
	

 

 
Fact Sheet 

Snowball Express 2015 
  
Overview 
• Snowball Express started ten years ago with a simple idea; provide hope and new memories for the children 

of fallen military heroes who have died on active duty since Sept. 11, 2001. What began as a simple idea 
has grown into our mission: “Honor America’s fallen military service members who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice since 9/11 by humbly serving the families they left behind. Champion their 
children’s future success by creating opportunities for joy, friendship, education, and communal 
healing, by connecting these families to one another.”  Each December we host a program that brings 
children and spouses of fallen military together for a few days of fun, friendship, healing, and happiness.  
 

• Our Presenting Sponsor is American Airlines, and other major sponsors Neiman Marcus, include E&J Gallo 
Winery, PSAV Presentation Services, Air Power Foundation, Yum! Brands, Hilton Anatole Hotel, Bell 
Helicopter, the USO, Carry The Load, the Gary Sinise Foundation, the Patriot Guard Riders, and Fisher 
House-Hero Miles. 
 

• The tenth annual program, to be held Dec. 12-16, 2015, marks the seventh time Snowball Express has 
visited North Texas. Upon arrival at Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport (DFW), families will be greeted 
with an array of festivities including:  

 
o A hero’s welcome with gate decorations, hundreds of cheering volunteers, with music, 

entertainment, and lots of hugs.  
 
o The red carpet treatment when they attend a very special day of fun sponsored by four of DFW’s 

premier entertainment centers; Alley Cats, IT’Z, Shenaniganz, and Strikz; Along with unlimited 
games, food and entertainment, our kids will receive memories that will last a lifetime. 

 
o A Walk of Gratitude parade where families will receive a VIP welcome by the city of Ft. Worth. 
 
o A private concert by Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band. 
 
o The rock star treatment at the Snowball Express/Texas Music Project Talent Experience where 

many of our kids will have the opportunity to work with professional musicians and talent coaches 
and then perform for their friends.  

   
o On their final evening together our families will attend a special  “Grand Finale” show produced by 

David Hira Productions. 
 
• In 2014, more than 1,600 family members traveled from across the country and overseas. Participation for 

2015 is estimated to reach 1,750 children and spouses. 
 
• As the official airline of Snowball Express, American Airlines is providing the majority of air travel to Dallas-

Fort Worth, via the American Airlines Kids In NeedSM program, and donating 10 charters to transport the 
families 

 
• Several thousand people volunteer their time to make this a weekend of a lifetime filled with fun activities. 
 
Snowball Express 
• Snowball Express is a volunteer organization, with 25 volunteers who work year-round. That number 

increases to more than 2,000 during the annual Snowball Express event, with volunteers serving as hotel 
captains, airport greeters and event planners.  

 
• Approximately 95 percent of all cash and in-kind donations to Snowball Express go directly to the event and 

to supporting the children. In July of 2015, Charity Navigator evaluated Snowball Express and awarded SBE 
their highest rating, their “4-Star Rating”.  
 

• “Snowflake Events” are regional events that are scheduled periodically by Snowball Express to honor the 
families of fallen heroes in the local communities where Snowball Express families reside. 
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