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A D-Day Story Around Every Corner 
June 2014, 70th Anniversary of D-Day Invasion 

 
 
In June 2014, my wife and I had the opportunity to spend 4.5 days in the Normandy region of 
France, in part to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the D-Day invasion. Normandy is a very 
special place for those of us who love history and believe in honoring military service.  Overall, 
the Normandy landing beaches, small towns and other sites exceeded expectations. It was a 
mixture of excitement, respect and admiration—excitement to actually be in the places we have 
read about; respect for the people who had lost their lives there; and admiration for the 
determination and unwavering commitment demonstrated by the Allied Forces in the face of 
many daunting problems and challenges surrounding the invasion. There are literally thousands 
of D-Day stories that may never be told, but you cannot help but be in awe of those you do hear. 
 
The Allied invasion included 5 landing sites across 21 miles of the Normandy coast, which 
spanned over 50 miles in length. With that understanding, you begin to comprehend just how 
much planning, coordination and hard work went into the preparation and execution of the D- Day 
landings when you visit the sites personally. This entire stretch of Normandy coast is riddled with 
historical sites.  It would easily take more than a week to attempt to see them all. 

 

One of comments I read prior to our trip regarding the invasion really came to life upon arriving in 
Normandy. “There was a special brand of individualism which marked the D-Day landings. If the 
operation succeeded, it was due not just to the high quality of planning and preparation. What 
saved the day were the individual acts of leadership displayed on the beaches. We will never 
know what motivated these leaders, but they got moving when things got bogged down. What 
finally counted was this exceptional victory of minds over matter.”   
 

     

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of 
our country can never be repaid.  They have earned our 
undying gratitude.  America will never forget their sacrifices.” 
 
Harry S. Truman 
President of the United States 
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Just a Little History to Start 

The Battle of Normandy would ultimately involve more than 3 million people over the period of 
fighting.  In the beginning, the Allied invasion force stood off the Normandy coast as dawn broke 
on 6 June 1944: 9 battleships, 23 cruisers, 104 destroyers and 71 large landing craft of various 
descriptions, as well as troop transports, mine sweepers, and merchantmen.  In all, over 5,000 
ships of every type participated in the invasion, making it the largest armada ever assembled. 
 
In addition to the beach assaults, under the cover of darkness more than 20,000 British and 
American airborne troops began dropping behind enemy lines during the early morning hours 
prior to the beachhead landings. Tragically, more than 75% of the airborne troops missed their 
intended drop zone due in large part to heavy cloud cover and poor navigation available at the 
time.  This obviously resulted in more than a little disorganization initially and contributed greatly 
to an estimated 50% fatality for the American paratroopers on the first day of the D-Day invasion. 
 
The weather (which caused so many of the troops to miss their drop zone) was so foul that the 
Germans believed an invasion impossible until conditions improved. Indeed, many commanders 
at the German 7th Army had left for Brittany to participate in an exercise designed, ironically, to 
simulate an Allied invasion force landing in Normandy.  Field Marshall Erwin Rommel (who was in 
charge of defending Normandy from invasion) was actually in Germany celebrating his wife's 50th 
birthday at the time of the invasion. 
 
Ultimately the weather cleared enough for the bombers to begin to strike up and down the coast.  
By the end of the first day of the invasion, more than 11,000 sorties were flown against enemy 
batteries, headquarters, railroad junctions and troop concentrations.  
 
The construction of Hitler’s "Atlantic Wall" began in spring 1942 with 1.3 million men involved in 
the construction of minefields, concrete walls, concrete bunkers, barbed wire fences and fortified 
artillery emplacements. In 1943, Hitler appointed Field Marshal Rommel to command Army Group 
B and, with it, responsibility for the defense of Normandy.  Upon initial inspection of the beach 
defenses, Rommel found them altogether inadequate and immediately set to building 
improvements, laying minefields and obstacles on the beaches/beach approaches from the 
English Channel. 
 
Ultimately the Atlantic Wall included over 200 reinforced beach defense bunkers, 20 coastal long-
range batteries to protect the Normandy coast. In addition, the Allies faced over 500,000 beach 
obstacles, 6.5 million mines and 13,000 fortified coastal strong points, many of which were 
reinforced with 6-foot thick concrete walls. In total, an estimated 1.8 million enemy troops were 
stationed in Western Europe, along with an estimated 1,300 tanks and 3,300 artillery pieces. 
 

Traveler Tip – If you find yourself in France, a visit to the Normandy beaches is a pilgrimage all 
Americans should make every effort to schedule. You truly come away with a greater 
appreciation of “the greatest generation” and the price they paid for the freedoms we enjoy today.   
 
Traveler Tip – Normandy is approximately 3 hours drive from Charles du Galle airport.  If you 
are renting a car, I highly recommend paying the extra fee for a navigation system. I can’t tell 
you how much we used it to keep from getting lost or making the wrong exit from the many 
roundabouts.  
 
Traveler Tip – Make sure you have a “chip and pin” credit card, since that is the only card 
many locations accept and very handy for the many toll roads between Paris and Normandy. 
 
Traveler Tip – Avoid the ire of other drivers by following proper lane usage on a 3 lane 
highway. The right lane is for traffic entering and exiting the highway, plus slower cars. The 
middle lane is for through traffic. The left lane is to only pass someone in the middle lane. 
These are the guidelines regardless of what the speed limit is or how fast someone is driving. 
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Let the Touring Begin 

We selected as our home base the Château La Chenevière Hotel just 10 minutes outside of 
Bayeux. On our first day we began our touring at the Longues-sur-Mer Atlantic Wall Naval Gun 
Battery and Mulberry Harbor at Arromanches-les-Bains/Gold Beach, finishing the day with the 
first of three trips to the Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial.  
 

 

Château La Chenevière Hotel 
 

Longues-sur-Mer Atlantic Wall Naval Gun Battery 

Built on a picturesque cliff, Longues-sur-Mer is quite impressive. This battery is one of more than 
20 defensive Atlantic Wall coastal batteries lining the western coast of France and the only 
coastal battery with some of its original guns still intact. The site was completed in April 1944 and 
consisted of four 152-mm navy guns, each protected by a large concrete casement, a command 
post, shelters for personnel and ammunition, and several defensive machine-gun emplacements. 
Situated between the Omaha and Gold beaches, shelling from this battery could hit targets 
located at Omaha Beach (12 miles away) and Gold Beach (6 miles away). 
 

  
 
When visiting today you’ll find that some of the concrete gun casements still house the guns used 
by the Germans on D-Day.  Evidence of the air and naval bombardments that occurred early on 
the morning of June 6, 1944, is everywhere.   Shortly after the Allies had successfully captured 
this battery site, they created a temporary airfield behind the gun casement locations. Although 
no remains of the airfield are visible today, the surrounding fields, stunning sea views and 
remaining gun casements of this historic piece of the Atlantic Wall make Longues-sur-Mer a great 
location to visit. 
 

http://www.utahbeachnormandy.com/longues-sur-mer.htm
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One of the Longues-sur-Mer casements…still largely intact.  
 
 

 

 

  
You can see how the terrain was well-suited for a temporary airfield. 

 
On the night prior to the D-Day landings, this battery was subjected to a British Royal Air Force 
barrage of approximately 1,500 tons of bombs. The aerial bombings were supported by shelling 
from ships offshore.  Although the bombing did not inflict much damage to the guns/batteries, the 
shelling successfully destroyed the phone line linking the observation/fire control bunker and the 
gun batteries, which severely disrupted the ability of the gun batteries to accurately engage the 
Allied ships.  After firing an estimated 170 shells on June 6, the crew of the battery (184 men, half 
of them over 40 years old) surrendered to the British Army on June 7, 1944. 
 

 
 

Looking for a bit more? You might want to check out interesting visual perspective …  
Longues sur Mer drone view (12:35 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgfJ6D2rP-Q 
Interesting visual tour of the main four bunkers from a drone, intermixed with a few 
ground level pictures. You see people walking down path towards the water to the fire 
control bunker location, but the drone does not go down there ... Remnants of the 
Mulberries can been seen in the distance at Gold beach. They also look like ships.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgfJ6D2rP-Q
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As seen in the movie The Longest Day, the 
Longues-sur-Mer battery was the site used 
for the movie scene where a German officer 
is looking out at the approaching invasion 
fleet.  The film’s director made minor 
adjustments to the forward observation post 
to ensure the best shot for the scene.  
Those adjustments are still in place today. 
 

 

Forward observation post and fire control bunker used 
in The Longest Day. 

 

      
  

 
 
View from the fire control bunker to the sea. 

 
 

 

Damage to battery from D-Day shelling, left as it was found. 
 

 
Traveler Tip – While there is a small visitor center that includes restroom facilities, you 
should not expect to find much in the way of food and beverage. 
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Arromanches-les-Bains  Mulberry Harbor  Gold Beach 

It was one thing to plan and execute the landing of soldiers on the Normandy beaches, but an 
equally important component of a successful invasion included offloading all of the necessary 
equipment and supplies required for the invading troops to continue their efforts in the liberation 
of France.  At the same time that soldiers were landing on the D-Day beaches, Allied Forces were 
transporting massive pieces of equipment across the channel from England to create a harbor.  
This man-made, temporary harbor (which would become known as Mulberry Harbor) would allow 
the Allies to come ashore with artillery, tanks, additional manpower, ammunition and other 
necessary supplies.  The engineers tasked with design of the Mulberry Harbor faced many 
unique engineering hurdles.  Winston Churchill’s response to these challenges was summed up 
in these written instructions:  “They must float up and down with the tides; the anchoring problem 
must be mastered. Let me have the best solution to be worked out. Don't argue the matter. The 
difficulties will argue for themselves." 
 
Although Gold Beach spanned nearly 10 miles, the areas where troop and supply landings were 
to occur covered roughly 5 miles.  The British troop Gold Beach was flanked mainly by the three 
sea villages of La Rivière, Le Hamel, and the small port of Arromanches to the west. 
 
It was just off the beach of Arromanches that the Allies built the artificial floating Mulberry Harbor 
B immediately after the D-Day landings.  This extraordinary maritime engineering achievement 
allowed the daily unloading of 9,000 tons of heavy equipment and material without waiting for the 
conquest of deep water ports further west along the French coastline.  Two artificial harbors were 
built:  Mulberry Harbor B at Arromanches and Mulberry Harbor A at Omaha Beach.  The Omaha 
harbor was totally was destroyed during a storm on June 19, 1944, while the Mulberry Harbor B 
at Arromanches was only damaged and put out of service for several days.  
 

Looking north from Arromanches (below) 
 and the view to the south (right). 

  
 
The British built 230 huge (65’ x 49’) floating concrete caissons which, after being towed by 150 
tugs traveling at only 3mph across an estimated 100 miles of the England channel, had to be 
assembled to form walls and piers. These pontoons were linked to the land by 11 miles of floating 
roadways.  A number of the huge concrete blocks can be found resting on the sand near 
Arromanches, and more can be seen further out at sea.  They stand as mute testimony to a 
victory of engineering ingenuity and creativity in the face of never before faced challenges.  
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Standing the test of time…the remains 

of Mulberry Harbor at Arromanches. 

 

 

 

 
Traveler Tip – Visiting this location during low tide will increase ability to see the caissons in 
the water and likely make the site more interesting. Click here for tide tables 

 
 
Arromanches 360 

After a 15-minute walk up a steep hill, this video simultaneously projects across 9 large indoor 
screens creating 360 degree high definition viewing. The 19-minute film Normandy’s 100 Days, 
tells the impactful story of the campaign from archived newsreel footage, photos and audio 
recordings from that time. It pays tribute to the soldiers of all nations participating in the invasion, 
as well as the estimated 20,000 civilians killed during the Normandy campaign. You hear the 
actual words of the leaders like Churchill and Roosevelt, and it includes excellent graphics 
depicting the progression of the war. We felt it was well worth the 5 euro per person admission. 
For more information: Click here   
 

 
 

Traveler Tip – If you want to avoid the walk up the hill to see Arromanches 360, a tram is 
available to take you up and down the hill.  The tram is FREE, but the driver works on tips. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://marine.meteoconsult.co.uk/shipping-forecast/arromanches-les-bains/tide-tables_arromanches-les-bains_point-__931_0.php
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g580133-d2022693-Reviews-Arromanches_360-Arromanches_les_Bains_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html


Dillingham - Normandy France Trip Report (June 2014)  

 8 

 

Utah Beach 

Utah was the code name given to the westernmost landing beach for the June 1944 invasion of 
Normandy. The Allied forces had also planned to use it as the evacuation point should the 
invasion fail. 
 
Due to strong tidal currents, the American forces landed approximately 2,000 yards off the 
original Utah target. This error proved to work in the favor of the Americans as German resistance 
was considerably weaker in this part of the beach defenses. The landings along Utah beach were 
considered an almost perfect success, as the 23,000 Americans that came ashore in four waves  
suffered few casualties (less than 200 killed). There was one casualty suffered for every 33 feet 
of land advanced during the first three weeks of battle. 
 
 

   

 
 
Once the Utah beachhead was secured, it was used as a 
port to unload hundreds of thousands of men and 
approximately 800,000 tons of equipment. The land just 
behind the sand dunes of Utah was utilized as a 
makeshift prisoner of war camp to hold captured German 
soldiers until their deportation to England. 
 

 
 
 

Utah Beach was strategically important for the ultimate 
capture of the deep water port of Cherbourg, which was 
large enough to handle the vast amounts of equipment 

needed for the longer term objective of liberation 
throughout France. 

 

 
 
 

 

One of the few beach structures 
not destroyed by the Germans 
during the construction of the 
Atlantic Wall.  Instead they built a 
bunker hidden behind it.  Note the 
windows painted on the wall of a 
part of the bunker. 
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A Soldier’s Story - One General 

 
Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt Jr., 
a Harvard graduate and the oldest son of 
President Teddy Roosevelt, was the only 
general to land with the American Troops on 
June 6, 1944. At 56 years of age, he was also 
the oldest to land in the first wave. A veteran 
of World War I, Roosevelt was the assistant 
commander of the 4th Infantry Division when 
his men landed in the Utah area.  
 

 
 
 

For additional information  – 
https://suite.io/larry-putt/5qar2bb and  

wikipedia 
 

 
 

 
 
Despite poor health, he proved to be a fine 
leader.  The Longest Day accurately quotes a 
statement he made: 
 

"We'll start the war from right here!" 
 
He made this famous quote after discovering 
the Allied landings on Utah were approximately 
2km off. His decision to start the battle 
regardless of this error worked in favor of the 
Allies.  Since many of the Germans stationed in 
this area had been redeployed to deal with the 
Allied paratroopers dropping over Sainte Marie 
du Mont, resistance from this part of the Atlantic 
Wall coastal defenses was considerably weaker 
than expected.  For his bravery and leadership, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. 

 

 
 
 

 

A Soldiers’ Story 
 

On June 6, 1944, Captain Leonard T. Schroeder, Jr. was a 25-year old captain commanding 
219 men in the Utah landing.  He is credited with being the first ashore at Utah Beach and was 

awarded a Silver Star, Bronze Star and Purple Heart for his WWII action. 
 

Read more about his interesting story here – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_T._Schroeder 
 

 
 
 

http://www.utahbeachnormandy.com/general-roosevelt.htm
https://suite.io/larry-putt/5qar2bb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_roosevelt_jr#D-Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_T._Schroeder
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Operation Tiger 
 
Largely unknown and unmentioned in 
American military history surrounding the 
D-Day invasion planning, Operation Tiger 
(also known as Exercise Tiger) was a large 
scale rehearsal of the D-Day invasion. 
 
This memorial plaque is dedicated to the 
946 U.S. Army and Navy servicemen killed 
near the English coast during training 
exercise.  It is erected on a bunker wall at 
Utah Beach in Normandy. 

 
 
 
A bit of D-Day history overlooked for many years …  

 
 

For more information – 

American Battle Monuments Commission - Utah Beach 

http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/utah-beach-american-memorial 

THE BATTALION FORGOTTEN BY MANY  
 
The Army’s 320th Barrage Balloon Battalion participated in the initial assault of the Utah and 
Omaha Beaches, but their contributions had largely been overlooked by history over the 
years. In 2009, the contribution of this first exclusively black unit to fight in World War II was 
finally part of the D-Day recognition ceremonies for the 65th anniversary of the landings. 
Overall, we should know over 1,700 black soldiers took part in the overall Normandy 
campaign.   
 
Prior to the invasion of France, the 320th was originally formed to protect U.S. cities from 
enemy aircraft attacks by deploying various sized explosive-laden helium balloons. As D-Day 
plans progressed, the inclusion of the use of very low altitude balloons (VLA) for the initial D-
Day assault craft fell on the 320th to deploy and man. Once on the beach the Volkswagen 
sized balloons where tethered on 2,000 feet of steel cable to help protect Allied soldiers and 
material on the beach from Luftwaffe strafing and bombing.  
 

http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/utah-beach-american-memorial
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Omaha Beach 

In the early 1900s, the area along what today is known as Omaha Beach was originally a bustling 
tourist area with beach homes and a casino.  That was before the Germans leveled all but one 
building to prepare for the defense of an invasion by the Allies. The gently sloping beach is about 
7,000 yards long and forms a crescent with bluffs located at each end. The first assault on 
Omaha Beach included 1,450 soldiers who were transported by 36 landing craft.  Additionally, 
450 B-24 bombers dropped 2.3 million pounds of bombs, albeit with limited effectiveness.  
 

  
The sea wall along Omaha Beach. 

 
Very little went as planned during the landing at Omaha. Difficulties in navigation and strong 
currents caused a majority of landing craft to miss their targets throughout the day. The defenses 
along this section of the Atlantic Wall were unexpectedly strong, and inflicted heavy casualties on 
landing U.S. troops.  Americans landing at this site faced firepower equivalent to 42,000 rounds 
per minute.  At the time of landing, tide was low, which at least allowed the troops to see the 
mined obstacles that had been installed a few months earlier.  Nonetheless, American troops had 
to cross nearly 450 yards of beach without cover before reaching any protective shelter. 
 

 
Remains of a German bunker built into the sea wall along Omaha. 

 
Allied intelligence reported the Germans had 14 resistance points with 600 troops assigned to 
support the beach.  Unfortunately intelligence was not current, and Allied troops were unaware 
this area had recently received reinforcements of an additional 500 soldiers arriving from the 
Russian/Eastern front to support the Omaha fortifications.   
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The Omaha battle plan called for troop 
reinforcements to land every ten minutes 
over the first three hours. As depicted in 
the opening scenes of the film Saving 
Private Ryan, survivors of the first five 
assault waves at Omaha were caught in a 
living hell.  German snipers targeted 
American officers and anyone who 
appeared to provide direction or leadership 
for other pinned down troops. Well-aimed 
mortar rounds destroyed any vehicles 
which succeeded in landing. Any 
movement seemed impossible and critical 
supplies of ammunition and rations ran 
dangerously low. Only 100 tons of 2,400 
tons of vehicles and supplies scheduled to 
offload on at Omaha actually arrived that 
first day. Their day 1 objective was to be 
10 miles inland, but in reality less than 900 
yards had been secured as a foothold. 
 

 
 
A West Point graduate, Major General 
'Dutch' Cota was one of the highest 
ranking officers on Omaha beach that day. 
He is remembered for personally directing 
the attack, motivating the shell-shocked, 
pinned-down survivors into action, and 
opening one of the first vehicle exits off the 
beach (Cota’s Pass). Two famous quotes 
are attributed to him during this time: 

- “Rangers lead the way.” 
- “Gentlemen, we are being killed on the 

beaches. Let us go inland and be 
killed.” 

 
For more information on Cota, visit 
militaryhistoryonline.com and wikipedia. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
By the evening of June 6, 1944, nearly 30,000 
men and women had landed on Omaha Beach. 
By midnight that day, a reported 3,000 American 
soldiers had died in the first day of the attack.  
 
The Omaha beachhead was extremely fragile 
and the Allies’ position was tenuous.  That said, 
by the end of the day, two small isolated 
footholds had been won, which were 
subsequently exploited against weaker defenses 
further inland.  Major General Norman 'Dutch' 
Cota lead one of these strategic breakouts. 
 

 
Arrow pointing to a German bunker placement in the hillside 
for beach defense. By the spring of 1944, there were more 
than 200 of these “nests of resistance” along the Normandy 

coast.  

http://www.military.com/Content/MoreContent?file=ML_cota_bkp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Cota
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Normandy American Cemetery and Beach - Colleville-sur-Mer, France 

 

 
Always remembered, never forgotten…  
 
As I mentioned, it was important for us to really take in this 
memorial.  We ended up visiting it on three separate occasions 
with a different focus on each visit.  Admittedly, on each of our 
three visits we found ourselves tearing up and feeling 
overwhelming gratitude for these young people who gave so 
much.  As I learned about some of their stories, I was humbled 
and left wanting to know more. I felt drawn to stop and pay my 
respects at each gravestone, but of course that was not 
feasible.  We did, however, make it a point to walk to the back 
and far corners of the cemetery.  The entire cemetery is 
beautifully manicured and maintained.  It is absolutely 
breathtakingly beautiful, peaceful and solemn, so this site is not 
to be missed or your visit rushed.  
 

 

  
 

Understand, it was never our objective to simply visit the memorial, snap a few pictures and leave without 
attempting to somehow comprehend the significance of what happened here 70 years ago. 

 

 
 

On one of our three visits, we took the 10 minute trail walk down to the beach 
and then the 15 minute “cardio walk” back up the cliff! 



Dillingham - Normandy France Trip Report (June 2014)  

 14 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Looking up from Omaha Beach to an 
observation area that is level with the cemetery.  
Helps you gain some perspective of the perils for 

those who stormed ashore that June morning. 
 

 
Prior to the 1944 landings, the Germans had installed artillery and numerous machine-guns along 
the cliff area so they could fire lengthwise along the beach; two casements are visible just east of 
the cemetery boundary. 
 

Approximately 350,000 Allied personnel took part in the D-Day invasion, including the 156,000 
troops who landed on Normandy's beaches. By the end of the campaign for Normandy, the Allies 
suffered more than 200,000 casualties, including over 50,000 killed. Established in 1956, the 172 
acre site of the American Normandy Cemetery and Memorial was deeded “in perpetuity” to the 
United States by the French government.  The cemetery holds the remains of 9,387 Americans 
and memorializes an additional 1,557 on the Wall of the Missing.  These brave men and women 
are interred in U.S. soil as surely as if their gravesites were on the U.S. continent. 
 

 

 

The mosaic on the rotunda ceiling of 
the chapel depicts two women: one 

symbolizes America blessing her sons 
as they depart by sea and air; the other 

represents the French bestowing a 
laurel wreath upon the American dead 

in gratitude. 

 

 

A small chapel located in the 
center of the cemetery. 

 

 
 

“Think not only upon their 
passing. Remember the glory of 

their spirit.” 

Directly above the chapel’s door is engraved a replica of the Congressional Medal of Honor, our 
country’s highest award for valor. 
 
An inscription on the exterior of the circular limestone and granite chapel: 
 

"This chapel has been erected by the United States of America in grateful memory 
of her sons who gave their lives in the landings on the Normandy beaches and in 

the liberation of Northern France." 
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Among those buried at this site are 3 generals, 4 women, 4 chaplains and 41 sets of brothers, 
including John and Preston Niland who, along with a brother Eddie (thought be lost in the Pacific), 
inspired the story for Saving Private Ryan.  Included in the total number of gravesites are 307 
markers for those remains who could not be identified.  
  
Interesting trivia: One soldier buried here actually died in World War I after his plane was shot 
down.  At the special request of the soldier’s family, Captain Quentin Roosevelt, II, was relocated 
from a cemetery in eastern France and reinterred in the grave next to his brother, Brigadier 
General Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. at the Normandy American Cemetery.     
 

 
Congressional Medal of Honor 

 
For acts of bravery and heroism, a total of 12 men were 
recipients of the Medal of Honor for actions during the Normandy 
invasion.  Three of these men are buried in the Normandy 
American Cemetery:   

 Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.,  

 T/Sgt. Frank D. Peregory  

 1st Lt. Jimmie W Monteith, Jr.   
 
Visit http://www.history.army.mil/html/reference/Normandy/nor-
moh.html  for the names of all 12 Medal of Honor recipients and 
their citation information. 
 

 
 

 

 
When plans were underway for this memorial, families of soldiers buried at multiple sites 
throughout the region were given the option of having the remains of their loved ones relocated to 
the new Normandy American Cemetery or being returned to the family for re-interment.  The 
remains of approximately 14,000 soldiers originally buried in this region were returned to America 
at the request of their next of kin.  
 
On the east side of the Memorial is the semi-circular Wall of the Missing (aka, Garden of the 
Missing). Inscribed on its walls are the names of 1,557 who have been designated as missing in 
action. Bronze rosettes mark the names of those recovered and identified since the construction 
of the memorial. 
 

The Wall of the Missing – inscribed with name, rank, branch of service and home state. 
“Comrades in arms whose resting place is known only to God” 

  
The official date of death of those commemorated is one year and a day from the date on which the individual was 

placed in Missing in Action status. 

http://www.history.army.mil/html/reference/Normandy/nor-moh.html
http://www.history.army.mil/html/reference/Normandy/nor-moh.html
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“The Spirit of American Youth Rising 
From The Waves” 

 
The 22 foot bronze statue at the head of 

the cemetery. 
 

Encircling the pedestal of the statue on the 
floor in bronze letters is the inscription: 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the 

coming of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
“They Did It So That The World Could Be Free” 

  
                                              General Dwight Eisenhower 

 

Traveler Tip – The Visitor Center has tight airport type security at the entrance, so allow enough 
time to pass thru the queue. 

           

 
 
Normandy American Cemetery & Memorial 
Visitor Center 

Traveler Tip – The lower level of the Visitor Center has an excellent collection of artifacts, stories 
and short, archived videos about the invasion.  I found everything to be both informative and 
interesting, so if time permits do not overlook the visitor center lower level.  
 
Traveler Tip – The visitor center includes restroom facilities, but you should not expect to find 
anything in the way of food and beverage (beyond water fountains). 
 
Traveler Tip – At 5:30 pm daily, the flags are lowered and “Taps” is played ~ memorable! 
 

For more information – 

American Battle Monuments Commission – Normandy American Cemetery and 
Memorial 

http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/normandy-american-cemetery 

http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/normandy-american-cemetery
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Sainte Mère-Église - La Manche, France 

The 11th century Norman village of Sainte Mère-Église witnessed fierce fighting in the early hours 
of June 6, 1944. Sainte Mère-Église became a critical military objective since six major roads in 
the Cotentin Peninsula intersected there. Whichever combatant held the town, they would also 
control access to the avenues of approach to and from Utah Beach. 
 
American paratroopers from the 82nd Airborne Division who were dropped in over the village 
were ordered to capture the town and hold off German counterattacks that could come from 
Cherbourg.  A strategic deep water port city further south along the Normandy coast, Cherbourg 
was an ultimate key objective of Operation Overlord, code name for the D-Day master plan. 
Utilizing the numerous locks in this area of below sea level fields, the Germans had flooded most 
of the fields surrounding the village in anticipation of an Allied invasion.  As a sad consequence of 
the deeply flooded fields, numerous American soldiers drowned after dropping into them, unable 
to disengage themselves quickly enough from their parachutes. 
 
Before the start of the amphibious assault along the five Normandy beach landing sites, a 
building in the town square caught fire, providing the Americans with an ideal landing beacon. 
While village locals worked to extinguish the fire, American paratroopers drifted down and chaos 
ensued. The Germans, completely taken by surprise, began to fight back. Many American 
paratroopers landed in precarious locations, making them easy targets for the Germans. The 
Americans suffered considerable losses in the battle, with many paratroopers being killed before 
even landing. 
 

 
 
A quick summary of the early morning 
hours of June 6, 1944: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jacques_woo
d/2842315777/   
 
Do not miss hearing Captain Ron Drez (a 
Vietnam veteran) of Ambrose Historical 

Tours talk about the night John Steele, Ken 
Russell and John Ray all dropped into Ste.-
Mère-Église. -- http://vimeo.com/64359502 
 

 
A Soldier’s Story 

 
During the pre-dawn hours of the D-Day 
paratrooper assault, two paratroopers had the 
unfortunate experience of having their chutes 
snagged by spires of the 13th century Catholic 
church that stood in the town square of Sainte 
Mère-Église. The parachute of Pvt. John Steele 
snagged on the bell tower, while Pvt. Ken 
Russell’s chute was caught on a window when he 
landed hard on the slate roof. A third paratrooper, 
Sgt. John Ray, landed hard in the church square 
just below Steele and Russell. While Ray struggled 
to free himself from his parachute harness, a 
German soldier rounded the corner of the church 
and shot him in the stomach with a burst from his 
MP40 submachine gun. Assuming he had killed 
Ray, the German turned toward Steele and 
Russell, both of whom were helpless targets with 
chutes caught on the church structure. 
 
As the German shouldered the MP40 to shoot 
Steele, Ray drew his pistol and shot the German. 
Some hours later, Steele was cut down by the 
Germans and, having been shot in the foot, taken 
to an aid station. Several days later he managed to 
escape to a U.S. tank corps unit. Steele and 
Russell both survived the invasion thanks to the 
actions of John Ray, who left a young widow back 
in Louisiana. 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jacques_wood/2842315777/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jacques_wood/2842315777/
http://vimeo.com/64359502
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Following the battle for Sainte Mère-Église, one young boy from the town created drawings of the 
midnight drop of paratroopers. In recognition of the 25th anniversary of this battle, members of the 
82nd Airborne used the drawings as the design for two stained glass windows you can see in the 
church today. 
 
American Airborne Museum 

The site of the building that burned down in Sainte Mère-Église during that fateful night of June 6 
is now home to the American Airborne Museum.  Constructed in 1964, a new “Neptune” pavilion 
was added in May 2014. (Trivia fact - Operation Neptune was the code name for the beach 
landings portion of Operation Overlord. Neptune was the name of the Roman God of the sea and 
one of the 12 Olympian Gods on Mount Olympus.)   
 
This is the largest museum in Europe dedicated to the American paratroopers of 82nd and 101st 
Airborne Division.  The facility houses two aircraft: (1) an example of the smaller “Waco” CG-4A 
glider, used to ferry 13 paratroopers as part of the glider reinforcement plan to their landing 
destinations, and (2) a Douglas C-47 transport aircraft. Also, you will find a large collection of 
military related artifacts, documents and mannequins dressed in military uniforms and posed in 
various scenes representing events of the time.  
 
Fewer than half of the gliders assigned to the U.S. 82nd Airborne reached their assigned landing 
zones.  Many lodged in the surrounding hedgerows, struck German obstructions, or floundered in 
the swollen, flooded marshes. By mid-morning June 6, 1944, 4,000 men of the 82nd were still 
unaccounted for, along with 60 percent of the equipment they had carried. 
 

 
 

 

82nd Airborne Trivia – The 82nd Airborne Division received heavy 
losses in Normandy. Up to 16 percent of the troops were killed that 
day. So what was the main reason for their premature deaths? 
Buckled chute harnesses were difficult to remove after landing. The 
extra time it took to disengage from their parachutes was long enough 
for them to get shot and killed (or drown in the flooded fields). After 
this disastrous day, the American troops started using quick-release 
buckles invented by the British.  

By the time the All-American Division (82nd Airborne) was pulled back 
to England, it had seen 33 days of bloody combat and suffered 5,245 
paratroopers killed, wounded or missing. 
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Pointe du Hoc 

Pointe du Hoc is a promontory with a 100’ cliff located 4 miles to the west of the Omaha beach 
landings of D-Day.  It was home to six 155mm cannons that had a range of 25,000 yards (or 
roughly 13 miles). The guns had originally been a part of the French Maginot Line. Once France 
fell to the Germans, the guns were relocated to battery positions constructed on the high cliff at 
Pointe du Hoc.  These cannons were situated on the highest point of land between Omaha and 
Utah beaches, so they had a commanding view of both beaches, and the potential to cause 
significant damage to the invading force. 
 
The point stood on cliffs between 85’ to greater than 100’ in height, at whose base is a very small 
rocky beach offering no protection or cover. Because the point was positioned on near 
impregnable cliffs, the estimated 200 German defenders had concentrated their defenses in 
anticipation of a ground assault from inland.   
 
As was the case for so much of the D-Day invasion, weather was a factor.  The original Ranger 
assault was delayed 35 minutes due to strong currents in the channel, limited visibility and failure 
of landing craft navigation equipment. With the advantage of surprise lost, the Rangers landed 
under heavy German machine gun and mortar fire. Believing the assault had failed since the flare 
to signal success was delayed, commanders ordered the second wave of 8 Ranger companies  
reinforcements redirected to the Omaha beach area.  This left the original wave of Rangers on 
their own for almost 3 days and 5 major German counter-attacks before receiving reinforcements. 
 

   

Regardless of direction viewed, the sheer cliffs of Pointe du Hoc 
appear as impenetrable as they did 70 years 

ago.

 

 
German plans originally called for building six enclosed gun casements to provide protection for 
the guns and crews.  By June 6, only two casements were complete, having been slowed by the 
Allied bombardment of over 10,000 lbs of bombs and sabotage by the French Resistance. 
 
Once the Rangers reached the peak, they discovered only one of the six guns that had been 
reported by intelligence…and it was damaged by the bombings.  The other 5 “guns” had been 
replaced by telephone poles and camouflage netting to fool aerial photography of the Allies.  As it 
was to be learned later, those 5 guns had been moved approximately one mile inland.  1st Sgt. 
Leonard Lomell (24 years old and wounded after the landing) scaled the cliffs and, with the help 
of Sgt Jack Kuhn, found and rendered inoperable the relocated guns with thermite grenades in an 
apple orchard along with approximately 100 German soldiers nearby. 
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This bunker allows you to easily see how 
the cannons could have swiveled to fire 
in basically any direction necessary. 

                                                A partially completed Pointe du Hoc                                      
bunker, albeit minus the cannon. 

 
 
The severe air and naval bombardments of this battery makes it now resemble that of moon 
craters, with massive holes marking the explosions from Allied bombs and the implosion of an 
ammunition bunker. There is no doubt this must have been terrifying for the Germans manning 
this position during the Allied invasion. 
 

 

Looking out over the heavily bombed remains of 
Pointe du Hoc. 
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A Soldier’s Story 
 

Capt. Walter Block, 2nd Ranger Battalion surgeon, worked tirelessly to help the wounded at 
Pointe du Hoc. He assisted injured men in the field at his makeshift aid station in a damaged 
German bunker. Block received the Silver Star for his “gallantry in action.”  While Block 
survived the Normandy invasion, he was later killed by German artillery fire while working at 
another aid station. 

 
Finally, it is worth noting a fellow Texan (a Texas A&M graduate and later President of Texas 
A&M) commanded the first wave of 225 Rangers at the assault on Pointe du Hoc.  Lt. Colonel 
James Rudder, a 34 year old Army Reserve officer, 2nd Ranger Battalion, was twice wounded 
during the assault.  By the time reinforcements arrived almost 3 days later, only 90 Rangers were 
still able to fight.  Due in large part to Rudder’s courage and inspiring leadership, this small force 
of Rangers were able to withstand the German counterattacks. Rudder was highly decorated for 
his wartime service and is still considered the model Ranger. (For additional information: Rudder: 
From Leader to Legend - http://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/first-night ) 
 

       
 

Standing on top of the observation bunker in front of the 
Ranger dagger monument honoring the Pointe du Hoc 

Rangers.  Wind was gusting to more than 35mph and it was 
misting rain.  Nothing compared to what the Rangers endured 

70 years ago! 

 
The monument to the Rangers of Pointe du 
Hoc is in the shape of the Ranger dagger.  
This U.S. monument was the backdrop 30 
years ago when President Ronald Reagan 
delivered his memorable 1984 speech on 
the 40th anniversary of D-Day and the 
assault at Pointe du Hoc.  It was attended 
by some 60 Ranger veterans of the assault 
on Pointe du Hoc.   
 
Watch the YouTube video of his speech -  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEIqdcH
bc8I 

 
“These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. 
These are the men who took the cliffs. 
These are the champions who helped 
free a continent. These are the heroes 
who helped end a war.” 
 
President Ronald Reagan 
 

 
Traveler Tip – Stop by visitor center and pick up the visitor brochure describing the 
various bunkers you will see as you walk around or go to this link to see - 
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/publications/PointeduHoc%20508_RT.pdf .  
 

Traveler Tip – Visitor center has a very well done short video about Pointe du Hoc, 
which includes comments from Rangers who participated in the assault. 
 

Traveler Tip – The visitor center includes restroom facilities, but you should not expect to 
find anything in the way of food and beverage (beyond water fountains). 

For more information -  

American Battle Monuments Commission - Pointe du Hoc 

http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/pointe-du-hoc-ranger-monument  

 

http://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/first-night
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEIqdcHbc8I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEIqdcHbc8I
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/publications/PointeduHoc%20508_RT.pdf
http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/pointe-du-hoc-ranger-monument
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Angoville-au-Plain Church and the Angels of Mercy 

I thought this was a very special part of our Bayeux Tours guided day long tour.  In the very 
small hamlet of Angoville-au-Plain, we visited an 11th century church dedicated to two 
angels: Saints Cosmas and Damian, who had become skillful in the science of medicine.  
Hundreds of years later, two medics from the 101st Airborne—Surgical Technician Robert 
Wright (20 year old farm boy from Ohio with 2 months training as a medic) and Private 
Kenneth Moore (a 19 year old from Sonoma, California and having 2 weeks training as a 
medic)—became the “second” Angels of Mercy to become associated with the church.   
 
On June 6, 1944, the mission of the 2nd battalion of the 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
101st Airborne was to take Saint-Côme-du-Mont. Two hours after their drop, Wright and 
Moore separately located the church at Angoville-au-Plain and set up an aid station. They 
selected the church primarily due to its thick walls that offered protection and the fresh water 
well nearby.  As the battle raged around the aid station, control of the area switched hands. 
The church tower had been used by the Germans as an observation lookout and on the 
second day of fighting two Germans actually came down from of the tower and surrendered 
to Wright and Moore.  At another point a mortar round broke through the ceiling, hitting the 
floor between the pews but did not explode. The cracked floor where it hit can still be seen 
today. That said, the German troops did respect the neutrality of the church aid station and 
held off targeting the unarmed Moore and Wright as they ventured outside time and again 
into the fields to bring back more wounded.  
 
When the Americans were forced to pull back Wright and Moore remained at the church with 
the wounded. The Germans arrived and saw the medics were not discriminating in their 
treatment of those injured. In the spirit of mercy, Wright and Moore continued to provide 
medical care for three days to injured Americans and Germans alike, as well as an injured 
small boy from a nearby village. The only provision was that all weapons were to be left 
outside the church. This undoubtedly saved their lives because at each exchange of control 
of the area German soldiers entered the church. In all, 80 or more wounded were cared for 
and survived.  
 
A small plaque at the foot of the cross in the church honors three village people who died 
during the war. Named on the plaque are Lucienne Fortin (8 year old) and two men who died 
in fighting for the French army.  Lucienne was the only civilian casualty of the war after being 
killed by a German booby trap explosion. 
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Traveler Tip – This church is located in a very small town, so you 
should not expect to find anything in the way of food, beverage or 
public restroom facilities. 
 
Traveler Tip – The full significance and value of this stop is best 
achieved by reading in advance the book, Angles of Mercy, or 
being a part of a Bayeux Tours one day American Tour. Reportedly 
other tour groups stop as well, but you need to confirm if 
interested. 
 

        
 

The fresh water well located 30 
yards from the church used by the 
101st Airborne medics. 

 
If you visit the church today, you will see two stained glass windows commemorating the  
effort of the 101st Airborne Division.  One is dedicated to the two medics of the 2nd Battalion 
of the 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment (101st Airborne Division) and the other honors 
American parachutists who contributed to the liberation. The original windows of the church 
were blown out by nearby mortar rounds during the three day conflict.   

Both Wright and Moore survived the war and returned home able to share their stories about 
the war.  They each received the Silver Star for their efforts in Angoville-au-Plain. It is a 
wonderful story that is told in a book by Paul Woodage, “Angels of Mercy”, who interviewed 
Wright, Moore and a number of the solders involved in the fighting. 
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Sainte-Marie-du-Mont and the Musee de L’Occupation 

Sainte-Marie-du-Mont is situated between Utah Beach and the village of Carentan.  This village 
was occupied by German forces who were manning various gun batteries in the surrounding 
areas, as well as the bunkers on Utah Beach.  This was another stop during our Bayeux Tour, 
and one that was clearly based on the personal relationship between the owner of the tour 
company and Jackie, the owner of Musee de L’Occupation and the house it occupies.  Our tour 
group stopped here for a family style lunch.  
 
The building was built in 1850 and used in 1935 as a hospice.  It later served as both a German 
command post and an American headquarters location.  During German occupation, 
approximately 20 Germans lived in the house until the D-Day invasion.  Once liberated, the 
Americans used it as a headquarters until November 1944.  Following the war, the house became 
a tax office, and in 2003 the museum opened.  
 
During the German occupation of the house, it was used for control of government administration 
activities for the French to obtain documents such as ID papers, ration cards, etc. Two rooms at 
the back of the house were used only by the Germans.  One of the rooms was where Germans 
could enjoy leisure time and perhaps have a drink.  A German soldier assigned to this post was 
an artist and painted murals on the walls of the room.   
 
After the war, most anything left from the German occupation was destroyed.  This special 
representation of German life was sparred because it had been covered by wallpaper after the 
liberation.  The current owner of the building knew what was underneath the wallpaper and saved 
it for people to see today.  One wall shows the portrait (not just faces, but actual portraits!) of the 
officers stationed at the command post.  The overall theme of the murals is an officer’s birthday 
celebration on October 26, 1942 (the date is painted on the wall!).  In addition, the owner (Jackie) 
has a large collection of interesting World War II era memorabilia. 
 

   
 

  

Wall quote (over a swastika) - "The character and performance guides the way of the soldier." 
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One of only ten “souvenirs” Hitler 
 had designed and awarded to the 

 top 10 scientists who created  
the V-2 rocket.  

Over 1,500 of these rockets 
 hit targets in England and killed nearly 3.000 people.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A French Resistance radio. An estimated 100,000 French 
Resistance underground fighters performed acts of 

sabotage on German equipment, vehicles, supply lines 
and communications in order to aid the Allied invasion. 

They also provided the Allies with information on German 
troop movements and coastal defenses. 

 
Dishes and flatware with Nazi swastika markings 

 
 
Airborne troops destroyed a German battery of four howitzers in Sainte-Marie-du-Mont that was 
shelling a road leading off Utah Beach being used to facilitate unloading of men and supplies.  
Memorializing these efforts is the “Band of Brothers” monument.  Dedicated in June 2012, it 
depicts Lt. Richard Winters, 101st Airborne, his “Easy Company” and America’s leadership. 
Winters was thrust into a position of leadership when his commander was killed by anti-aircraft 
fire before their jump.  As one of his soldiers recalled in 2012, "All of us have the ability to develop 
our leadership skills. Some do it better than others. Dick excelled at it.” On the monument is a 
Richard Winters quote: “Wars do not make men great, but they do bring out the greatness in 
good men.” 
 
Additional information links: 

 - Sainte Marie Du Mont - http://www.utahbeachnormandy.com/sainte-marie-du-mont.htm  

 - Brecourt Manor Assault - http://www.utahbeachnormandy.com/brecourt-manor.htm  
 

Traveler Tip – Visiting this location on your own and the monument to Lt. Richard 
Winters should probably be down on your list.  While there are interesting stories you can 
read about, it is a very small town with limited things to actually see. The museum I 
described was very interesting, but it was seen during our guided Bayeux Tours trip. The 
owner of Bayeux Tours lives in the Utah Beach area and has a personal relationship with 
the owner of the museum, whereby special access and accommodation is granted. 
(Note: Unconfirmed if other tour companies are given similar access…)  

 
 

http://www.utahbeachnormandy.com/sainte-marie-du-mont.htm
http://www.utahbeachnormandy.com/brecourt-manor.htm
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Bayeux, France 

As I mentioned before, Bayeux was just a 10-minute drive from our hotel, so we did visit the city 
on several occasions. We enjoyed walking the city, as well as having a wonderful dinner at La 
Rapiere - http://www.larapiere.net/ -- see traveler tip below. 
 
During the D-Day invasion, the majority of German troops in and around Bayeux were redeployed 
to the neighboring city of Caen. Caen was deemed a more strategic point by the Germans, so the 
Bayeux forces were pulled out. 
 
Bayeux is located 7km (4 miles) from the coast of the English Channel and 30km (19 miles) 
northwest of Caen. The buildings in Bayeux were virtually untouched during the Battle of 
Normandy, since German forces were fully involved in defending Caen from the Allies.  (Trivia:  
More than 90% of the structures of Caen were destroyed during the Battle of Normandy.)  Since 
Bayeux had nothing strategically useful (i.e., factories or military bases), it was never bombed by 
either side, leaving its beautiful cathedral and old town intact.  Bayeux Cathedral, built in 1077, 
remained intact. This magnificent cathedral towers above the city.  Nearly a thousand years since 
its construction, it remains an impressive site and worth a visit.  
 

   
 
 
Bayeux Tapestry  

The Bayeux Tapestry depicts the Norman Invasion of England by William, the Duke of Normandy, 
better known as William the Conqueror, having invaded England in 1066 with his Norman army. 
This exceptional piece of art is essentially a 225-foot-long embroidered scroll stitched around the 
1070’s.  The tapestry depicts, in 58 comic strip-type scenes, the epic story of William of 
Normandy's conquest of England.  The scenes provide a record of the clothes, weapons, ships 
and lifestyles of the day.  According to legend, the tapestry was made by Reine Mathilde, wife of 
William the Conqueror, with the help of her ladies.  
 

Traveler Tip – While clearly a significant historical treasure, I was not blown away by it 
(perhaps my brain had reached history overload for the day). The estimated 30-minute 
audio tour was set at one speed and could not be paused; therefore you feel a bit rushed 
through the story. Overall, I am glad I saw it. 

 
Traveler Tip – We enjoyed an excellent dinner at the La Rapiere restaurant.  This cozy, 
intimate restaurant is located in an alleyway off a main street in the heart of downtown 
Bayeux. It has two XVIth century rooms (one with fireplace) for a total of 35 seats, so 
reservations are required to ensure availability.     

 

http://www.larapiere.net/
http://www.larapiere.net/
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Accommodations  
 

Château La Chenevière - Port-en-Bessin, France 

We chose this as our “home base” and immensely enjoyed every aspect of it.  A wonderful 29 
room hideaway set in the Normandy countryside, Château La Chenèviere Hotel is an 18th 
century château surrounded by attractive gardens and parkland only a 10-minute drive away from 
Bayeux. We had two spectacular dinners in their dining room (Table #3 is the most preferred 
table in the room, so reserve it!). The dining room has picture windows overlooking the park, 
which provides a certain grandeur but on a more intimate scale, while the cuisine is classic with 
all the distinctive flavors of Normandy accompanied by many fine wines.  (Can you tell we used 
some of their marketing language?!) 
 
Here are other options that came recommended and that you might investigate depending on 
what you are looking for: 

o Villa Lara Hotel – a boutique 28 room hotel located in the heart of Bayeux. Rated #1 
among the 22 Bayeux hotels listed in tripadvisor.com - http://www.hotel-
villalara.com/en/index.php#/index.php  

o Gites de France.  Gites are farmhouses and bed and breakfast kind of homes where you 
can get the feeling of actually living in a French village. http://www.gitesdefrance.info/    

o Campanile Bayeux -  http://www.campanile.com/en/hotels/campanile-bayeux  Their 
trademark is to have a country fireplace in every hotel with a fire burning.  
http://www.campanile.com/en/default.aspx  

 
 
Traveler Tip – Rooms get booked far in advance, so book your rooms as soon as you 
know you are going.  Consumer friendly cancellation policies will allow you to make 
changes or cancel (generally up to a week before arrival). We started looking 6 weeks 
before our trip and it nearly became a problem.  We did waitlist at several locations and 
they did respond back to us when something opened up for us to consider.  

 
Traveler Tip – Be very clear on reservation dates when making advance hotel, guided tour, 
restaurant or other reservations. European’s write the day first, then the month, which is the 
opposite of the US. For example, if you ask for an 8/10 reservation, it may be viewed as 
October 10th, when you wanted August 8th or 10/8. To avoid any confusion, I suggest you 
state your request like Saturday, August 8, 2014, so you do not have to worry if they 
transpose the dates coming from US automatically or read them as provided. 

 
Traveler Tip – Many great local hotels in France are small family owned and run operations, 
often with the owner-operators living in the building.  Many do not have a night desk clerk, so 
make sure you know if there is a specific time for check in. If you might arrving after that 
specified time you must call ahead, so the easist plan is to try to always be there to check in 
before that time. That said, you should still have a confirmed telephone number for late arrival 
notification due to unexpected delays, if needed.  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g644121-d279127-Reviews-Chateau_La_Cheneviere-Port_en_Bessin_Huppain_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://www.hotel-villalara.com/en/index.php#/index.php
http://www.hotel-villalara.com/en/index.php#/index.php
http://www.gitesdefrance.info/
http://www.campanile.com/en/hotels/campanile-bayeux
http://www.campanile.com/en/default.aspx
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Honfleur, France 

Our wonderful trip was winding down and our last stop before heading home was the beautiful 
port city of Honfleur.  It is a picturesque 11th century port, characterized by its houses with slate-
covered frontages.  The character and atmosphere of Honfleur has inspired painters (e.g., Monet, 
Boudin), writers and musicians. 

 
 
Our time was spent wandering the narrow winding streets and port (enhanced by a number of 
boats).  We actually visited Honfleur a number of years ago for a wonderful lunch with friends at 
Le Manoir de Impressionnistes (Tip – eat outside at one of the few tables in front of the hotel).  
This trip we tried to eat lunch at La Ferme Saint Simeon Restaurant, but simply ran out of time… 
so we grabbed a baguette with meats and cheese and watched the carousel. 
 

    
 
The 500 year old Sainte-Catherine church, which has a bell tower separate from the principal 
building, is the largest church made out of wood in France. The oldest part of the building, dating 
to the second half of the 15th century, was constructed right after the Hundred Years War. The 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g187189-d3468936-Reviews-Le_Manoir_de_Impressionnistes-Honfleur_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g187189-d5535267-Reviews-La_Ferme_Saint_Simeon_Restaurant_Relais_et_Chateaux-Honfleur_Calvados_Basse_Norma.html
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bell tower was built a good distance away, so that parishioners would not be hurt in case of a fire. 
It is interesting to see the many touches of marine engineering in the architecture of the church, 
since it was built by townspeople and its ship builders to show their gratitude for the departure of 
the English at the end of the Hundred Years' War in 1453. 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Maisons de Lea Hotel and Spa is made up of an 
old salt warehouse and three 16th century houses. 
The building is split into four wings and three 
separate houses, each of which is carefully 
themed around a specific aspect of Honfleur's 
history. 

Hotel Du Dauphin occupies a 17th-century wooden house, typical 
of the town of Honfleur. 
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Guided Tours 

Although we had heard and read many positive things about Dale Booth Tours and D-Day 
Historian Tours, they were not available for the day we wanted to join a guided tour.  One of them 
recommended Bayeux Tours and we were very satisfied.   
 
After reading a number of excellent reviews about Stephen Ambrose Tours (and after our 
selection of Bayeux), I thought it would be good addition to this list for consideration.  Obviously, 
Stephen wrote the book, “Band of Brothers”, a multi-volume biography of Dwight "Ike" 
Eisenhower, plus he was a historical consultant for the film, Saving Private Ryan. He is also the 
founder of the highly acclaimed American National World War II Museum in New Orleans (as 
designated by Congress in 2003, affiliated with the Smithsonian Institution and formerly known as  
the D-Day Museum) - http://www.nationalww2museum.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bayeux Shuttle Tours (previously known as D-Day Tours) - http://www.bayeuxshuttle.com/  
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d3666899-Reviews-
Bayeux_Shuttle_Private_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html  
 
Dale Booth Normandy Tours 
http://dboothnormandytours.com/pb/wp_a7550538/wp_a7550538.html 
 
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d1930995-Reviews-
Dale_Booth_Normandy_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html 
 
Normandy Heroes Tours 
http://www.normandyheroes.com  

(Note - also offers research on family members at Normandy and personalized tours) 
 
D-Day Historian  Tours (Paul Woodage) 
http://www.ddayhistorian.com/American-Experience-Tour.htm 
 
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d2197083-Reviews-
D_Day_Historian_Normandy_Private_Tours-
Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html 
 
Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours 
http://stephenambrosetours.com/  
 

 
Traveler Tip – I would definitely recommend taking a tour if you are going, as you just 
cannot find on your own, or truly experience, many of the sights without a guide.  
 

Traveler Tip – BOOK EARLY!  These private tours fill up quickly, so while you might be 
60+ days out from your trip, you need to consider reserving your slot. 

 

 

D-Day Museum Trivia – New Orleans was selected as the home of the American 
National World War II Museum in honor of Andrew J. Higgins. Andrew Jackson 
Higgins, an New Orleans industrialist, designed and built the LCVP's (Landing Craft 
Vehicles, Personnel) aka  'Higgins Boats'. These landing crafts were vital to the 
success of Operation Overlord. In 1940 the U.S. had no flat-bottomed landing craft. 
By 1944 the Higgins Industries had built more than 30,000 LCVP's. 

http://www.nationalww2museum.org/
http://www.bayeuxshuttle.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d3666899-Reviews-Bayeux_Shuttle_Private_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d3666899-Reviews-Bayeux_Shuttle_Private_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://dboothnormandytours.com/pb/wp_a7550538/wp_a7550538.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d1930995-Reviews-Dale_Booth_Normandy_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d1930995-Reviews-Dale_Booth_Normandy_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://www.normandyheroes.com/
http://www.ddayhistorian.com/American-Experience-Tour.htm
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d2197083-Reviews-D_Day_Historian_Normandy_Private_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d2197083-Reviews-D_Day_Historian_Normandy_Private_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g187181-d2197083-Reviews-D_Day_Historian_Normandy_Private_Tours-Bayeux_Calvados_Basse_Normandie_Normandy.html
http://stephenambrosetours.com/
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Missed Opportunities – on the list for next time! 

As I stated at the outset, there is more to see and learn about in the area than you can cover in 
only a few short days.  This is especially true if you are interested enough to read the information 
panels and watch the movies they show at the various locations and museums.  Our trip was 
about learning more about the battles, the strategies and the men who fought them.  Among the 
American battle locations we had on our list to try and see, here are three towns we had interest 
in visiting, but simply ran out of time.  Perhaps next time…  
 

Saint Lo – This 8th century town was the site of another significant battle between the opposing 
forces. Among the only standing buildings after the 1944 bombings was the Notre-Dame church, 
built in 13th to the 15th centuries to replace the former castle's chapel.  Its’ roof and façade were 
destroyed, as well as one of its two towers and the top of the other one. One of the major figures 
in the battle for Saint Lo was Maj. Thomas D. Howie. The “Major of Saint Lo” (a Citadel graduate) 
was killed in action before Saint Lo fell, but when it did his troops honored his leadership and 
heroism by taking his body into town on one of the first vehicles and laying him on the rubble of 
the church with an American flag covering his body.  
 

The photo of Howie's flag-draped body in the rubble of the St. Croix cathedral was widely 
circulated in the United States and became one of the most iconic images of the war  -- 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_D._Howie.   60 Minutes commentator Andy Rooney, then a 
reporter with the ”Stars and Stripes” newspaper, witnessed the event and called it "one of the 
truly heartwarming and emotional scenes of a gruesome and frightful war." 
 

Caen – The Battle for Caen, one of the largest cities in Normandy and with many strategic 
interests, continued on for days.  The old city of Caen—with many buildings dating to the Middle 
Ages—was largely destroyed (estimated 10,000+ buildings) by the shelling and bombings. Caen 
was bombed 26 times between D-Day and its liberation on July 9th. 
 

Traveler Tip – I was told Caen takes almost a day on its own to see, so while I did not 
know if that was true we decided to pass on Caen due to lack of time. Also, I was told 
morning traffic is horrendous, so avoid arriving at that time by car. 

 

Carentan -- It was of great strategic importance to the Allies as this was the vital link between 
Utah Beach and Omaha Beach. The town was occupied by the Germans and they were ordered 
to hold it at all costs. As depicted in the HBO television series, Band of Brothers, there were elite 
German Paratroopers (Fallschirmjagers) stationed in and around the town.  They proved to be 
strong opposition to the Americans pushing inland from Utah Beach. It is now a peaceful market 
town; however, there are still a lot of monuments that pay homage to the brave men who 
liberated this area all those years ago. 

 

Acknowledgements and sources:   
In preparation of this document, I referenced the Michelin Normandy “Green Guide”, various internet sites (e.g., 
Wikipedia, militaryhistoryonline.com), materials picked up at the various locations, guided tour information, History 
Channel documentaries (e.g., D-Day in HD, D-Day in 3D), and various other sources.   

We ended our trip with increased knowledge and respect for 

the honor, courage and commitment showed by the Greatest 

Generation and their D-Day invasion 70 years ago. 

Traveler Tip – If you find yourself in France, a visit to the Normandy beaches is a 
pilgrimage all Americans should make every effort to schedule. There is an interesting story 
around every corner. You truly come away with a greater appreciation of “the greatest 
generation” and the price they paid for the freedoms we enjoy today.    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_D._Howie
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Additional Information … for people wanting to learn more  

I think perhaps ... only by visiting Normandy in person might one begin to really 
understand the courage needed and sacrifices made by thousands for FREEDOM.  That 
said since the conclusion of our trip, I wanted to learn more details, so if you have similar 
interest, then you might find the following information informative. 

Operation Overload and Neptune (D-Day documentary) – Duration 2:07 hrs   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIjmOcp_xhQ 

This is a very informative, detailed documentary. It includes actual film footage, photos, re-
creations, computer generated graphics and first hand accounts from men how participated in 
the assault. Occasionally, it is shown on TV, but you can watch it from your PC at any time. 

 

Traveler Tip – The Longest Day, written by Cornelius Ryan, is well known as the gold 
standard of D-Day accounts. The classic 1962 movie based upon Ryan’s book was 
directed by Daryl Zanuck and included many stars: John Wayne, Richard Burton, Sean 
Connery, Rod Steiger, Henry Fonda,  Robert Ryan, Red Buttons and many others. 

 

Normandy beaches, Then and now, pictures –  

 International Business Times, 28 June 2014 -- http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/d-day-
landing-sites-then-now-normandy-beaches-1944-70-years-later-1450286  

 The Atlantic, 5 June 2014: after you look at the old photo, then click on the photo 
itself and see new photo as it looks today -    
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2014/06/scenes-from-d-day-then-and-now/100752/  

Did You Know About ... the French Resistance 

By 1944, there were an estimated 100,000 members of the various resistance movements that existed in 
France. Just one year earlier, there were just 40,000 members.. By the spring of 1944, there were 60 
intelligence cells whose task was solely to collect intelligence as opposed to carrying out acts of sabotage. 
In the build up to D-Day, the intelligence they gathered was vital. In May 1944 alone, they sent 3,000 
written reports to the Allies and 700 wireless reports. Between April and May, the resistance destroyed 
1,800 railway engines. When this figure is added to the 2,400 destroyed by Allied bombers, it is easy to 
understand why the Germans had such difficulty transporting equipment and supplies across France. 

Britian's BBC maintained radio broadcast messaging from 1940 to 1944 to counter German propaganda 
and send coded messages to the French Resistance.  The Nazis' attempted to jam the signal, but the 
background noise and static were not enough to drown out the sound of Beethoven's 5th Symphony, the 
first four notes of which correspond to the dot-dot-dot-dash of the Morse code letter V for Victory. That 
coded signal indicated special messages to follow. To hear the Beethoven opening sound –  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ee/Beet5mov1bars1to5.ogg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIjmOcp_xhQ
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/d-day-landing-sites-then-now-normandy-beaches-1944-70-years-later-1450286
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/d-day-landing-sites-then-now-normandy-beaches-1944-70-years-later-1450286
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2014/06/scenes-from-d-day-then-and-now/100752/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ee/Beet5mov1bars1to5.ogg
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Pointe du Hoc -  

 
 

 

 Pointe du Hoe, 2d Ranger Battalion– Small Unit Actions Report - 
http://www.armchairgeneral.com/articles/PDF/SMALL_UNIT_ACTIONS_PDH.pdf 

A PDF file for a detailed report description of the assault on Point du Hoc … 

 The Pointe Du Hoc Bunker Story (18:39 – ABMCVIDEOS; Dec 2011) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3UGje5INJk 

This excellent video gives viewers a first-hand look at the observation bunker on the 
cliffs of Omaha Beach. Constructed during World War II, this bunker served as the 
nerve center for the Germans at Pointe Du Hoc. Mr. Geert Van Den Bogaert (now 
Normandy Heroes Tours) conducted the tour. 

 Pointe du Hoc Smartphone Application Demo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFCOpZ6HVbc&list=UUDtoVZwMfUXRYYvrb6LKMIg 

I saw reference to this mobile phone application. In case you are interested, you 
might consider downloading the application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Battlefield Detectives (along with Texas A&M researchers) – Duration ~15 mins each 

 Pointe du Hoc (1/3) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Y_wsPcFb4A 

Preparations leading up to the assault and the building of the Atlantic Wall.  
Listen for story about the French Resistance * “blind piano tuner” …  

 Pointe du Hoc (2/3) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8um38b_wW0 

Interesting facts about the initial assault and the destruction of the cannons. 

 Pointe du Hoc (3/3) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOJ5qpJfR18 

Includes a discussion on the deadly MG-42 machine gun used at Pointe du Hoc, 
Omaha and other locations. It could fire 1200-1500 rounds per minute. Among its 
nicknames, “Hilter’s buzzsaw” and “bonesaw”. 

http://www.armchairgeneral.com/articles/PDF/SMALL_UNIT_ACTIONS_PDH.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3UGje5INJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFCOpZ6HVbc&list=UUDtoVZwMfUXRYYvrb6LKMIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Y_wsPcFb4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8um38b_wW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOJ5qpJfR18
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Traveler Tips – Additional Discussion 
 

1)  International Cell Phone Usage 

We wanted to have access to use our phones, which may not be an interest to everyone. Our 
carrier, AT&T, offers international roaming capability on an "al la carte" basis, in that, you can 
select and pay for different levels of service for phone, text and data support.  

We paid for a month of service for separately designed usage of each phone for talk, text and 
data. Frankly, we "over bought" (~$120 of service for two phones), since we did not effectively 
need any "data" since we had a GPS in the car (which I recommend) and use of an iPad for 
research in the hotel at night. We primarily used text to communicate back to our family in the US 
and a bit of phone to talk to friends in France we were meeting up with during our trip (or if we got 
separated wandering off in different directions ... lol, did not happen).  

Also, in case you have trouble with rental car you may need to call for help.  Your phone and text 
can be kept low perhaps depending on your need to stay in quick touch vs email and web 
searches from hotel room at night (keep in mind the time difference w US).  

Traveler Tip -- Keep data usage down by changing all applications (excluding perhaps GPS, 
maps, internet, etc.) on your phone set up for “auto push update” to manual data retrieve.  

Traveler Tip -- If you enable any of your phones, perhaps key in phone numbers for your 
airline, hotel, car rental emergency #, credit card telephone numbers (ie, report stolen/lost 
card), etc in advance should the need arise. Also, bookmark on the browser any train 
schedule or other applications you might want to quickly access. 

     

2) Chip and pin Credit Cards 

Chip-enabled credit cards (essentially a credit card with an embedded computer chip) provide 
enhanced security and wider acceptance when you use your card for chip-based purchases in 
the US and when you travel abroad. Today, they are more widely required in Europe vs the US.   
(FYI, France toll roads will only accept chip and pin cards ... or cash which would be a bigger 
hassle in our opinion). The chip technology makes the cards more difficult to counterfeit.  
Whoever you have your current credit cards with will most likely offer a "chip and pin" card (pin 
being use of a personal identification number or a security code in some cases, but we ended up 
not having to ever use a pin number).  Just contact the bank providing your current cards to see 
what options they have and select a plan most appropriate for you. Locations not using chip and 
pin will all eventually go that direction for security reasons.  Once we got our new card  (no cost) 
and after changing our auto pays set up on the old card, etc. we cancelled the old cards. 

Traveler Tip -- you may know this but to avoid any issue while traveling, you should consider 
alerting before you depart your credit card company that you will be in France during specific 
dates, so when they see charges come in they should not reject them. 

 

3)  Rental Car Additional Charges – Avoid Issues / Surprises 

If you get caught by a camera speeding (or some other offense) and get issued a ticket, it will 
eventually arrive after the car rental company provides your information. The police will contact 
the rental car company about the ticket, whereby they will charge you an administrative fee for 
supplying your details to the police. You agreed to this fee when you sign the rental contract.  In 
due course, you will get the actual ticket, but most likely after you get charged the administrative 
fee. 

Traveler Tip -- It is a good idea to use your cell phone to take pictures of all sides and interior 
of the rental car and specific existing damages, dents, scratches, et al that were existing 
when you picked car up. Similarly, do the same thing when you return the car and keep the 
time/date stamped pictures to help support your side on any claims of damage from the rental 
company that might result in charges once your have returned home. 

http://www.att.com/shop/wireless/international.html
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4)  International Driving Permit (IDP) Requirement or Not 

It's been a requirement of French law since 2013, I think. Before that, it wasn't necessary. Before 
any panic sets in, you need to understand the IDP is not a license on its own and you must carry 
your US drivers license also for the IDP to be valid.  

It is simply a translation of your driving license that is needed, but it is the best form of a 
translation that is internationally recognized so you might get it if time permits to avoid any 
potential issue. It's only $15 and takes 10-15 minutes at your local AAA travel office, as I 
understand. 

Frankly from what I can tell or have read, it's not really necessary now, unless you should end up 
in the tiny minority of people who get pulled over and questioned by police who don't speak 
English. Rental car staff will hardly ever mention it, and it's not their responsibility to do so. No 
one said a thing when we picked up our Hertz car at Charles du Galle airport.  I did read outside 
of Paris at some Europcar locations it was requested. 

Traveler Tip – If you plan to get an IDP at your nearest AAA travel office, you can help speed 

up the process by visiting the web site @ http://www.aaa.com/vacation/idpf.html -- Fill out 
the application form in advance and bring along 2 original passport photos (also available at 
AAA offices), along with your valid U.S. driver's license, $15USD. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.aaa.com/vacation/idpf.html

