 178 members participating 
included Senior Chief Jay Vaught 
of US Navy OCS recruiting and 
LTC Valerie Jackson of the US 
Marine Corps recruiting  
 

Post 178 member Skip Middleton 
was the master of ceremony and 
introduced guest speakers which 
included: 

 Debbie Lindstrom, mother of 
one of our Boys Staters from 
last year who is attending 
West Point. 

 
 Dr. Ken Craycraft – retired 

Chief Academic Officer of the 
Texas State University System 
and former college dean 

 
 Dr. Kuni Beasley – US Army 

Major (Retired) and college 
preparatory expert on schol-
arships, ACT/SAT testing, etc. 

 

Post 178 officers will be discuss-
ing plans to make this an annual 
event with Frisco ISD and a post 
service project for the youth and 
families of Frisco to help them 
realize their goal to attend col-
lege.  Stay tuned for information 
on next year’s event. 

By: Mike Strand 

(Continued from page 1) Pledge of Allegiance, Scout's Oath, and 
Invocation. 
 
Scoutmaster Balboa and Scout Andrew 
Vancil conducted the presentation of 
patches and awards achieved by each 
Scout. A total of 47 awards were pre-
sented to the 22 Scouts. Each Scout was 
recognized for his specific accomplish-
ments. Nick Balboa received the highest 
award by receiving his patch of Life 
Scout. Most of the awards were 
achieved over a recent campout.  
 
Some of the awards achieved were the 
rank of First Class, Life Scout, Leader-
ship, Conservation and merit badges of 
Citizenship, First Aid, Wood Carving, 
Rifle and Shotgun shooting, and Emer-
gency Preparedness to name a few. 
Some of the Scouts received as many as 
five (5) badges. 
 
In attendance to offer their support and 

congratulations were several par-
ents, family members, and friends 
of the Scouts. 
In the near future, The American 
Legion, Peter J Courcy Post 178 
will be chartering Boy Scout Troop 
22. We are very pleased and excited 
about our association with Troop 
22. 
The closing ceremonies were com-
pleted by closing comments by the 
Scoutmaster, announcements by 
Troop Leaders, and retiring the Col-
ors. 
 
In addition to recognizing the 
Scouts accomplishments; we would 
like to recognize Alex Balboa, 
Scoutmaster, David Grandfield, 
Assistant Scoutmaster and Char-
tered Organization Representative, 
and Sommer Speaker, Crew Advi-
sor, for a job well done. 

 
Submitted by: Larry Marshall  

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
TROOP 22 , FRISCO, TEXAS 

7TH COURT OF HONOR CER-
EMONY 

 

On August 10, 2016, the Boy Scouts 
of America Troop 22 of Frisco, Texas 
held their 7th Court of Honor Ceremo-
ny. The ceremony was called to order 
by the presentation of the Colors, 

Boy Scouts of America, Troop 22, Frisco, Texas at the 7th Court of Honor Ceremony. 

Picture on left: 

Nick Balboa received the 
“Life Scout” award and 
Nick is joined by Scoutmas-
ter Balboa, right and Assis-
tant Scoutmaster David 
Grandfield.  
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In Memoriam 
It is my sad duty to report the 
passing from life of Post 178 
Charter Member, Ken Buckley, 
age 69, on 30 July, 2016.  Ken 
was a Paid up for Life Member 
who fought the good fight 
against cancer. Ken served in the 
U.S. Marine Corp from 6/66 – 
4/69.  He served in Vietnam in 
the 3rd Marine Division and later 
retired from the Dallas Fire De-
partment and was a past Mason. 

Post 178 color guard, represented 
by Fred Rogers, Larry Marshall 
and Tony Saniola, officiated at a 
Celebration of Life Service on 
August 26 at the Christ Episco-
pal Church in Oak Cliff.  I was 
privileged to be a part of this ser-
vice and spoke about Ken’s mili-
tary service and our many phone 
conversations during the last six 
months of his life.  After the cer-
emony, we all proceeded by mo-
torcade to the DFW National 
Cemetery.  The Dallas Fire De-
partment was well represented as 
were the Masons.  The Marine 
Corps Color Guard did an excel-
lent job at the interment. 

At our 15 Sept. meeting, our 
Color Guard draped the Charter 
in Ken’s memory. His wife Jan 
and their daughter Jill attended 
the Charter Ceremony, where Jan 
thanked the Legion for all their 
help, including cards and phone 
calls. 

John Allen, Chaplain, Post 178 

IRV KANTROWITZ  is now 
walking with a cane for short dis-
tances and riding in a wheelchair 
scooter for longer distances.  He is 
still in physical therapy trying to 
build up his strength and stamina.  
Irv is an Air Force Veteran.  (469-
362-2992). 

SAM FIELDS  has just gotten 
out of the hospital after spending 
seven days for Cellulitis caused by 
a bad foot infection. Sam is 83 and 
a Marine Veteran  (561-301-0924). 

MITCH MICHELL  is undergo-
ing cancer treatments for multiple 
Melanoma.  He and his wife drive 
to Little Rock, Ark. every three 
months for tests to see if his cur-
rent medications are working. The 
Little Rock Facility specializes in 
this type of cancer.  Mitch spent 20 
years in the Air Force and has high 
praise for Tricare for Life as it co-
vers all the expenses Medicare 
does not.  (469-424-1978). 

RON JOHNSON  is on dialysis 
three times a week and is home 
bound. He is a Korean War Veter-
an.   (469-298-0960) 

BOB SMITH   has been admit-
ted to Accel at Willow Bend due 
to difficulties following a recent 
surgery.  Bob is 91 and an Army 
Air Corps Veteran during WWII. 

JIM ONG   is in Sunrise of Plano 
Independent Living.  Jim has equi-
librium and memory difficulties.  
Jim is an Army Veteran and served 
in WWII.  Jim is 90 years old.  

Please keep these members in your 
prayers.  I have included their 
phone numbers if available in case 
you wish to reach out to them. 

John Allen, Chaplain, Post 178 

FREEDOM FEST & 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
On July 4th, Post 178 presented the 
Colors for the City of Frisco's 
Freedom Fest. 
 
Following the opening ceremonies, 
Post 178 opened their booth to 
greet citizens of Frisco and sur-
rounding cities with the objective 
of recruiting veterans to join The 
American Legion, Peter J. Courcy 
Post 178. Several members of Post 
178 and Auxiliary volunteered to 
participate in the recruitment booth 
including Fred and Glena Rogers, 
Delbert and Linda Parsons, Terry 
Meyering, Brett Ragsdale and Kor-
rie Thighe-Ragsdale, George Sut-
ton, Tony Veador, and Larry Mar-
shall. The recruiting booth was 
open from 1600 hours until 2100 
hours. We were successful in sign-
ing up 16 new members for 2016- 
2017. This event was one of the 
most successful recruiting events 
that our Post has ever had. 
 
Our signs of "Are You A Veteran", 
American Legion Banner, George 
Sutton's motorcycle, and credit 
card processors enabled us in 
achieving a record number of new 
members.  I know everyone will be 
pleased to meet our new members 
and we want to thank them for 
joining Post 178. Our Membership 
Committee has been successful in 
recruiting new members and also 
transferring members into our Post 
who have relocated to our area. We 
currently have 19 new members 
and 24 new transferred members. 
Post 178 had a goal of 224 mem-
bers and currently we have a total 
of 270 members. We presently 
have 164 paid up members for the 
2016-2017 year. Our membership 
starts July 1st each year and ends 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Larry Marshall holds sign beckoning 
prospective new members to join  

Post 178 Color Guard members Kevin Rob-
inson, Larry Marshall, Norm Burgess and 

Delbert Parsons present the colors to open 
the 2016 Frisco Freedom Fest activities 

on June 30th each year. To renew 
your membership, go to our web-
site, friscolegion.org, and click 
on the thermometer. 
 
We ask every member to recruit 
one (1) new member each year. 
By accomplishing this; we will 
far exceed our membership goal 
for 2016-2017. Ask your friends 
and neighbors that have served to 
join our Post and assist in aiding 
veterans, their families, and youth 
events. 
 
I would like to thank everyone 
that assisted on Freedom Fest, 
recruited new members to our 
Post, and renewed their member-
ship for your support. 

Submitted by: 
Larry Marshall 

(Continued from page 3) 

Flag Folding Ceremony 
A Flag Folding Ceremony was 
conducted during the Celebration 
of Life for Air Force Veteran, 
Fred Yarbrough on 23 July, 
2016 by Legion Members, Terry 
Meyering, and Boots Bagby.  
The Ceremony was held at the 
Stonebriar Funeral Home on 
Preston Road.  Fred was a close 
friend of Legion Members, Mike 
Strand and Boots Bagby and a 
longtime Eastern Airlines Pilot.  

AWARDS RECEIVED: 
 National Meritorious Service Award -

100% of membership goal 
 

 Post Cash Award - for attaining 110% of 
goal prior to 12/31/2015 

 

 State 100% of Goal &Honor Ribbon - 
for attaining 100% of goal 

 

 State Recruiting Award - new members 
in excess of 10% of goal 

 

 State Post Retention Award - renewing 
more than 90% of membership 

 

 State All-Time High Award - this award 
has been earned each year since char-
tered. Only 20 of 472 Posts (4%) in the 
State earned this prestigious award this 
year 

 

 TXALPA -1st Place Best Post Newslet-
ter 

The 4th Quarter of 
each year is always 
a busy and produc-
tive time for all of 
our Legion Fami-
ly…Post 178 and 
Auxiliary Unit 178.   

Membership is a high priority right 
now and our Membership Committee 
is working hard to reach our member-
ship target.  Post 178 has a history 
and reputation of being one of the 
leaders in the State with membership 
growth and that is very important to 
us so we can continue to serve Veter-
ans, their families and the communi-
ties in which we live.  It is thru your 
membership dues that we are able to 
complete our mission.  Thank you for 
renewing your membership - it is ap-
preciated! 

Another constant priority for us is 
Legion programs.  Executive Mem-
bers Mike Strand, Skip Middleton 
and Boots Bagby just completed an 
outstandingly successful campaign in 
cooperation with the Frisco Inde-
pendent School District to help edu-
cate our local high school students on 
the financial opportunities available 
to them thru our military academies 
and other sources.  This initiative is, 
as far as we know, a first of its kind. 

Our State Commander has chosen 
“Proud To Be A Member” for his 
slogan this year.  Personally, I am 
proud to be a member because The 
American Legion has well represent-
ed veterans from the early days fol-
lowing WWI thru the fight for the GI 
Bill and every important issues since.  
I hope you are proud to be a member, 
for it is with this attitude that we will 
achieve our goals. 

Thank you for your commitment to 
Peter J Courcy Post 178, your honor-
able service to America and for con-
tinuing to serve! 

COMMANDERS MESSAGE 

 

Fred Rogers 

Post 178 once again walked off with the 
most awards at the recent Department of 
Texas state convention.  Below is a dis-
play of all the certificates, ribbons and 
awards. 
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Buford 
“Boots” 
Bagby 

That quiet, unas-
suming guy sitting 
in the back of the 
room at our Ameri-
can Legion meet-

ings, has some interesting stories to tell.  
Born in Kansas City and growing up as a 
single child in Grand Junction, Colorado, 
Boots started out being called “Buttons” by 
his parents, until they realized he was a little 
more rugged than that.  He had an Uncle 
“Boots”, (who was called that because he 
wore heavy boots while walking around the 
train yard), and young Boots followed him 
around.  So...at about 8 or 9 years old, his 
parents started calling him “Boots”, and it 
stayed with him.  

Boots’ Father, an Army Officer, was a 
Ranger Company Commander that scaled 
the cliffs at Point du Hoc, Normandy, in 
June 1944 and later participated in the liber-
ation of the NAZI concentration camp at 
Dachau.  At the age of 8 months, Boot's 
family moved to Europe where his father 
was deployed as a Foreign Service Officer 
for the State Department. They lived there 
(England, Italy and Germany) until he was 
9 years old, when they moved back to the 
U.S. and settled in Grand Junction, Colora-
do. 

Growing up in Colorado, Boots was a gifted 
athlete, playing Football, Baseball and Bas-
ketball.  He was an All-State Football play-
er 2 years, and All-State Baseball player for 
3 years running, which earned him a full-
ride scholarship to University of Oklahoma.  
Boots was also in ROTC at OU, earning the 
“Distinguished Military Graduate” award 
and accepting his commission as a 2nd Lt. 
upon graduation. 

Boots chose Regular Army for his commis-
sion because it gave him more options. One 
option he chose was to “jump out of per-
fectly good airplanes”. He reported to Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, where he completed 
Jump School and Ranger School and then 
was assigned to Ft. Carson, CO as a platoon 
leader for a mechanized infantry unit.  His 
next assignment was to 75th Ranger Compa-
ny where he was trained to fight in Europe 
(against the Russians), but was instead sent 
to Vietnam and assigned to the 3rd Marine 
Division.  When he was promoted to Cap-

tain, he was given command of Alpha 
Company, 75th Rangers.  His unit was 
responsible for rescuing downed pilots. 

On one of these missions, in a firefight 
along the Ho Chi Minh trail, a soldier 
named Robert Kalsu who Boots played 
football with at OU, was killed.  It was 
later learned that he was the first and 
only NFL player killed in Vietnam! 

Boots was subsequently assigned to Del-
ta Force with a mission to extract POW’s 
from the Hanoi Hilton. It is through this 
venture that he later became acquainted 
with Congressman Sam Johnson, who 
had been held captive there.  During the 
operation Boots was wounded and spent 
time in Japan recovering before being 
sent to Denver Army Hospital to finish 
his convalescence near his parents in 
Grand Junction. 

Once released from the Hospital, Boots 
was assigned to Ft. Ord for 4 years where 
he served as Senior Aide to Battalion 
Commander Major General Hal Moore 
(Of We were Soldiers fame). In 1975, 
Boots attended Army Acquisition Pro-
curement Process School at the Universi-
ty of Virginia, and upon completion was 
sent to Turkey as head of procurement 
for NATO on the International Joint 
Staff, serving in this role until 1978.  

It was here that Boots developed a life 
long interest in archeology and ancient 
history. While there, Boots and a friend 
traveled throughout the region visiting 
archeological sites.  His travels took him 
through Turkey, Syria, Beirut, Jordan 
and Isreal and allowed him to meet many 
interesting people.  Among those that he 
partied with were the Poet Laureate of 
Turkey’s daughter, a woman whose hus-
band was the creator of democracy in 
Turkey and another whose husband had 
been on Winston Churchill’s staff.  

Subsequently, Boots returned to the Unit-
ed States to Orlando, Florida, where he 
was promoted to the rank of Major, then 
took command of DECASPRO, attached 
to defense contractor Martin Marietta, 
with 150 civilians under his command. It 
was here that Boots met his wife of 32 
years, Julie, a widow with one son.  
Boots adopted his wife’s son, and has a 
daughter with her as well as 4 grandchil-
dren. 

Boots later attended Command General 
Staff College and was assigned to the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C. where he 
managed sizable lines in the Army 
Budget, and defended them in hearings 
on Capitol Hill when necessary.  Boots 
was promoted to Lt. Col, and served 
there until his retirement in 1982. 

In civilian life, Boots joined MCI in their 
procurement/acquisition department and 
in 1990 was promoted to Vice President 
of Network Procurement with responsi-
bility of building part of MCI’s network.  
Boots remained working with MCI after 
they were bought by WorldCom and 
then moved on to BroadWing as Senior 
Vice President. Boots stayed on for a 
while when BroadWing was bought by 
Level 3 and in 2010 joined Ericcson in 
Plano, where he worked until retirement 
in 2015. 

Boots’ family all live within 15 minutes 
of each other and both his daughter and 
daughter-in-law are teachers in Frisco.  
He used to play golf regularly, and was 
taught by his friend Hale Irwin, the 
USGA pro, who gently suggested he 
give the game up!  He now devotes his 
time to travel, taking “day trips” 
throughout the region...and visiting ar-
cheological sites when possible. 

As you can see, Boots has a lot of 
stories to tell, and this just gives you 
a hint.  Come join us at a meeting 
and sit next to that quiet guy in the 
back. You might be surprised by 
what he is willing to share with you. 

By: Terry Meyering and Rob Spallone 

A “giving” person by nature, Boot’s relish-
es his role as Santa Claus to family and 
friends 
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By Ken Looney 

I had a very emotional experience 
this week as I got to spend a couple 
of hours with Heroes. Specifically, 
American Fallen Heroes.  Mr. Lon 
Ricker, Chief Development Officer 
for The American Fallen Soldiers 
Project and National Gallery in 
Addison invited me to spend the 
afternoon at the Gallery, where Pe-
ter Courcy’s portrait hangs bigger 
than life!.  

The National Gallery is filled with 
portraits of our fallen soldiers who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.  It is a 
gallery of Heroes!  Each portrait is a 
masterpiece completed by the hands 
and heart of Mr. Phil Taylor.  Lon 
provided me a brochure about Mr. 
Taylor.  Highlights of the brochure 

are: 

“Phil Taylor's artistic ability 
was recognized at an early 
age...His heart and talent were 
put to test when a childhood 
friend, Captain Blake Russell, 
was killed in Iraq in 2006.  In 
his effort to help the family in 
their overwhelming grief, he 
painted a portrait of Blake as a 
gift.  When his father received 
the painting, he called Phil in 
tears and said "I truly feel that 
my son's presence has returned 
home".  Mr. Russel's reaction 
was confirmation that the 
paintings were a way to bring 
comfort and peace to a griev-
ing family.  From that moment, 
Phil and his wife, Lisa, knew 
their lives had changed and 
they began The American Fall-
en Soldiers Project. 

With a deep conviction to bring 
comfort and hope to the 
mourning families of our fallen 
military men and women, The 
American Fallen Soldiers Pro-
ject's mission is to honor and 
forever remember those who 
have sacrificed their lives pro-
tecting our freedom while serv-
ing in our Armed Forces. 
The...organization provides, at 
no cost to the families, an ex-
quisitely framed original por-
trait of the fallen loved one that 
captures their appearance and 
personality.  Upon completion, 
it is personally presented dur-
ing a special memorial event 
designed to honor the fallen, 
honor the family, and help re-
mind the community of the sac-
rifices made for our freedom. 

The efforts to memorialize 
America's fallen through Mr. 
Taylor's portraits has been rec-
ognized by President George 
W. Bush, Texas Governor Rick 
Perry, and U.S. Congressman 
Sam Johnson.  Phil has also 
been recognized recently as the 

recipient of the 2011 AMVETS 
Silver Helmet Award in Ameri-
canism.” 

Following is a link to the painting 
of Peter Courcy 

https://
americanfallensoldiers.com/
army-cpl-peter-j-courcy/ 

 AND to learn more about this 
amazing project click on the fol-
lowing link : 

 https://
americanfallensoldiers.com 

A tour to the museum and watching 
their video should be a must for every 
veteran.  The Project and Museum 
are things to behold! 

Cpl Peter J Courcy 
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Find A Way To Serve-
Research shows that people who vol-

unteer live longer, recover from illness 
faster and report being happier. 

"When you serve others, it gives you 
a depth of happiness that cannot be 

experienced from any other ac vity." 

On 12 July, Del-
bert Parsons , Ter-
ry Meyering, Lar-
ry Marshall, Stan 
Archer, & I went 
to the Texas State 
Veterans Home in 
Bonham , Texas to 
conduct a Veterans 
Appreciation Day.  

The Bonham management team re-
quested that we come  and present 
the ceremony with their new man-
agement group personnel from Ala-
bama in attendance.  
 
Delbert & Terry Posted The Colors, 
& did a Flag Folding Ceremony.  
Larry played the music when needed 
to include the National Anthem, the 
Service Songs & Taps and Stan gave 
the prayer.  I conducted the overall 
ceremony. The Bonham management 
team were very appreciative of our 
participation & support, as usual. 
 
After the ceremony we went around 
& visited with as many of the veter-
ans as we could. 

By: John Allen 

Chaplains report 

Color Guard members Delbert Parsons 
and Terry Meyering perform the flag-
folding ceremony as Chaplain John Allen 
presides over the event 

Pictured above are 
some of the Vets that 
we had a chance to 
have extended visits 
with. 

At left are the celebra-
tion cakes waiting to 
be served. Each 
branch of service had 
their own individually 
decorated cake. 
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ALR Chapter 178 is already off to a busy 
autumn schedule. Our Chapter participat-
ed in the Vietnam Travelling Wall Me-
morial Escort and Watch that began Sep-
tember 8th.  This is a yearly event led by 
Plano Post 321 and their ALR Chapter. 

On October 9th, we will be “Riding for 
the Cure” that supports the Pediatric Bri-
an Tumor Foundation leaving from Tex-
as Motor Speedway. 

On October 30th, we will once again be 
participating in the annual Teddy Bear 
Ride benefitting Collin County Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center.  Working joint-
ly with the ALA, we are collecting Ted-
dy Bears at our October General Mem-
bership Meeting.  Please bring a new 
Teddy Bear to the October meeting if 
you would like to donate and be a bless-
ing to a neglected and/or abused child. 
Ride leaves from the IKEA parking lot 
the morning of 10/30; come out and see 
us off! 

On November 12th we will be with the 
Post at the Frisco Community Parade. 

December 3rd is the “Toys for Tots” ride 
sponsored by the Marine Corps Reserve 
Foundation. The ALR/ALA will be col-
lecting new unwrapped toys at the No-
vember General Membership Meeting, if 
you would like to contribute. 

On December 17th, we plan to escort the 
caravan to DFW Memorial Cemetery for 
the Wreaths Across America activities. 

When you are recruiting or talking to com-
munity members, please mention the ALR 

as we are always seeking new member rid-
ers.   

 

 ALR Preparing to Escort Wall across Plano to 
Grace Church 

 
Erected Wall and Boot Display at Grace Out-

reach Church in Plano 

 

By: George Sutton, Riders Director  
 

 

Motorcycle Run on Saturday, 
12/3. 

Both of these Motorcycle Run 
events collect tens of thousands of 
dollars and thousands of toys for 
the needy youth in our area.  Aux-
iliary President Phyllis Sutton re-
marked, “When abused or severe-
ly neglected young children are 
brought to the CCCAC for intake, 
they are taken to the “Teddy Bear 
Room” at the Center and allowed 
to pick a teddy bear for them-
selves.  These children often cling 
to these bears as a symbol of com-
fort and security.  The dollars col-
lected go to support the material 
and legal needs of these children 
and we are privileged to be able to 
help”.   

The Marine Corps Reserve Foun-
dation believes that every child 
deserves a Christmas and con-
ducts an annual drive for toys to 
provide to needy children.  
George Sutton, Riders Director 
stated, “ We are honored to work 
with the Marine Corps Reserve to 
bring Christmas toys to children 
who may not receive any other-
wise and funds for them as well.  
This is a great way to combine 
riding with giving to the needy on 
behalf of our Post and Chapter”. 

Last year’s donations by the Post, 
and Unit were very generous; 
thank you all. Donations are tax 
deductible. 

AL Post 178 and ALA Unit 178 
Team Up Again to Collect Teddy 

Bears and Toys 

Our ALR Chapter and ALA Unit are 
teaming up again to collect Teddy 
Bears and Toys for abused, neglected 
and underprivileged children.  There 
will be a table set up for the Post to 
bring new, unwrapped teddy bears and 
toys as donations during the next two 
Post General Meetings.  Teddy bears 
will be delivered to Collin County Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center during the 
Teddy Bear Run on Sunday, 10/30.  
Toys will be delivered to the Marine 
Corps Reserve during the Toys for Tots 
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On September 6th, Mayor Maso 
and the Frisco City Council recog-
nized the 19 young men who rep-
resented Frisco Post 178 and the 
City of Frisco at the 2016 Texas 
Boys State week.  The program 
was held at the University of Tex-
as, Austin June 12 – 17 and over 
1,000 11th grade boys from across 
the state of Texas attended. 

In addition to our 19 Boys Stators, 
three members of Post 178 served 
as staff volunteers:  Norm Bur-
gess, Larry Marshall, and Fred 

Rogers.   

Also, two boys from our 2015 
Boys State class attended the pro-
gram as junior counselors.  At the 
City Council meeting, Mayor 
Maso read the City Proclamation 
that praised the boys for their ex-
traordinary efforts, leadership, 
and representation of the City of 
Frisco. 

Each boy was introduced by 
Mayor Maso and presented a 
Proclamation while parents took 
photos of the event.  Several  

members of Post 178 were in 
attendance as was special 
guest Robert Folzenlogen, 
Vice President of Hillwood 
Properties, the developer of 
the new Frisco Station com-
plex.  Hillwood Properties 
was recognized for their sig-
nificant donation to Post 178 
to support both our Boys 
State program and our Auxil-
iary’s Girls State programs. 

By: Mike Strand 

FRISCO CITY COUNCIL HONORS BOY’S STATORS’ 

Left: Post 178 Color Guard members 
Tony Sanniola, Terry Meyering and 
Larry Marshall present the colors at 
the grand opening of the new Carter 
Blood Center in Frisco.  The two 
young ladies in the center of photo 
sang the most rousing rendition of the 
National Anthem that we had ever 
heard! 
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Unit 178 has begun including train-
ing sessions in each monthly meeting. 
The training sessions are intended to 
teach all members about the ALA 
while providing coordinated infor-
mation intended to inspire group dis-
cussion and Q&A sessions. To date, 
two training presentations utilizing 
information derived from the ALA 
website www.ALAforVeterans.org 
have been conducted by 1st Vice 
President, Korrie Tighe- Ragsdale.  
The first presentation was “Getting to 
Know the ALA” and depicted the his-
tory of the ALA, eligibility require-
ments, Mission & Vision statements 
and ‘What We Do’. 

The second presentation was 
“Programs of the ALA” and covered 
information on Girls State and Girls 
Nation. The Unit’s intention for Girls 
State is to establish qualifying re-
quirements for eligibility into the pro-
gram for participants this coming 
year. We will strive to meet with 
schools within the next two months. 

The September meeting session will 
cover “The Poppy Program” and is 
intended to help better understand 
what it is, why we participate and 
how to help. Upcoming sessions will 
include presentations of other pro-
grams, including the Scholarship Pro-
grams. 

Glena Rogers created a journal re-
questing members list previous 
month's total hours for ALL times 
they had spent on activities for the 
ALA. It was stated to members that 
everyone keep monthly logs from 
April 1 to March 31, annually, as the 
totals get reported to State and Na-
tional which help with legislative 
power within the government 

The Unit needs to increase its’ mem-
bership efforts. Presently, there are 
25 members of which 5 are junior 

members (18 and under). It would 
be helpful to the Unit if the Post 
would remind members, at each 
monthly meeting, of the oppor-
tunity for their spouse, daughter/s 
and/or granddaughters to be mem-
bers of the ALA. Their active sup-
port is always welcome and help-
ful to the purpose of the Unit, but 
just being a paid member provides 
the monetary support to the Unit 
that, in turn, allows us to send 
more participants to Girls State. 
Submitted by: Korrie Tighe-Ragsdale, 1st Vice 

President ALA Unit 178 

We were fortu-
nate to have three 
(3) exceptional 
guest speakers in 
the third quarter of 
2016. These indi-
viduals have con-

tributed to our community in sever-
al different ways. They are patriot 
individuals that support The Ameri-
can Legion and our goals. July 21, 
2016, Vaughn Lohec (member of 
the Frisco Garden Club and author) 
told an emotional and compelling 
story of her sister who died on 
American flight 93 on September 
11, 2011. Vaughn shared her love 
and dedication to her sister and the 
impact that her sister's death has 
had on her life. Her sister was a 
flight attendant and author. Vaugh-
n's sister had began writing another 
book; but, it was only half complet-
ed. Vaughn along with some assis-
tance decided to complete the book 
that her sister had started. They 
completed the book, had it pub-
lished, and she did several book 
signings. She continues to tell her 
story of her sister and she is very 
active in the Frisco Garden Club. 
She has been on radio talk shows 
telling the story of her sister. 
Vaughn and her husband reside in 
Frisco. 

August 18, 2016, Coach Chuck 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

Brown (Coach of The Colony 
wrestling team) provided us in-
sight into our Namesake, Peter J 
Courcy, while being his wrestling 
coach at Frisco High School. 

 Coach Brown gave us infor-
mation on Peter as a competitor, 
leader, and the light and serious 
side of this man. Peter was a very 
determined competitor and pro-
vided leadership to his team and 
teammates. Coach Brown shared 
with us stories of the funny side 
of Peter, the practical joker and 
fun loving teenager. Coach 
brought Peter's high school wres-
tling shoes that were given to him 
by Peter's Mother, Mary Bush. 
For those of us that did not per-
sonally know Peter; Coach en-
lightened our knowledge of Peter, 
the individual. Prior to Coach's 
presentation, we only knew Peter 
as our Namesake and American 
Hero. Coach Chuck Brown re-
sides in Lewisville, Texas and he 
served in the United States Air 
Force. September 15, 2016, Scott 
Farber (Film producer and editor) 
gave us his insight on the im-
portance of videotaping veterans 
and their stories of wartime con-
flicts. These videos provides us 
with a history of the experiences 
these individuals had to face. 
Many of the stories are related to 
battle action and some of the sto-
ries are very funny. Scott recently 
videotaped one of our World War 
II Post members who served in 
France, Belgium, and Germany 
during WWII. You can visit Post 
178 website to view the taping of 
Jim Ong, Post Member. Scott has 
a website that is available to eve-
ryone of his interviews with vet-
erans, sports figures, and celebri-
ties 
(lestweforget@sfmediainc.com). 

We are very thankful to these 
three patriotic individuals that 
shared their stories and time with 
us at our Post Membership meet-
ings. 

Submitted by: 
Larry Marshall – 1st Vice Commander 

Larry Marshall 


