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ORATORICAL WINNERS—2015 

Post 178 conducted its 2nd 
Annual American Legion 
Oratorical Scholarship con-
test for High School students 
in Frisco on Saturday, De-
cember 12, 2015.  The event 
was held in the City of 
Frisco City Council Cham-
ber. 

 All 3 of our competitors, 
each a winner in their cate-
gory, will advance to the dis-
trict oratorical competition to 

be held at 10:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, January 9, 2016 at Light-
house North Texas located at 
4331 Prosper Trail, Prosper.   

 The American Legion Oratori-
cal Contest exists to develop 
deeper knowledge and appreci-
ation for the U.S. Constitution 
among high school students. 
Since 1938, the program has 
presented participants with an 
academic speaking challenge 
that teaches important leader-

(Continued on page 2) 

Winners of the Post 178 Oratorical Competition for 2015 were Yolian Ogbu (Lone 
Star HS), Rachel Jobin (Legacy Christian HS) and Jake Sennett (Lead Academy 
Hybrid School).  They are flanked by Post 178 members Fred Rogers on the left 
and Dick Miller on the right 
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ship qualities, the history of our na-
tion’s laws, the ability to think and 
speak clearly, and an understanding 
of the duties, responsibilities, rights 
and privileges of American citizen-
ship. 

High school students under age 20 
are eligible. Competition begins at 
the post level and advances to a 
state competition. Legion depart-
ment representatives certify one 
winner per state to the national con-
test, where department winners 
compete against each other in two 
speaking rounds. The contest caps 
off with a final round that decides 
the three top finishers. 

 More on the American Legion Or-
atorical competition is at this link. 
http://www.legion.org/oratorical 

(Continued from page 1) 

Judges for the event were Michael Drewry, 
City of Frisco Municipal Court Judge;  Paul 
Jones, Judge Advocate for Post 178;  Kevin 
Green, Past President of Speak Up Frisco, a 
local Toastmasters Club;  and Henry Hill, City 
of Frisco Deputy City Manager. 

My personal 
best wishes to 
each of our 
Post members 
and Auxiliary 
for a prosper-

ous and healthy New Year in 
2016!  The calendar year 2015 
was filled with continuous un-
precedented membership 
growth and many achievements 
– both of which can be directly 
contributed to teamwork and 
dedication.  We have much for 
which we can be very proud 
and thankful. 

December of each year brings 
another milestone for Peter J 
Courcy Post 178…our birth 
date.  On December 16, 2015, 
we were 2 years old.  While we 
are still one of the newest posts 
in the State of Texas, we have 
matured much faster than our 
physical age.  This has hap-
pened under the direction and 
dedication of our post officers, 
our committee chairs and com-
mittee members who are work-
ing tirelessly to help us serve 
veterans & their families, chil-
dren & youth and our commu-
nity.  It has happened because 
each of our members made the 
decision to maintain their post 
membership and support our 
efforts.  Each of our members 
is to be commended for their 
association and contributions to 
our success. 

As always, “Thank you!” for 
your many contributions to Pe-
ter J Courcy Post 178, for your 
honorable service to America 
and for continuing to serve 
through your membership and 
support. It is my honor to serve 
along side with you. 

Fred Rogers 

Commanders Message 

Letter from: Phyllis Sutton, President, American 
Legion Auxiliary Post Unit 178 

“Happy New Year! 
The holiday season 
is now behind us 
and we look for-
ward to the months 

ahead with more events, fund-
raising activities and service to 
our community and veterans. I 
would like to thank all our Unit 
members and Post family for 
your support of our efforts over 
the last few months. 

Events We Supported – Teddy 
Bear Ride, Veterans Day, Toys 
for Tots, Merry Main Street, 
Wreaths Across America, and 
the AL/ALA Holiday Dinner 

I can’t stress how proud I am of 
all of you and the things you do 
to help Charter our Unit and 
thrive. Big or small, your actions 
make an impact in the lives of 
others. Keep an eye on our Face-
book Page for the latest info or 
our Post Website. Until next 
time, I hope 2016 brings you all 
health, happiness and prosperi-
ty.” 

Auxiliary members attending wreathes 
Across America ceremony at Dallas/Fort 
Worth National Cemetery on December 12th. 

Let Us Never 
Forget 

The Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency (DPAA) reports that 
more than 83,000 Americans re-
main missing from WWII to the 
present.  75% of the losses are lo-
cated in the Asia-Pacific and over 
41,000 of the missing are presumed 
lost at sea by either ship or aircraft. 
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As Post 178’s officer in 
charge of membership, I 
am pleased to report 
that as of December 
26th, we have 191 mem-
bers who paid their 
2016 membership, 

which is 113% of our assigned 2016 
membership goal.  

A special thanks to those who have 
recruited new members; for members 
who haven’t had a chance to bring a 
new member, you still have an op-
portunity to do so; just contact me at 
mikestrand@earthlink.net. 

Our Membership Committee consists 
of Ed Kelly, George Sutton, Boots 
Bagby, Delbert Parson, Ed Mendik, 
Ron Bircher and Fred Rogers and we 
thank them for our continued growth.  
The committee is reaching out to 
contact other local Frisco veterans to 
make them aware of our new Frisco 
Post and to invite them to join us.   

It is amazing how many local veter-
ans do not know our Post 178 exists 
in Frisco and may be just waiting for 
someone to ask them:  ‘Did you 
serve in the military?’  ‘Did you 
know there is a new American Le-
gion Post in Frisco?’   

Mike Strand 

1st Vice Commander 

FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

On December  2 Tim 
Schmidt, Stan Archer, 
Marty Martel, & I trav-
eled to the State Veter-
ans Home in Bonham, 
Texas to deliver ten 

boxes of donated items such as 
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
socks, tee shirts, lap blankets, candy 
& many notes & letters written by 
the kids at Oak Point Elementary 
School. Our daughter teaches there 
& organizes the collections for Vet-

erans Day. We also took letters to 
Veterans from the Sparks Ele-
mentary School. Carolyn Hackler, 
the Activities Director at the 
home will distribute to the 160 
Veterans for Christmas. 

 
Since we didn't do a cookout this 
time we got to spend more time 
visiting with the Veterans. We 
checked out the Activities Room/ 
Dayroom to look at the new 65 
inch TV that we donated on the 
last trip to Bonham. One of the 
employees told us that the Veter-
ans love to gather there to watch 
football games & other sporting 
events particularly on the week-
ends. 
 
Its very rewarding for us to spend 
time with these Veterans, who 
appreciate the attention, and know 
that somebody cares enough to 
visit with them. We certainly re-
ceive more than we give. 

On December 8th Tim Schmidt, 
Marty Martel. Stan Archer & I 
went to the Walmart Market on 
the corner of Lebanon & Lega-
cy. We purchased twenty tur-
keys at a special price of 25 
cents per pound & delivered 
them to the Frisco Family Ser-
vices Food Pantry.  Kudo's to 
Stan Archer, Assistant Chaplain, 
since his friendship with the 
store manager at this Walmart 
market led to the offer of the 
low cost turkeys.  

John Allen 
Marty Martel, Stan Archer, John Allen and 
Tim Schmidt present cartons of donated 
goods to Caroline Hackler at the State Veter-

Marty Martel, Tim Schmidt, Stan Archer and 
John Allen present 20 turkeys to Frisco 
Family Services.  Turkeys were sold to Post 
178 at a deep discount by Wal Mart. 

On November 
11th, I attended a 
“Roundtable” 
meeting with 
Congressman 
Sam Johnson and 
other movers-and
-shakers from 

throughout Collin County. The 
purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss issues that veterans in 
Collin County were experienc-
ing and discuss legislation that 
passed this year affecting veter-
ans. The major item of discus-
sion was the opening of the new 
VA hospital in Plano in the 
Spring of 2016.  The 10,000 
square foot clinic will be 
equipped to serve over 6,000 
veterans in the fast growing 
North Texas area.  

Kevin Robinson 

From Our Service Officer 
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The year 2015 was busy for the 
Post 178 Color Guard and the 4th 
quarter of the year was not an ex-
ception.  Our members participat-
ed in Color presentations for 
many interesting and worthwhile 
events.   

October 9 was a moving event in 
The Colony where highway 423 
was renamed and dedicated "The 
Enrique Mondragon Highway" in 
honor of U. S. Army Sgt. Enrique 
Mondragon who was wounded 
and died in Afghanistan.  Frisco 
City Councilman Tim Nelson 
presented a memorial plaque to 
the family of Sgt. Mondragon. 

October 29 took us to the Magno-
lia Theater in Dallas, Texas where 
we presented the Colors for "Vets 
With A Mission" and the debut of 
the “By War And By God" docu-
mentary.   This organization is a 
group of Doctors and other Profes-
sionals that served in combat in 
Vietnam and now return regularly 
to provide complementary medical 
assistance to the people of Vi-
etnam.  

November is always a busy month 
for our Post and the Post 178 Col-
or Guard.  We participated in the 
Frisco Veterans parade on Novem-
ber 7 where we carried the flags of 
each of the branches of our Armed 
Services.  On 11 November we 
again presented the service flags of 
our armed forces at the Frisco Vet-
erans Day Ceremony at the Memo-
rial. And presented the Colors at 
Sparks Elementary School for 
their Veterans Day Celebration. 

Our plan for 2016 includes expec-
tation to participate in many more 
events such as requests to present 
the National Colors, training 
events at local schools, visits to 
local retirement centers and assis-
tance with local funeral home ser-
vices.  We look forward to a re-
warding year and plan to honor as 
many requests for our services as 
possible. 

Submitted by: Delbert Parsons 

ingly large audience of local fami-
lies and residents. 

The city staff again provided our 
American Legion Post 178 a no-
cost vendor booth as we are recog-
nized as a local non-profit organiza-
tion by the city.  The booth was 
manned by Post 178 members, Del-
bert Parsons, Larry Marshall, Jamie 
Crosier, David Grandfield, Terry 
Meyering, Norm Burgess, Ron 
Bircher, George & Phyllis Sutton, 
Mike Strand, and our famous and 
popular elf:  Miss Judy Rhodes!  
Judy was big hit with the children 
and families who enjoyed posing 
with her for photos. 

Our objective in participating in the 
Merry Main Street event was to 
promote our Post to Frisco citizens 
and local veterans.  The good news 
was that we absolutely accom-
plished that objective and had 20 
area veterans register with our Post 
and eleven of the 20 officially be-
came members of Post 178 at the 
Merry Main Street event. 

A special ‘Thanks’ to David Grand-
field, our committee chair for 
Scouting who brought members of 
our new Boy Scout Troop to help 
work the event.  They were great 
and very active; they held our ‘Are 
You A Veteran?’ sign up high over 
the crowd of people and were re-
sponsible for getting most of the 
veterans to enter our booth and sign 
up!  Thank Troup 22! 

Again, our thanks to our great team 
of post members who volunteered 
and helped with this event and es-
pecially our Scouts of Troup 22. 

Submitted by Mike Strand 

OUR COLOR GUARD 

Post 178 Color Guard members Terry Mey-
ering and Delbert Parsons flank a delega-
tion of ladies at the inaugural showing of 
the film “By War & By God” at the Magnolia 
theatre in Dallas.  The ladies are Vietnam-
ese-Americans, some married to former 
South Vietnamese servicemen, who fled to 
this country after they war.  

Frisco City Councilman, and Post 178 
member, Tim Nelson presents Plaque to 
the family of U.S. Army Sgt. Enrique 
Mondragon during the ceremony chang-
ing the name of FM 423 to the “Enrique 
Mondragon  Memorial Hwy” 

The City of Frisco held its annual 

Merry Main Street event for 
Frisco citizens and families on Sat-
urday, December 12th.  The four 
hour event featured many local 
food vendors and three stages fea-
turing local school choir, dance 
groups, and bands.  A highlight of 
the evening was the official lighting 
of the huge city Christmas tree and 
the city hall area lighting celebra-
tion; the event attracted an amaz-
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All of the veterans were very up-
beat, proud to have served their 
country, and had a wonderful sense 
of humor and expressed apprecia-
tion for our visit, especially on Vet-
erans Day.  

I, personally, received more reward 
and warm feelings than they could 
have gotten from us being there.  It 
was a humbling experience for me.  
It is an experience I will never for-
get and I will cherish the memories 
forever.  Bless those veterans for 
their service and sacrifices for our 
freedom. I will return to visit them 
again  

A FEEL GOOD STORY 

By Larry Marshall 

Commander  Fred Rogers, and I 
had the distinct pleasure of visit-
ing several veterans at Prairie Es-
tates Living Center on Veterans 
Day. 

Upon arriving in the reception 
area, we met a gentleman with a 
military baseball cap on his head 
that did not speak, sitting in a 
wheel chair.  We introduced our-
selves and thanked him for his 
service to the United States of 
America.  He managed to say, 
"Airborne, Airborne, Airborne"; 
making us aware that he was 
proud to serve in the military. 

Then we had the opportunity to 
visit a Bible study class of seven 
veterans.  The Bible study class 
was being conducted by one of 
our new Post members, James 
Puckett. 

They took a break from their class 
to visit with Fred and myself and 
introduced themselves by name, 
branch of service, and some of 
the assignments they had.  We 
provided them with newsletters 
and thanked them for their ser-
vice. 

Before we left we were asked to 
visit a veteran in his room and of 
course we did.  He was a former 
Marine and he was quite a lively 
character.  He was funny, friend-
ly, happy, and very positive.  He 
spoke of his background in the 
military and his service with Ted 
Williams and Billy Martin, two 
outstanding Major League base-
ball icons.  His wife, who visits 
him daily, was also present and 
she shared that the next day 
would be their 54th wedding anni-
versary.  

Since 2006, the mission of Snowball 
Express has been a simple, yet pro-
foundly important one: Provide hope 
and new happy memories to the chil-
dren of military fallen heroes who 
have died while on active duty since 
9/11. They bring children together 
from all over the world for an experi-
ence filled with fun activities, like 
sporting events, dances, amusement 
parks and more. Parents of children 
of the fallen often mention that their 
child is reserved, withdrawn or un-
willing to talk about their loss. Partic-
ipating in Snowball Express changes 
that, making each child feel special 
and giving them an opportunity to 
share their feelings about losing 
something so precious, their parent. 

On December 14th, ten busloads of 
children parents and grandparents of 
our fallen heroes descended upon the 
Strikz Entertainment Center in 
Frsico to enjoy a day of free bowl-
ing, laser tag, games and food com-
pliments of Neil Farren,  owner. 

Submitted by Terry Meyering 

Post 178 members John Keating, John Allen, 
Terry Meyering, Tony Veader, Larry Marshall 
and Harold Brown flank Neil Farren, owner of 
Strikz Entertainment Center, during Snowball 
Express welcoming event. 

Members of Post 178 , including Tony Veader, 
Larry Marshall, Harold Brown, John Allen and 
Terry Meyering were among many local resi-
dents forming a welcome committee for the 
hundreds of Snowball Express guests as they 
arrived at Strikz Entertainment Center in Frisco. 

“Toys for Tots” 
Motorcycle Run 

 

The ALR Chapter participated in 
the Annual “Toys for Tots” Motor-
cycle Run benefitting underprivi-
leged children in the DFW area on 
December 5th.  Organized by the 
Marine Corps Reserve as part of 
their effort to collect toys and raise 
funds, the 43 mile ride was well 
attended and stretched out for about 5 

(Continued on page 6) 
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miles on the road.  Post 178 and ALA 
Unit 178 contributed a pickup truckload 
worth of toys for this event and it was 
much appreciated; thank you all! 
   
Starting at Freedom Powersports in 
McKinney and weaving through eastern 
Collin County, we ended back at McKin-
ney VFW Post 2150 where toys were 
collected and the riders were served a 
grilled hamburger lunch.  The riders 
were also treated to the performance of a 
live band while enjoying lunch and fel-
lowship. Local Boy Scouts helped the 
Marines collect and load the generous 
contribution of toys. A great morning of 
charity, riding and enjoying the spirit of 
the season for all involved! 

George Sutton 

(Continued from page 5) 

The National Emergency 
Fund is an American Legion 
program that offers assistance in 
communities where deadly torna-
does and floods have struck.  For 
details go to:  www.legion.org/
emergency 

Santa Claus, and his Marine detachment, 
were there at the conclusion of the run to 
receive the toys 

Courcy family gathered at Peters’ 
grave site during the placement of 
wreathes on Dec 12th.   Peters’ par-
ents Chris and Mary Bush are in-
strumental in managing the annual 
Wreathes Across America at Dallas/
Fort Worth National Cemetery 

Family members, friends and volunteers 
place wreathes at grave sites at Dallas/Ft 
Worth National Cemetery on Dec 12th 

Maj. Gen. Young, keynote speaker at cere-
mony,  kneels before the gravesite of Peter J 
Courcy to offer a short prayer 

WREATHES 
 across  

AMERICA 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Santa Clause at our recent Holiday 
Dinner...actually it’s Commander Fred Rogers 

Commander Rogers presents a certificate to 

Johnny Standerfer, owner of Poppas Pit 
BBQ, and his family,  for their generous 

support of Post 178.  In addition to their 
huge donation to our Boy’s State program 
they prepared all the meat for our Holiday 
Dinner free of charge 

Some of the guests at our 2nd annual Holi-
day Party.  A joyous time was had by all.  
Good food, good fellowship and a wonderful 
program highlighted by Leslie Penlands’ 
beautiful rendition of the Star Spangled Ban-
ner. 

Where Does Your Annual 
Dues Go 

Your $40 annual Post membership 
dues go in three different directions.  
Here is a quick summary. 

National – we send 18.50 to the Na-
tional organization to be used to sup-
port the staff both in Indianapolis and 
Washington DC.  The DC staff is made 
up of lobbyist who work with Congress 
to protect the benefits that we have all 
earned with our Honorable Service. 

State – we send $12.50 to Austin to be 

used to support the department staff 
which includes four certified Service 
Officers – 2 are located in the Waco VA 
Regional Office and 2 are located in the 
Houston VA Regional Office.  They are 
there to help all veterans with any issues 
with the Veterans Administration. 

Post – the remaining $9.00 goes into the 
Post general fund and is only used when 
approved by the membership  

2015 HOLIDAY DINNER 
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A VETERANS DAY TO REMEMBER 
By: John Allen 

On Veterans Day, I had the privilege of 
speaking to my grandson’s kindergarten class 
at the Holy Family Catholic School in Austin, 
Texas.  The teacher, Mrs. McCauslin runs a 
tight ship and felt the kids needed to be aware 
of what Veterans Day was all about. She was 
very happy that John Hutson brought his 
grandfather to speak. There were a lot of ques-
tions and I enjoyed the experience. The next 
day the students gave my grandson a big thank 
you note in which they had all signed their 
names to give to me. 

Mike Strand speaking before 700 students 
and parents at Tadlock Elementary School 
during their Veterans Day celebration on 
December 6th.  Angus Sullivan introduced 
and showed his video; “it was very moving 
and the best veterans celebration I've ever 
experienced”    Boots Bagby 

Maus Middle School Student Council Pres-
ident introduces Post 178 members Mike 
Strand, Valerie Jackson and Chris Jackson 

Above:  Larry Ma-
shall and Delbert 
Parsons steady the 
service flags during 
the Veterans Day 
Ceremony at Com-
mons Park.   

Right: Post 178 
Color Guard mem-
bers Terry Meyer-
ing and Delbert 
Parsons getting 
ready to present 
the Colors at the 
Sparks Elementary 
School “Salute to 
Veterans” ceremo-
ny attended by the 
entire student 
body and many 
parents and grand-
parents 

Left: Keynote speaker 
John McKinny addresses 
the crowd at the Veterans 
Day Ceremony at Com-
mons Park.  John is cur-
rent Commander of The 
American Legion Depart-
ment of Texas 
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At our recent Post Holiday Dinner, 

December 17th, our Post was please to 
host the Honorable Judge John Roach, 
Collin County 296th District Court 
judge as our guest speaker.  Judge 
Roach, a Marine Corps veteran, spoke 
about his special Collin County Veter-
ans Court, that offers combat veterans 
who have been arrested a chance to be 

rehabilitated rather than sent to prison.   

The Collin County Veterans' Court 
was the brainchild of Judge Roach 
who said that the court will have a 
large impact on Collin County veter-
ans in the program, noting that many 
times combat-related injuries lead to 
problems such as depression, alcohol-
ism and emotional outbursts once a 
veteran returns home.  "I began seeing 
more and more veterans involved in 
the criminal justice system, where jail 
wasn't the right place for them," 
Roach said.  

"This is much more intensive than 
regular probation because you answer 
directly to the judge. The Veterans’ 
Court meets twice a month to make 
sure the veteran is following the pro-
gram and sanction them if they are 
not. The other side is we reward the 
veteran when they do great by help-
ing them find jobs, treatment and 
housing." 

Veterans who are accepted into the 
program have an individual treatment 
program designed for them and are 
assigned a case manager who ensures 
their compliance. Not all veterans 
who are arrested are eligible for the 
program.  Applicants must have a 
clinical diagnosis of a traumatic brain 
injury or post-traumatic stress disor-
der, and that diagnosis must be linked 
to the crime that occurred. Veterans 
who are found guilty of violent 
crimes or crimes involving deadly 
weapons are not eligible nor are those 
arrested for drunk driving. 
 
The treatment process takes up to two 
years and as many as 10 to 12 veter-
ans may be in the program at one 
time.  The court was created at a time 
when many veterans need help after 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.  
Many veterans are in denial or don't 
know what to do with their mental 
health issues. They find themselves 
self-medicating and involved in the 
criminal justice system. This gives 
them the opportunity to get back on 
track and be productive citizens. 

Participants who successfully com-
plete the program will have their cas-
es dismissed. However, if they vio-
late the terms of the program, they 
are sent back to their original court. 
"They have already pleaded guilty 
when they come to me [for veterans' 

court]," Roach said. "They can't go 
back to the other court and say, 'I 
didn't do it.' Since they plead guilty, 
if they don't complete the program 
all that is left is seeing what the 
consequences are. You can have a 
guy on a felony charge that is look-
ing at 20 years in the penitentiary if 
he doesn't get it right. But if he is 
successful he gets his record wiped 
instead of serving a prison sen-
tence."  This is a powerful incen-
tive! 

To assist Judge Roach’s Veterans’ 
Court, Collin County has recently 
established a local Military Veteran 
Peer Network organization to sup-
port the court with local veterans 
who  provide a peer-to-peer net-
work for veterans going through the  
program.  Local veterans interested 
in volunteering to help court partic-
ipants should contact Clark Gullette 
at 972/704-8281 

Submitted by Mike Strand 

Collin County Veterans’ 
Court 

On December 11th, U-Haul allowed 

The American Legion, Peter J. Courcy 
Post 178 to use a ten (10) foot truck to 
deliver cases of wreaths to the appro-
priate cemetery locations for Wreaths 
Across America. They contributed the 
truck, insurance, and all tollway tolls 
free of charge to Post 178. 

U-Haul deserves our appreciation for 
their support.  This is an excellent ex-
ample of Corporate America working 
with The American Legion for the 
common  good. 

Submitted by Larry Marshall 

Clark Gullette & Carrie Gracia of the Collin 
County Military Peer Network and Judge 
John Roach appearing at our 2nd annual 
Holiday Dinner 


